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JOURNAL ofthe Procezvincs and Degates in the 
PoLiTICAL Civuz, continued from Page 628. laft Mag. 


» The next Speaker, in the Debate which 


ave began in our laf?, was L. Egilius, 
whofe Speech was in Subfiance thus. 


Mr Prefident, 


SIR, 


35} HE fact I find is not, 
S| Dor indeed can it be 
ZS difpated, that we 
T Wat lately feized and 


brought into our 










aS) fiderable number of 
~~ the French tradin 

fhips, and it can be as little dMeased, 
that it would be a great encouragement 
for feamen to enter into his majefty’s 
fervice, were they affured that all thofe 
fhips fo taken, or to be taken, were to 
belong to them, and to be difpofed of 
for their benefir. As war is not de- 
clared, and as I have not heard it {aid 
that they are taken by way of reprizal, 
Ido not indeed know, whether I ought 
to calf them prizes or no, but I hope 
we have fome view in taking them, 
and whatever that view may be, furely 
the morcof them we do take, the more 


ea 


oWn ports, a con- 


that view will be anfwered; and as it 
is equally cert:in that the more fhips 
of war or cruizers we can fend to fea, 
the more fhips we fhall be able to take 
from the French; therefore for an- 
fwering that view which our minilters 
propofe, and which of courfe muft be 
a wife ont, as well as for preventing 
the oppreflive method of forcing men 
into his majefty’s ‘fervice, fuch a bill 
as is now moved for ought to be pafled 
into a law. | 
Whatever view our minifters may 
have, Sir, and whether that view be 
a wife one or no, it is certain that 
no prefs for feamen was ever carried 
on in a more rigorous manner, nor 
did any prefs before, I believe, Jaft 
fo long as that which began with the 
beginning of this year, and has ever 
fince continued, I may fay, without 
any intermiffion. It has f{pread thro’ 
all parts of the Briti/h dominions, and 


in molt parts, I believe, very uncom- 


mon methods have been taken for 
carrying it on. In one part of the 


united kingdom I know that a new 

and extraordinary method has heen 

The military power has 
A 7 


practifed. 


ime 





y J , 


inteed often been employed to be 
afliiting to the civil miagiitrate, and 
as often as it docs happen [ am al- 
was forry to hear it; but the mil 
tary power was never be fore employ- 
ed to be alfiting to our preis-gangs ; 
yet this has ben latcly the cafe in 
Scotland. Towns and villages have 


been invefted by our regular troops, 
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men that fall a feerifice to the dif- 
tempers brought upon them by their 
being crowded and long confined in 
tenders, or other noifome dungeons. 
And tho’ the method of preiling has 
of Jate vears been often practifed, even 
in time of peace, yet, I think, it has 
never been exprefsly authorized by 
Jaw: In this country, and indeed in 


with parses of foldiers pitroliing in- -any 4ree country, nothing can excufe 


the fireets, and centries with fcrewed 
bayonets placed at every door, to pre- 
vent any perfem's going out, whilft 
the prefs-gang entered and fearched 
every bole and corner within. Fiven 
churches have been furrounded in the 
time of divine fervice, the people 
terrificd and interrupted in their de- 
votion, and men feized as they came 
out from attending the publick wor- 
fhip elfablifhed by the, Jaws of their 
éountry. 

This, Sir, was the mote furpriz- 
ing to the people of that country, as 
they flill have fome regard for reli- 
gion, and were never, before the Uni. 
on, expofed to the misfortune of be- 
ing preffed into the fea fervice ; and 
I mift fay, that they were far from 
deferving any fuch feverity; for a 
reward was ofcred by almoit every 
city and fea port in that part ofthe 
ifland, for encouraging feamen to en- 
ter into his majelty’s fervice; and 
I believe they did furnifh more than 
their: quota,’ in proportion to their 
trade, or to their number of people. 
Yet neverthelefs many honel men 
were forced away from their families 
by this method of prefling, and fome 
who were really no feamen; nor could 
they meet with any relief, tho’ com- 
plaints were made and petitions pre- 
{ented in their favour. 

Whether the fame methods have 
been practifed in other parts of the 
Kingdon is whet I do not know, Sir; 
bor whether they have or no, it is cer- 
tan that preffing, @ven in the moi 
gentle ‘method, is every were attend. 
ed with opprefion, and is often the 
cauie of ‘fatal accidents, befides the 


" ~~ 


great mumter of brave aad able fea- 


it but the molt urgent neceflity, which 
neceflity we ought to prevent by e- 
very method that can be contrived. 


One.of the belt methods ever invented 


was by that law which was paffed in 
the year 1739; but little did the 
promoters of that law imagine, little 
could they imagine, that ever any 
orders would be’iffued to the king's 
fhips to feize the trading fhips of any 
nation without a declaration of war, 
and without autherizing any of our 
courts of admiralty to declare the 
fips fo taken to be lawful prizes, 
without which no man concerned in 
the capture could have a title to the 
whole, or any part of the fhip or 
cargo. The proceeding in fuch a 
manner was a refinement in politicks 
which all former ages had left to the 
deep politicians of this age and ina- 
tion, and a refinement which our 
honeft plain tars could no way com- 
prehend. 

It was this, Sir, that made prefling 
fo neceflary, for when our experien- 
ced feamen heard that none of the 
fhips t2ken were to be condemned as 
Jawful prizes, and confequently that 
they were to have no thare in the 
produce of the fhip or cargo they 
had peshaps ventured their lives for, 
they naturally and very fenfibly rea- 
foned with themfelves, what fignify 


the rewards offered for entering into 


the povernment’s fervice, fince we can 
expect nothing but our pay; whereas 
if we can keep out of the wy of being 
prelied, our crimps will procure us 
employment in the merchant fervice, 
and by the adviaced wages we thall 
make more by one fhort voyage in that 
fervice, than we can make by the pre- 
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mium and wages allowed by the go- 
vernment, befides being free trom the 
danger of being killed or wounded 
in the fervice; Thus they certainly 
reafoned with themfelves, Sir, and this 
was the true reafon why fo few of 
them entered voluntarily into the 
king’s fervice. Whereas, had the firft 
fhip taken from the French been de- 
clared a lawful prize, and thip and car- 
go delivered to the agents of the cap- 
tors, to be fold for their benefit, fuch 
numbers of able and expert feamen 
would have been thereby induced to 
enter voluntarily into the king’s fer- 
vice, that, I am convinced, we fhould 
have had little occafion for prefling. 
The fea fervice would then have been 
fuch a fort of Jottery in which there 
was more prizes than blanks, and e- 
very one would have hoped for the 
higheft prize, as we find moft people 
do in our land lottcries; but by the 
method we purfued, we made the fea- 
fervice a lottery which was all blanks 
and no prizes, and confequently a 
Jottery to which no man in his right 
fenfes would voluntarily become a 
fubfcriber. Nay, farther, by refuting 
to condemn and difpofe of prizes for 
the benefit of the captors, we rsifed a 
{pirit of refentment among all our 
failors, which made them refoive to 
avoid the government’s fervice if pol 
fible: They think they have a right 
to a fhire of every prize they take: 


They could not comprehend-the mean-— 


ing of our fine-drawn politicks upon 
this occafion; but on the contrary, 
they looked upon it as a deceitfu! de- 
fign to deprive them of what they bad 
aright to, a right which they had ac- 
quired hy the lofs of their blood, and 
at the rifk of their lives. 

We cannot therefore wonder at our 
feamen’s fhewing fo much reluctancy 
to the government’s fervice upon the 
prefent occafion, notwith{tanding the 
general f{pirit of refentment again{t the 
treatment we have received from 
France: And as little can we wonder 
at their not being able to comprehend 
the meaning of ovr taking Freach thins, 
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and leaving both fhip and cargo to lie 
rotting in our harbours; for it is rea!- 
ly beyond the comprehenfion of moft 
men in the kingdom: Itis wei] known 
that the cargoes of many of thefe (hips 
confift of perithable goods, and mui 
by this time have become quite uie- 
lefs, or will very foon become fo: 
No fort of goods can improve by | - 
ing long an board the fhip; and 
even the fhip herfelf muft grow every 
day worfe by lying idle in the har- 
bour. What advantage then can we 
expect by keeping thefe thips and 
cargoes undilpofed of ? Can we fup- 
pofe that the Fy exch court would look 
upon our felling their fhips, and giv- 
ing the price to the captors, as a great- 
er infule than that of feizing them? 
And if a new treaty fhould be fet on 
foot, could we expect that they would 
be fatisfied with a reltitution of the 
fhips and cargoes, after both have been 
fpoilt by lying in our harbours? Or, 
if a declared war fhiould enfue, would 
thefe fhips and cargoes then fell for as 
much as they would have fold for, 
had they been difpofed of to the highett 
bidder as foon as brought into any of 
our harbours ? 

In fhort, Sir, it is impofible, in my 
opinion, to point out any advantage 
we can reap by not difpofing of thefe 
fhips as foon as poflible : On the con- 
trary, let the event as to war or peace 
be what it will, our keeping them till 
both fhip and cargo are damaged, if 
not deftroyed, muft be a national Jofs ; 
and if the event of the war fhould be 
egainft us, which God forbid4 it may 
be a double lofs, becaufe we may be 
obliged to reftore the value of the fhip 
and cargo as it was when taken, tho’ 
we got nothing by either. This fine- 
drawn piece of politicks muff therefore 
in all events be a difadvantage to us ; 
and the neceffity it has Jaid us unde 
of taking fuch rigorous methods to 
prefs feamen into the government's 
fervice, is a difadvantage which we 
have already felt, and mult feel eve- 
ry day more and more, until fuch a 


bill as is ndw moved for be pafled 
intQ 
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into a law, an! difperfed thro’ every 
part of the B iti/h dominions, which 
L hope it will be as foon as it can be 
printed. By this means all the fea- 
men in the kingdom will be apprized, 
that juftice is to be from henceforth 
done them, and that all the thips 
taken from the French are to belong 


to the captors, and to be difpofed of 


to the beft advantage for their bene- 
Gt, whether war be in a formal man- 
ner declared or no. This will re- 
move that {pirit of refentment which 
has hithe:to rendered them fo refo- 
lute not to enter voluntarily into the 
covernment’s fervicey and then the 
motives of felf-intereft, as well as 
of the publick intereft, will have their 
due weight, which will certainly di- 
minifh at lealt the neceflity we are 
now under of prefling feamen into 
the government's fervice ; and if it 
fhould but in the leaft degree diminith 
that neceflity, it ought to be a prevail- 
ing argument for our bringing in and 
paffing, as foon as pollible, fuch a bill 
as is now propofed. 

As to what negotiations we are 
now carrying on, Sir, I do not pre- 
tend to know any thing of them; 
but this I know, that we have often, 
of late years, been negotiating when 
we ought to have been fighting ; and 
if we may Judge from*the uniform 
conduct of the court of France in all 
times palt, we muff conclude, that 
it is in vain for us to expect juflice 
by negotiation: This court never 
did jultice to us, or indeed to any 
other nation, till they were drubted 
into it, awd this we have as yet a 
power to do, if our naval ftrength 
be properly and duly exerted; but 
this power we cannot long enjoy, if 
we go On neeouiating, as we have done 
for {ome years, whillt France has teen 
Jacroaching upon our plantations, and 
upon our trade in every part of the 
known worl!, And ss to what the v- 
ther powers of Eurape may think of 
the prefeat difputes between France 
and us, it is certain that, if they were 
to confider ouly the circumflance of 


, 
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our feizing and detaining the French 
fhips, and clapping their feamen up in 
prifon, without confidering the pre- 
ceding behaviour of F ance towards 
us, every power of Europe would look 
upon that circumftance as an act of ho- 
ftility, and confequently would con- 
clude us to be the apgreffors. But I 
hope all the powers of Europe have a 
more impartial way of thinking: | 
hope they will confider all preceding 
circumftances, and examine who it 
was that committed the firft incroach- 
ment or aggreflion ; and if they do 
this, they will find that Frazce has 
been incroaching upon us, and even 
committing hoflilities again{t us, both 
in the £a/t and Weft Jadies, almott e- 
ver fince that which was called the de- 
finitive treaty of /ix-la-Chapelle, a 
place which feems to be ominous to 
Europe,as an infamous treaty of peace 
was concluded at the fame place in the 
year 1668. ‘Lherefore every court in 
Europe, that judges impartially, mutt 
conclude, that we had a right to con- 
demn and appropriate, as well as to 
feizethof: hips, by way of reprizal for 
the expence we had becn, or might be 
put to for vindicating our rights, and 
repciling thoie incroachments that had 
been made upon us; and as to any 
court in Larope that hall judge par- 
tially in favour of Fraxce, the belt 
way, and indeed the only way, to pre- 
vent their openly joining againtt us was, 
and {till is, to thew, that we will vin- 
dicate our rights with vigour and refo- 
lution againit whofoever fhall incroach, 

or afhit in incroaching upon them. 
Thus, Sir, it is evident that, if we 
had coaJemned and appropriated tothe 
captors every one of thofe fhips, with 
her caigo, as foon as fhe had been 
brought into any of our harbours, it 
could not have altered the way of 
thinking at any impartial court in Ex- 
rope; but as to thofe courts, if there 
be any, that are partial in favour of 
France, our delaying to condemn and 
appropriate thofe fhips may, in cafe of 
a war, encourage them to take part with 
rance againii uz, and it will certainly 
en- 
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encourage the court of France to per- 
fdt in their obftinacy, as it 1s a fipn of 
our being under a pufillanimous fort of 
timidity, left we fhould be involved in 
a war with that nation ; for whatever 
we may do, it is certain, that all other 
nations believe there 1s fome truth in 


that-old proverb, 4udaces fortuna ju- 


vat, OF as OUF facetious Hudibras has 


it: : 
For fortune does the ftout juvare, 

But lets the timidous mifcarry. 

And I wifh, that timidity, which in 
this cafe has too much influenced our 
councils, may not have a more fatal 
effect, if an actual war fhould from 
thence enfue. 

But why fhould I fay an actual war, 
Sir? It is already a time of actual war 
between France and us: The French 
began it as foon as they began to erect 
forts and plant garrifons on our terri- 
tories in America. Thefe were acts 
of hoftility, and we have at Jaft begun 
acts of holtility on our fide, by feizing 
and detaining their fhips. © Whatever 
may be thought by thofe whe have 
been ufed to the pettyfogging practice 
in our courts of law, an act of hoftili- 
ty has always been deemed, by the law 
of nature and nations, a real tho’ not 
a verbal declaration of war. 
How then can the bill now propo- 
{ed be called a parliamentary declars- 
tion of war, when war has already been 
declared on both fides, and may cer-- 
tainly be carried on by us, who were 
firft attacked, as long as his majetty 
pleafes, without any verbal and for- 
mal declaration or denunciation of 
war. Naturali jure, {ays Grotius, 
ubi aut vis illata arcetur, aut ab e ip- 
fo qui deliquit pena depyfcitur, nulla 
requiritur denunciatio. ~ 

If then the captors are not to be al- 
lowed to have any right to the prizes 
already taken, they can have no right, 
by the law as it now ftands, to any 
prizes that fhall be taken before a ver- 
bal and folemn declaration of war, 
which may never happen during the 
pei war ; and confequently every 
faman mult, from the bill now pro- 
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pofed, have # greater temptation to en- 
ter into his majelty’s fervice, than he 
can have from the law as it now 
ftands, which mult of courfe render 
prefling lefs neceffary than it is at pre- 
fent : And as I have fhewn, that the 
condemning and appropriating every 
French thip that fhall be taken, will 
contribute rather to prevent than pre- 
cipitate a formal declaration of war, I 
hope the houfe will unanimoufly con- 
cur in ordering the bill to be prepared 


‘and brought in. 


The next that fpcke was M. Ebutius 
Elva, whofe Speech was to this Ef- 


Sed. 
Mr Prefident, 
S ZR, 


Ltho’I have not the honour to 

be a minifter, or to be let into 

any of the fecrets of his majelly’s 
councils, yet I can cafily puefs at his 
majefty’s views in ordering his fhips 
of war to make reprizals upon the 
French, and to feize and bring in as 
many of the French fhips as they could 
meet with at fea. As his majefty has 
always moft wifely and moft humancly 
endeavoured to preferve the tranquil- 
lity of Eurcpe in general, as well as of 
this nation in particular, he is never too 
quick or too violent in his refentment 
of any infult or injury, but the Frezch 
had put us to fuch a great expence, 
and had made fuch unjuft incroach- 
ments upon us both in the Zaf and 
Weft Indies, that it was not poflible to 
bear it any longer, without infifting pe- 
remptorily upon an adequate fatistac- 
tion for what was paft, and a proper 
fecurity again{t the like in time to 
come. This his majefty had long en- 
deavoured to obtain by negotiation, 
but when he found he met in that way 
with nothing but delays and trifling 
excufes, and that the French, inttead 
of offering fatisfaction or fecurity, 
were preparing to fend an armed force 
to America for fupporting tue incroach- 
ments they had nmde, he refolved to 


try if he could not compel them to a- 
gree 

















ty Fhe 


sree to thofe reafonable terms they 
had refufed io comply with in ap ami- 
cable manner, With this view he 
jent out his fhips of war with orders to 
{cize only their king’s thips, and when 
he found that this was not likxeto have 
the defired effect, he then fent orcers 
to make reprizals upon their wares 
ihips wherever they could be met with. 
From hence we may {ce, Sif, that it 
was, and yet is, abfolutely inconiiltent 
with his majefly’s defign, to asder the 
hips to be condemned and fold, and 
the produce to be divided amony = 
captors; for if the Freaco court thaw d 
be prevaiied on to give the fatisfaction 
and fecurity required, all thole hips 
with their cargoes are tobe r {ftored to 
them ; and confequently whitt there 
are any hopes of their being prevailed 
on to do this, which his majelty is the 
only judge of, no fuch bill as what is 
now propofed can be pafied into a law, 
Even the bringing in of fach a bill 
would be made ule of by that party in 
France who are for war, as an argu- 
ment for purting a final end to nego- 
tiation, and for un iminediate deciara- 
tion of war; for in all countries, and 
in Fi ance more than any other, there 
ere thofe who delight in war, becaule 
it is beft adapted jer anfwering their 
views of interelt or ambition, and fome 
periiops becanfe it may perpl x thofe 
who then heppen to have the Jead in 
the adminiliration. Butin this coun- 
try, which fo muct: depends upon trade, 
] hope there are nore who for any felk- 
ma views whatever are for precipita- 
ting their country into a war, whilft 
thereis any bope of its being prevent- 
ed by negotiation, and of this hope no 
man inthts houfe is fo preper, or can 
he fo good a judge as cur fovereion, 
who will certainly declare war as foen 
ashe finds thar all foch hopes ar€ at an 
end; and the moment he declares 
tarywhich, LT believe, he will do, tho’ 
he may not perhaps, by the practice or 
the law of nations, be obliged to do fo, 
the a&t of 1739, takes place, and our 
feamen will from that moment become 
anced to the {ole right to all the pri- 
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zes they fhall afterwards take from the 
enemy. . 
I fay, Sir, that as foon as his mas 
jefty finds there is no further hopes of 
obtaining fatisfadtion or fecurity by 
peaceable means, or-by reprizals, I be- 
lieve, he will declare war in the moft 
folemn manner ; and I fay fo, becanfe 
his majefly has always regarded what 
is honeit and decent more than what 
is required, or not required, by {triG 
law 3 and even Grotsus himfeif has 
declared, that it is honeft and decent 
to declare war ina foienin minner be- 
fore any direét aét of hoftility be com- 
mitted, even where it is not required 
by ttrict law, Verum etiam, fays he, ub: 
jus nature non pracipit talem inter~ 
pellutionem freri, honefle tamen et lau- 
dubiliter interponitur, But reprizals 
were never yet reckoned a direét act of 
koftility : On the contrary, it is by 
many treaties between independent na- 
tions agreed, that the iffoing and exe- 
cuting letters of reprizal fhall not be 
deemed sn act of hoftility ; foras it is 
by thofe treaties agreed, that no let- 
ters of marque or reprizal {hall be if- 
{ued until four months after fatisfac- 
tion has heen demanded in the man- 
ner therein pie‘cribed, it is of courfe 
a mutual conceilion, that, if no fatis- 
faction has been made, they may then 
be iffued and executed, without its be- 
ing deemed an act of holtility, or a 
breach of the pcace fublifiing between 
thetwo nations, And as the iffuing of 
orders or letters of reprizal may often 
hereafter become neccflary, I hope, it 
will not be laid down as a maxim, that 
the officers and feamen who are to exe- 
cute fuch orders or letters are to have 
the fele right to whatever they take, 
for in thet cafe neither the public, nor 
any ptivate man for whofe benefit fuch 
reprizals are iffued, could ever receive 
any fatisfa@ion or reparation of the da- 
mage received. Ii would, indeed, ren- 
der itimpoffible to iffue reprizals upon 
any account whatfoever, becaufe by 
their very nature, if the captures a- 
mount to More than the damage recei- 
ved, the overplus is to be reftored to 
the 
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from whom they were ta- warmth of their zeal for the honour 
ducting the expence of and intereft of their country, may be 
But how is this over- of opinion, that the court of Fraice 
lus to be reftored, if the whole pro- never do jultice to any of their neigi- 
duce of the capture is to be divided a- bours, till they are drubbed into it ; 
mong the oflicers and feamen by whom but it is certain, that all the courts of 
? It could be reftored no Lurope have not the fame opinion of 

other way but at the public expence, the French court, otherwife that nation 
confequently the ifuing of reprizals could never propofe to have an ally in 
would always bea lofs to the public, any war they fhould be engaged in ; 
and could never bean advantage tothe and even fome of our neighbours, who 
srivate men that had beeninjured,un- are not very apt to havea good opinion 
Jefs they themfelves had been the cap- of the court of Fraxce, may be in doubt 
whether the French have as yet peremp- 

Thus we may fee, Sir, that the law torily refufed, or unreafonably delayed 
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- which was pailedin the year 1739,mult to do us juftice upon the prefent occas 


be underftood to relate only to thofe fion: Nay, as the ground of the pres 
captures that are made after a war has fent debates between Fraice and us is 
been folemnly declared, and when it far remote from Eurspe, and but of a 
may become neceflary to declare war, late origin, all or moft of the courts of 
is furely a prerogative, and thatby our Zurcpe may have fome doubt as to the 
conftitution belongs folely to our fo- Jjuftice of cur demands; and it was, 
vereign. Whether our minifters have and {til is prudent, and even in fome 
done right in advifing his majelty to degree neceffary for us, to give them 
‘fue reprizals before he declared war, all pofflible fatisfaction before we de- 
or whether we ought before this time clare war, or a¢t in fuch a manner, as 
to have de.lared war, are queftions of if there were a declared war between 





quite another nature: They are que- 
{tions, which the parliament may per- 
haps have a right to enquire into, in 
order to punifh or ceniure the mini- 


France and us. 

Now, Sir, a3 to what may be deem- 
ed acting in fuch a manner, as if there 
were a declared war between France 


{ters,in cafe it fhould appear, that they and us, is a queftion that depends up- 
have given his majefty bad advice ; on the fentiments of the other courts 
but I am fure, they are quefitons which of Europe, and not upon the fentiments 
we are not now prepared for determin- of any member, or any number of the 
ing, nor is it as yet time for us to en- members of this houfe; and as we 
ter upon fuch an enquiry as muft be know nothing of the fentiments of o- 
be neceffary for determining fuch que-—ther courts of Europe, we cannot de- 
itions: In my opinion it would be im- termine this queltion ; confequently 
prudent, as well as improper for us,to wecan give his majefiy no advice upon 
enter upon any fuch enquiry, until the prefent occafion, much Jefs can we 
peace has been fome way or other re- now determine, that all the fhips, ta- 
{tored; becaufe for determining cither ken or to be taken from the frenc/, c- 
of thefe queftions, we muft have laid ven before a declaration of war, ought 
before us an account.of all the nego- now, or as foon as brought in, to be 
tiations that have been carried onfince condemned, end appropriated to the 
the laft peace, not only-between us and ciptors. Such a method of procced- 
the court of Frazce, but alfo between ing might, 1 fhell grant, be fome en- 
us and every other court of Europe coursgement for cur failors to enter 
that might think themlelves intereiled, into his majelly’s fervice ; but nogen- 
or obliged to join with us, or again{t tleman, IL beieve, v iifay, that it would 
us, inthe impending war. Seme gen- entirely prevent the neceflity of pref- 
tlemen in this houfe, from the laudable 
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would, we are not furely to unite all 
the powers of Europe in a war again{t 
us, for the fake of encouraging the 
avaricious part of our failors to enter 
into his majelty’s fervice : I fay, ava- 
vicious, Sir, for fuch I mult c Il every 
man, who can be induced by nothing 
but the hopes of plunder, ta lilt in the 
fervice of bis country. 

As tothe method of prefling, Sir, 
that has been practifed upon the pre- 
fent eccafion, I fhall admit, that ithas 
been more general than ufual. upon any 
occafion, becaufe we had fuch a fmall 
number of feamen in the government’s 
fervice, and becaule it was neceflary to 
fit out a much greater number of fhips 
than ulual upon any common occali- 
on; but I will aver, fo far as conlilts 
with my information, that no greater 
feverities have been practifed than have 
been ufual upon every occafions The 
military power bas not been employed 
to prefs any feaman into the povern- 
ment’s fervice; but as complaintscame 
from feveral parts of the united king- 
dom, elpecially from Scotland, where 
mobs are more dang-:rous and more 
mifchievous than Our mobs in Luglend, 
that the prefs-gangs were in danger of 
being murdered by the mob, upon thefe 
complaints orders were iffued from the 
war-oflice for the military to protect 
and defend the prefs-pangs again{t any 
mod, and to fupport them in every 
place where they were in danger of be- 
ing riotoufly oppofed in the pertorm- 
ance of their duty ; and this the mili- 
tary were as the king’s fubjecis obliged 
to do, even tho’ they had not been lift- 
cd as the King’s foldiers. Nay, it was 
What any magittrate of the ylace 
might,and oughtto have required them 
todo; and they would have been guil- 
ty of a breach of their duty, both as 
fubjects and foldiers, if they had refu- 
fed or neglected to do as required. 

Aod as to the pratice of preiiing 
feamen into the government’s fervice 
being authorized by law, Sir, when our 
fovercign thinks there is ancceflity {or 
it, the tion. gentleman who {poke Litt 
would not have queitioned it, had he 


been well acquainted with our records, 


or had he confidered the import of 


fome of our late aéis of parliament, 
The cuftom of prefling fe:menis, 1 b-- 
lieve, coeval with our monarchy : We 
have prefs-warrants upon record fo far 
back as the reign of Rdward WI. and 
it is highly probable, that the glorious 
naval victory which he ovtained over 
the French in the year 1340, was with 
a fleet chiefly manned with prefled fea- 
men, who nevertheleis behaved with 
fuch courage and refotution, that tho’ 
the Fre..ch fleet was much more numc- 
rous, they obiained fo compleat a vic- 
tory for their foverei.n, that, of 400 
feips, the French could fave but 30, 
and it was computed, that they had at 
lealt 30,000 men killed or drowned in 
the engagement. The antiquity of 
the cuitom of prefling 1s therefore a 
plain proof of its being authorized by 
common law ; for the antient cultoms 
of the kingdom are a part of our com- 
mon law ; and belides this, it is by 
implication authorized by our ftatute 
Jaw ; for by an act paffed in the 13th 
of his prefent majeity, entitled, ./7 
A& for the Increafe of Mariners and 
Seamen to navigate Merchant Ships, 
and cther Trading Ships and Veffels, 
it is enacted, That feveral forts of per- 
fons therein defcribed, fhall not be im- 


preifed into the fervice of his majelty, | 


his heirs, or fucceflors ; and all inter- 
preters allow, that when a law prohi- 
bits any thing to be done in certain 
particular cafes, it is by implication 
an authority for doing it in al} other 
cafes. There isnot therefore the leatt 
doubt of the pradtice of prefling fea- 
men into the king’s fervice being au- 
thorized by law, when there is a ne- 
cefity for it; and Iam fure, no one 
will pretend to fay, that there was not 
a very great neceflity for it upon the 
prefent occafion, or that the fame ne- 
cetlity does not {till fabfitt. 
Sir, the neceflity was fo preat, thot 
I do nct believe it would have been in 
any fenfible degree leffened; if his ma- 
jelty had at firlt by proclamation de- 
clured, that all prizes taken from the 
Freuch 
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ithe prizes. 


French fhould belong to the captors ; 
for every one knows how apt our fea- 
men are, at the eve of a war, to keep 
snduftrioufly out of the government’s 
{ervice, in order to embrace the oppor- 
tunity of having high wages from the 
merchants, or of entering on board 
of privateers, where they may always 


expect more plunder, than they can ge- 
nerally expect by being on board his 


majefty’s thips of war, efpecially the 
large fhips, which are never, or but 
rarely, employed in making prize of 
the enemy’s trading fhips. But Jet the 


effects of fuch a proclamation have 


been what it would, I have fhewn, that 
it would have been abfolutely inconfi- 


ftent with the defign his majefty had 


in ifluing orders for reprizals, that it 
was inconfiftent with the very nature 
of reprizals, and that it might not on- 
ly have involved us in an immediate 


war, but alfo might have united all, or 
‘moft of the powers of Europe, in a 
war againtt us. 


I hopeevery gentleman will now fee, 


Sir, the wifdom of his majeity’s con- 


dué in ordering thefe reprizals, and 
in not condemning or appropriating 
It was the molt effectual 
method he could take for compelling 


.the French court to fubmit to reafona- 
_ble terms without involving us in an 
Immediate war ; and befides this de- 


fign, I muft fuppofe, that he had ano- 


ther, equally prudent and falutary, 
_ Which was this : He forefaw that thefe 
Teprizals might not perhaps produce 
. the defired effect : The French might 


perfilt in refufing to dous juftice, fo as 


_ to render a declaration of war necefla- 


ty: If they did, we fhould by means of 
thefe reprizals have a confiderable va- 


Joe of their property in our hands, 


which would add to our ftrength ; and 
we fhould have a great number of their 
failors in our poflefion, which would 


be a diminution to their naval power. - 
. And by thus delaying a declaration of 


war till after we had tried every other 
expedient for obtaining jultice, we 


 fhould perfuade every court of Eurspe, . 


that we were not the agoreffors in the 





For 74 NOAA R *T 


1757> 9 


war. Thefe, Sir, I take to have been 
his majefty’s views; and they are all 
agreeable to his wonted prudence and 
magnanimity : But the bill now pro- 
pofed would defeat every one of them ¢: 
It has been called a preventive mea- 
fure, and it may very properly be cal- 
led fo; for it would prevent its being 
poflible for us to avoida war; and I 
am convinced, it would have little or 
no effect in preventing the neceflity of 
prefling. 

We muft therefore, Sir, continue 
this method of providing men for his 
majefly’s navy, until all the fhips we 
have occafion to fit out, have got their 
full complement; ard if any act of op- 
preflion has been, or fhall be commit- 
ted, we have proper magiltrates for 
the oppreffed to have recourfe to, 
where they will certainly meet with re- 
drefs, if their complaints appear to be 
well founded; and if the inferior ma- 
giltrate fhould neglect or refufe to give 
redrefs, the fuperior courts would cer- 
tainly punifh him, as well as give re= 
lief and ample fatisfaction to the party 
thus doubly injured. Such complaints 
fhould never therefore be mentioned in 
this houfe, unlefs it were done witha 
view to enquire into the conduct of 
fome minifter, or fuperior magiltrate, 
who is above every tribunal but that 
of the high court of parliament ; and 
if there were now any fuch defign, it 
could be no argument for bringing in 
-fuch.a bill as is now propofed ; for to 
agree to fuch a bill for fuch a reafon, 
would be a running the nation into a 
misfortune, which the parliament 


could not rectify, in order to free it 


from, or to prevent a misfortune, 
which the parliament may rectify when- 
ever it pleafes. 


The next Speech I fhall give you, was 
that made by C. Decimins, whis 
avas to the following Effect: 

Mr Prefident, 
S IR, 


S the Hon. geentleman, who 
Spoke lait but one, hos clearly 


8 fewn, 
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fhewn, that the prefling of feamen ~ 
their country’s fervice, 1S authorize 

not only by common Jaw but by €x- 
prefs {iatute, and as the {tatute men- 
tioned by him, is a {tatute that ¢xX- 
tends to Scotland as well as to every 
other part of the Britz/p dominions, 
L have no occafion to fay any thing 1 
juililication of the practice ittelf, and 
there ore Lrife up only to rectify lome 
miftakes which an Hon. pentioman tell 
into, with regard to the late excreile 
of this power in Sestland, and which, 
1am ture, he would not have men- 
tioned at all, or would have {tated it 
jn qnite another light, had he had 
a foil and true information of the 
matter of fact. This I may affert 
with the more confidence, from the 
knowledge I have of the Hon. gentle- 


mao, and becaufe, from the nature of 


the oflice, which I have the donour to 
hold under his majelty in that part ol 
the united kingdom, 1 oiult have heard 
of it, if ans thing had been done there, 
wich was contrary to law, or incon- 
fiitenr wih the privileges enjoyed by 
tie happy dohebitants of this aland ; 
priviteres wiech the fubjects of no 
Kingdom upon the face of the earth are 
enut-d to, and which cannot be jullly 
fuid to hive been in the Jeaft violated, 
ever fince the happy acceffion of the 
pre‘cnt iluttrious family to our throne, 
As to the employing of the milita- 

y, Sir. upon the prefent occafion, my 
ion. friend has already fuficiently ex- 
planed 1: They were employed not to 
prefs, out to protect thofe who hada 
Jepai authority to prefs; and every 
Ole who abows any thing of the na- 
ture cr the people in that country, 
molt allow that it was abfolutelv ne- 
cellary > for al the prels-pangs hod not 
in feweral places been attended by a 
‘y ef foldicrs, they could have pref- 

' very tew of the molt worthlefs 
fcamen, or otherwife a great 
“oodihed would, I am convin- 

¢ cited 3 for the mob in that 

GO not content themfelves 

cubs and blidgeons, but pollets 
tuemielves of as many tire-arms, and 


weds 
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other mortal weapons, as they ean pof- 
fibly come at, and we know that our 
preis-gangs are not furnifhed with 
arms proper for encountering fuch a 
mob ; therefore, without the affiflance 
of the military, no prefs-gang could 
have ventured to fearch for, or prefs 
any feaman who was a favourire of the 
populace ; and of this we had a re- 
markable inftance at one of the little 
fea ports in Scct/and, where a prefs- 
gang went to Jook for feamen, at firft 
without any party of foldiers, and could 
find in the whole town but three ordi- 
ary feamen; but being afterwards in- 
formed that there were certainly a great 
number of feamen in that town, they 
went a fecond time, attended with a 
fufficient detachment of the military : 
By this they were enabled to make a 
ttri€t. fearch, and they found no lefs 
than threeicore of as able and expert 

mariners as moft in the Briti/) navy. 
I know, Sir, that before the Union 
there was never any fuch thing in Scor- 
land as prefling {eamen into the navy, 
and the reaionis very evident, becaule 
they never had any navy, unlefs a fri- 
gate or two could be calleda navy ; but 
this is fo far from being againit, that, 
upon this occafion, it was a reafon for 
employing the military to prote& the 
pre{s-gangs in the performance of their 
duty ; becaufe the populace in all coun- 
tries arc apt to refent, and even to re- 
bel agsinit the exercife of any act of 
power which they have never been ac- 
cuitomed to, tho’, to fenfible and think- 
ing mea, that act of power may appear 
to be adfolutely neceffary for the pub- 
lic fervice, or perhaps for preventing 
thole very people who oppofe it, from 
becoming a prey to their cnemics. 
row happy would it have been for 
Scotland, in the year 1745, if all their 
feamen had been preffed into the public 
fervice, in order to man a few guard 
flips, for preventing the landing of 
thofe who at that time raifed fuch’a 
flame in the country; and yet I be- 
lieve, that a prefs could not then have 
been carried on without the affiltance 
of the militar¢, In fhort, Sir, if pref- 
“fing 
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fign be aleg:l and a neceffiry act of 
power, as ithink 16 has been fully pro- 
ved to be, an cilicer with a preis-war- 
rant in his pocket has as good a right 
to be effeciualiy protected by our go- 
yernment in executing that warrant, 
as aconttable in executing any war- 
rant from a jullice of the peace, and if 
this cannot be done by the civil, it 
mult be done by the military power ; 
but this will always be the cafe when 
the pof2 comitatus, or thofe whofe du- 
ty itis to affilt the officer or conttable, 


are the very people that are engaged in 


the {edition or riet; and if the pofe 
comitatus fhould be called for, or the 
hue and cry raifed in any county 
where there were foldiers, they would 
be obliged, as his majefty’s fubjects, to 
affemble and march to the afliitance of 
the civil officer ; but I am fure it 
would be much better and fufer to have 
them affemble and march, upon fuch 
an occafion, under the command of 
their officers, than to have them aflem- 
ble and march without any fuch com- 
mand; for it would be of the mott 
dangerous confequence toaccuftom the 
foldiers of our army to affemble in any 
tnobbifh or tumultuous manner. 

Now, Sir, as to the complaints men- 
tioned by the Hon. gentleman, of men 
being preffed who were not liable, ci- 
ther by law or cuftom, to be prefied 


into the fea fervice, I muft, by the na- 


ture of my office, have heard of all 
complaints of this kind, that were re- 
gularly made, and I never heard but of 
three. Upontwo of thefe the men, in 
whofe favour they were made, were 
difcharged ; and with réfpect to the 
third, he was not indeed what we may 
property call a feaman, therefore I fent 
for the officer who had prefled him, by 
whom I was informed, that the whole 
village where the fellow lived had de- 
fired he might be preffed, becaufe he 
was a fellow fo idle and profligate that 
he was more likely to ruin than _pro- 
vide for his family ; and that even his 
wife, tho’ the had figned the petition, 
had privately begged that he might be 
taken away from her, As all this was 
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conirmed, by feveral perfons of the 
fume village, 1 examined the wife a- 
part, and then fhe conteiled, that fhe 
had figned the petition becaufe had the 
refufed, aud he had afterwards ,ot 
loofe, he would have murdered her, 
but that he was fo far from aflifting to 

rovide for iis family, that he had of- 
ten robbed her of the money fhe had 
earned by hard labour, for maintaining 
herfelf and her fix children; that he 
fometimes fold or pawned her chil- 
dren’s cloaths for money to fpend at 
the alehoufe, and that he beat her un- 
mercifully it fhe ever dared to com- 
plain. 

Let gentiemen judge, Sir, whether I 
could order fuch a fellow to be difchar- 
ged: Are notall fuch fellows liable to 
be preffed ? Ought they not to be pref= 
fed either into the fea or the land fer- 
vice? if we had in this country any 
fuch thing as galleys, they ought to be 
made galley-flaves tor life. From this 
inftance we may judge af the oppre{- 
fions complained of, with regard to the 
prefling of men into the fea fervice ; 
for I am perfuaded that many of them, 
if clofely cxamincd, would appear to 
be much of the fame nature with this; 
becaufe the regulating captains are al- 
ways very ready to hear, and as ready 
to redrefs any complaint which they 
find to be juft and well-founded. And 
this fhews how extremely cautious gen- 
tlemen ouglit to be, of mentioning a- 
ny fuch complaints in this houie, unlets 
they have fully inquired into the na- 
ture and truth of the facts, and {trictly 
examined both the parties concerned ; 
and even then I do not think they 
ought to be mentioned, when they can 
have no other effect but that of ren- 
dering a meafure odious which we mui, 
necefiarily, for the public fafety, olten 
have recourle to. » ‘ 

And as to the complaint, Sir, of 
churches being invefted in the ume of 
divine fervice, and the people difturbed 
in their devotion, no fuch thing eves 
happened but once, when a prefs-gang, 
attended by fome foldiers, went Into # 


church yard, and, I believe, Oe Is 
10d 
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hold of fome feamen as they came out 
of church ; but the foldiers were there 
accidentally, or at lealt they had no or- 
ders to attend, nor were they under a- 
ny command upon that ac afion ; and 
as foon as the affair was heard of, {trict 
orders were given, even to the prefs- 
gangs, never again to attempt any 
fuch thing ; fo that this mult be rec- 
koned one of that fort of irregularities 
which the laudable but mifguided zeaf 
of fome men for the public fervice of- 
ten leads them into, and cannot be al- 
together prevented in any affair of life; 
nay, even in religion itfelf, we know 
that men are often, by a mifguided 
zeal, prompted to be guilty of very 
great irregulariiies. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I do not think 
that any very extraordinary methods of 
prefling have been lately practifed inany 
part of the Briti/s dominions, nor havel 
reafon tothink that any fuch oppretlions 
or misfortunes have lately been thereby 
occafioned, as fhould induce us, for the 
fake of tempting feamen to enter volun- 
tarily intothe government’s fervice, to 
refolve upon a meafure which would not 
only render an immediate war unavoida- 
ble,but make it believed, by all the courts 
of Europe, that we had provoked the 
war, and confequentiy that we ought 
to be deemed the agereflors; and that 
this would be the confequence of the 
bill now propoled, we have, I think, 
great realon to believe, as his majelty 
has not vet thought fit to recommend 
any tuch bill to ovr confideration, or 
to order any of the Frenc/ fhips that 
have been feized, to be condemned, 
and fold for the benefit either of the 
publick, or of the captors; for we 
mutt fuppofe that the avoiding of thefe 
two confequences has been the chief, 
sf not the only reafon why the con- 
— and fale of thefe prizes have 
been nito whe repel, 
ontil y <p eg a ci eo 
enbilie teas coal name his 
war, I fhall b Pape declaring 
tet he “ ¢ aoaintt ordering any 

8 bill as this to be brought in, 


The next that fpoke was L. Trebonius 
Afper, the Purport of who/e Speech 
avas as follows: 


Mr Prefident, 


SIR, 
TT" E Hon. gentleman, who fpoke 


firft againit the motion now un- 
der our confideration, was pleafed to 
recommend moderation to us upon the 
prefent occafion; and I fhall grant 
that moderation is upen all occafions 
a very commendable quality; but I 
with we had, upon this as well as 
fome former occafions, mixed a little 
{pirit with our moderation ; for mo- 
deration without fpirit ought rather 
to-be called ftupidity, and as fuch, 
I am afraid, our moderation, with 
regard to the difputes now fubfilt- 
ing between France and us, has been 
confidered not only by all the indif- 
ferent nations in Europe, but even by 
the French themfelves. This, I be- 
lieve, has encouraged them, for feve- 
ral years, to behave in a moft con- 
temptuous manner towards us, tho’ at 
the fame time we have behaved in the 
moft, paflive manner towards them ; 
for I muft obferve, that ever fince the 
treaty of 4ix-/a-Chapelle, our beha- 
viour towards the French has been of 
the very fame complexion with our be- 
haviour towards the Spaniards, for fe- 
veral years after the treaty of Seve/le, 
and indeed the treaties were pretty 
much of the fame complexion., B 
the treaty of Seville we left the ont 
unportant of the Briti/> concerns to 
be difcuffed by our refpective commif- 
faries at Madrid: The commiffaries 
accordingly met, and conferred for 
fome years without the leaft fuccefs, 
but at a great expence to this nation: 
The negotiation was carried on for 
feveral years more by our minilters ; 
and thus we continued to negotiate 
for ten years, whilt the Spaniards 
continue’, during that whole time, to 
plunder our merchants and interrupt 
Our navigation in the feas of America. 
in the fame manner, by the treaty of 
Aix-fa-Chapelle, we left the moft im- 
: portant 
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portant of our concerns with France, 
to be fettled by our refpective commif- 
firies at Paris; for in every thing re- 
lative to the point of honour, we have 
for many years given it up, almoft to 
every nation in Lurope: Our commif- 
faries accordingly met the French com- 
miflaries at Paris, and for fome years 
negotiated with the fame want of fuc- 
cefs: Our minifters have fince carried 
on the negotiation ; and thus we have 
been negotiating for thefe eight years, 
whilft the French have been interrupt- 
ing our trade, and plundering and 
murdering our people in both the Jz- 
dies, and building forts upon our molt 
undoubted territories in America. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for faying un- 
doubted, for really we have fo many 
years behaved with fo much modera- 
tion, that many of our rights, which 
were never before contefted, are now 
become doubtful, in the opinion even 
of fome of thofe foreign {tates who 
incline to be our friends; and indeed 
Icannot:much wonder at our behavi- 
our, at and fince the time of the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, as it has been di- 
reéted by thofe very minifters, who 
ferved their apprenticefhip under that 
minifter who dire&ted our behaviour 
at the time of the treaty of Sevi/iec, 
and from that time, until a year or 
two after the breaking out of the Spa- 
nifh war; and if a war with Frazce 
fhould now be the confequence, as I 
am convinced it will, we may obferve 
the fame fimilitude of conduct; for 
we began our war with Spain by ridi- 
culoufly iffuing orders for reprizals 
only, whereas had we begun it by one 
bold and vigorous pufh, we might have 
put an end to it at once, by obliging 
the enemy to fubmit to whatever we 
thought reafonable. Juft fo we have 
begun the war with France, by iffuing 
orders for what I now find is to be 
called reprizals, whereas had we begun 
the war by a bold and vigorous puth, 
and thereby repoffefled ourfelves of 
‘that ifland which. we, I fhall nor fay 
fcandaloufly, reftored to them by the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, we fhould 
haye foon compelled them to fue for 
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fectually prevented their fending fup- 
plies either of troops, ammunition, ar 
provifions to Cazada. But by begin- 
ning the war in our modern manner 
of making reprizals, we have piven 
them werning, as we formerly did to 
the Spaniards, to provide for their de- 
fence, and the confequence, I fear, 
will be much more fatal, as the Freich 
have always been, and upon this occa- 
fion app:ar to have been, much more 
alert than the Spaniards. 

I cali it, Sir, our modern manner of 
making reprizals, becaufe reprizals is 
a term very improperly applied to 
what we have now practifed againft the 
French, or what we formerly practiled 
againit the Spamiards. When a pri- 
vate injury has been done by the fub- 
jects of one ftate to the fubjects of 
another, the {late whofe fubjects have 
been injured demands fatisfaction, and 
if it be denied, or unreafonably delay- 
ed, they iffue letters of reprizal; but 
for a publick infult or injury commit- 
ted by the ftate itfelf, or by orders of 
the {tate itfelf, no nation, ever before, 
thought of ifluing letters of reprizal. 
For revenging or redrefling fach an in- 
fult or injury, if publick fatisfaG@ion be 
not inftantly made, war is the imme- 
diate coniequence, and a wife nation 
will always, in fuch a cafe, make their 
firft attack as fudden and as vigorous as 
poflible. This piece of wifdom we 
may learn from the very firlt age of 
the city of Rome; for the great Roman: 
hiftorian has told us, that the Sabine 
war was the molt heavy and dangerous 
that Romulus was ever engaged in, NVr- 
hil enim, favs he, per irom aut cupidi- 
tatem actum eft: Nec oftenderunt bel- 
lum prius, quam intulerunt, 

In fuch cafes, Sir, a previous fo~ 
lemn declaration of war is never ne- 
ceflary, or at leaft it ought never even 
in common decency to be made, until 
your armies are jult entering the ter- 
ritories of the enemy; nor will the 
opinion of Grotixs appear to ‘be con- 
trary to what I fay, if what he means 
by the word interpellatio, be duly at- 
tended to; for when he fays, that tho’ 
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it be not commanded by the law of 
nature, sonesfe tamen et laudabiliter 
interponitur, it is plain from what tol- 
lows, that he means a requilivon of 
redrefs or fatisfaction; and if we have 
not often made this requifition, I do 
not know what we have been a doing 
for thefe fix or feven years palt. I do 
indeed fafpect, that this requifition has 
always been made in foch 3 moderate 
complaifant manner, that the court of 
France never thought we were ferions, 
or that we would come to extremities 
in cafe of any delay; but if this was 
really the cale, 1 velieve, it will not 
be made an argument again{t the mo- 
tion now under confideration; nor 
would it be a good argument if ir were, 
becaufe the French have ireated us with 
fuch contempt, that it ought to have 
been returned by an immediate attack 5 
and confequently, I think, that one of 
the {trongclt reatons in favour of this 
motion is, that it will bring our tedi- 
ous negotiation to a fhort iflue. It 
will convince rhe court of france, that 
however much our minilters may have 
been cajoled by their compliments and 
excufes, the parliament will not fuffer 
itlelf to be fo, bat will force our mini- 
ftersto mix a little f{pirit with their 
moderation, and infilt upon a f{peedy 
and categorical anfwer. 

This, Sir, will bring us quickly to 
a {tate of open war or honourable 
peace; and even the former is more 
eligible than the middle ftate in which 
we are at prefent. For what is it, that 
france has cajoled us fo long with fair 
promifes and tham excufes? For what 
have they, for fome time palt, fhewn 
fo much patience? ‘Fhey have been, 
they are {till fortifying themfelves in 
America: They have been, they are 
itil refloring their navy, by all the 
means they can contrive, His maje- 
ity's thips of war may prevent their 
fending numerous embarkations to 4- 
versca atone time: They may inter- 
rupt their trade; and they may, in a 
Areat meature, prevent their import- 
mg naval itores in their own bottoms: 
Bur whalit we are in our prefent fate, 
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we cannot prevent their carrying on 
their trade, and importing naval ftores, 
in foreign bottoms, nor can we give 
conimiflions to privateers ; and if the 
Freach thould refolve to tend fupplies 
to dmerica in fingie fhips, we could 
not fo effectually prevent it, by his 
majeity’s thips of war alone, as we 
could do both by them and by priva- 
teers. Therefore if the French court 
have lately fhewn moderation, or pa- 
tience, as it is called, they have a good 
political reafon for it: They will pro- 
bably never declare war, until they 
have fo far reitored their navy as to be 
in fome degree equal to ours; and this 
we cannot prevent, by laying hold of 
a {mall nnmber of their feamen; for 
it is fhips, not feamen, that they are 
in want of; and as they have the com- 
mand of not only all their own feamen, 
but many foreigners, if they fhould 
once be able to provide fhips enough, 
they may fend a molt formidable navy 
to fea, tho’ we had in our poffeffion 
twice the number of their feamen we 
now have, 

Thus, Sir, we may fee, that tho’ a 
declared war bea {tate which no nation 
ought to chufe, and this {tate lefs than 
many others, yet, in our prefent fituation, 
an hononrable peace, or an immediate 
war,is what we ought to refolve to have; 
and therefore it is evident that the on- 
ly plaufible argument that has been, 
or indeed can be made ufe of againtt 
this motion, ifit had any weight, would 
be an argument for and not againft 
the motion, But, Sir, as the bill was 
opened by the noble lord who propo- 


fed it, and by the Hon. gentleman who - 


feconded the motion, their motion can 
have no relation either to war or peace. 
It is fo far from being a parliamentary 
declaration of war, that it is exprefly 
the contrary; forthe bill is not de- 
figned to lay his majefty under fo much 
as a conditional or contingent necefli- 
ty to declare war, or to ifflue a com- 
mflion to the court of admiralty to 
condemn the fhips that have been or 
fhall be taken: It is defined only as 
an aflurance to our feamen, that if war 
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qhould be declared, or fuch a commifh- 
of iffved, allthe fhips they have taken, 
or fhall hereafter take, fhall belong to 
them, ‘in the fame manner as they 
would have done, had they been all 
taken after a declaration of war; and 
this furely is not inconfiftent with the 
nature of what is properly called re- 
rizals,as it is not now fo much as 
pretended, that out of the produce of 
thefe prizes any damage is to be made 
good to any private man in the Britifh 
dominions. And as to the damage 
which the nation has fuffered, or may 
fuifer, or the expence it has been, or 
may be putto, it is the fame thing to 
the nation in general, whether the pri- 
zes be approp iated to the captors or 
the publick; Sccaufe what belongs to 
the people of the nation belongs to the 
nation; and the wifdom of the parlia- 
ment has already determined, that our 
giving the prizes to the captors, in 
time of war, will always contribute 
molt to the benefit of the nation in 
general; as it will increafe the num- 
ber of prizes, and encouraze our fea- 
men to enter themfelves voluntarily on 
board our fhips of war, and confequent- 
ly either entirely prevent, or at lealt 
diminifh the neceflity of prefling. 

To prevent or diminifh this, Sir, 
is the chief defign of thls bill ; and to 
promote fuch a defign, it is furely ve- 
ry proper to mention all the inconve- 
niencies we are expofed to, and all the 
complaints that have lately been occa- 
fioned, by our prefling of feamen into 
the fervice of the government. That 
thefe complaints were many and grie- 
vous in Scotland, I do not in the leaft 
queftion: Our being obliged to make 
ufe of the military for protecting the 
prefs-pangs, is a plain proof of it; and 
I mult obferve, that it is avery fubile 
diftinction to fay, that the military do 
not prefs, but only protect the prefs- 
gangs. It is a diftinction worthy ofa 
Johannes Dun/fcotus ; for by the fame 
rule it may be faid, that the prefs-gangs 
do not prefs, but only protect the ofh- 
cer who has the warrant in his pocket, 
and without whom they neither do, 
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nor can lawfully prefs. But tho’ Ido 
not doubt of there having been many 
and grievous complaints in Scot/aid, 
yet I am very ready to believe what 
was faid by an Hon. gentleman, in an 
high office there; for as I take his 
office to be much of the fame nature 
with our attorney-general’s here, he 
could hear of no complaints, but the 
complaints of tholfe who could com- 
plain in a regular and legal manner: 
But how few are there that have either 
money or friends fufficient for this pur- 
pofe. I believe the lower fort of peo- 
ple here, are generally as rich as they 
are in Scotland; and yet I doubt if 
our attorney-general ever heard of one 
complaint in Exgland, unlefs it was in 
common converfation. Are we from 
thence to fuppofe, that there never 
was any complaint in Exzg/and, or that 
no man was ever preffed that was not 
by cuftoin liable to be prefled, nor any 
man il ufed at the time of his being 
preflcd, or after he was prefled ? 

Sir, if the matter were to be ftriétly 
inquired into, I believe it would ap- 
pear, that we have loft fome thoufands 
of brave ond able feamen, by the ufage 
they received in being preffed, and at- 
terwards on board the tenders, or by 
the diltempers thereby contracted. I 
believe every gentleman of this houfe 
has heard fome inftance of this kind: 
I have heard many; and therefore I 
think, that no gentleman who has any 
boweis of compaflion towards our brave 
feamen, can refufe his affent to any 


~“meafure which, he thinks, may in the 


Jeaft contribute towards relieving us 
from the hard neceflity we are under, 
of permitting our feamen to. be prefled 
into his majefty’s fervice. I fay per- 
mitting, Sir, for that is the moft that 
can be contended for, either from the 
common !aw, or the {tatute law of this 
kingdom. The practice may be of a 


very antient date, as our kings always 
had, and it is neceflary they fhould 
have, in time of war, fome very extra- 
Ordinary powers; but the practice is 
now frequent in time of peace as well 
as of war: If ive or fix fhips, or ary 
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preater number, are to be fitted out, 
for the protection of our trade in any 
part ot the world, or for giving weight 
to our negotiations, as has been often 
pretended, all the feamen in the xing- 
dom mult be alarmed with a prefs; 
and great numbers of men are preffed, 
who are afterwards rejected by the re- 
gulating captains; for upon fuch oc- 
cafions they will accept of none but 
the moft cxpert as well as able fea- 
men. 

This, Sir, has really been of late 
years fo frequent, that it renders the 
fife of a feaman very unealy, and his 
liberty very precarious, which prevents 
numbers of people from breeding either 
themfelves or their children to the fea 
fervice; and this muft be allowed to 
be a very great misfortune to a nation, 
whofe chief defence confilts in its num- 
ber of able and expert feamen. And 
befides this, Sir, lam afraid, that this 
power which our fea captains have, of 
prefling men into their fervice, indu- 


‘ces fome of them to'treat the feamen 


under théircommand, in amore haugh- 
ty and harfh manner than they hayea- 
ny occalion for, ° This I am thé more 
apt to believe, becaufe fome of our 
captdins never have any occafion tp 
‘prefs men into their fervice; for as 
foon as it is known that they are put 
‘jn conmmiflion, greater numbers of vo- 
lunteers offer to enter themfelves un- 
der their command than they ftand in 
need of; andif care were always ta- 
ken to commiffion fach captains, pre- 
ferable to any others, I believe, it 
would be a ftep towards preventing 
the neceflity of prefiing- 

But this, Sir, muft proceed from the 
executive, not the legiflative power ; 
and, in the mean time, letus do what 
we can, for enabling his majefty to 
prepare tor war, by encouraging fea- 
men to center into his fervice. This 
mult enforce our negotiation for a 
peace, if there be now any fuch thing 
in imagination; andas this will be 
the efickt of the bill now propofed, I 
am nrolt heartily for agrecing to the 
Bition, . 3 ; rs 

[To be continued.) 


The following ACCOUNT of the dread. 
ul Execution of Francis RAvAtt- 
LAC, for the Murder of Henry IV, 
King of France, by frabbing him in 
his Coach, will not be unpleafing to 
cur curious Readers, as the feme Tore 
ments may poffibly be experienced by 
the Wretch whomade an Attempt up- 
on the Life of the prefent French 
King. 


Raneis RAvAILLac was born 

at Augouleme, and was in the 
thirty-fecond year of his age when he 
committed this horrid murder. He 
had been a kind of pettifogger or foli- 
citor for 14 years before. He was of 
a fuperftitious and contemplative dif- 
pofition, much given to vapours and 
fancies, and often imagining he faw 
vifions and revelations, which. made 
hima very fit tool for the Romi/h 
priefts to work upon. He declared, 
his main motive for killing the king 
was, that he had not, as he was able 
to do, brought back the followers of 
the pretended reformation to the ca- 
tholic, apoftolic, and Roman church. 
Upon his trial, be perfifted in acquit- 


‘tig every one of having any concern 


in the murder, and in affirming he 
himfelf was the fole contriver and per- 


"petfator of it; nor couid the molt ex- 


crutiating tortures force the fecret of 


vr . . ° ” 
his accomplices from him; tho’ it is 


not to be doubted he was incited to the 


-commiflion of the fact by the priefts, 
who alone, by their artful infinuations, 


promifés and wiles, can work. a man 
up to fuch a pitch of defperation and 
refolution. as, ; 

At three o’clock, on May 27, 1610, 
when he was taken from the prifon of 
the conciergeric, and put into the tum- 
bril, the crowd was fo great, that it 


w.s with the utmoft difficulty the arch- 


na 


ers and officers of juftice could force ’ § 


themfelves a paflage ; and as foon a8 
the prifoner appeared, that vaft multi- 
tuce began to cry out, wicked wretch, 
traitor, Xe. Oe 

; The . enraged populace egntinugd 
their cries and éxchimations, till he ar- 
rived at the grave, where, before he 
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was taken out of the tamibril to mount 
the feaffold, he was again exhorted to 
teveal his accomplices 5, but he perfitt- 
ed in his former declaration, that he 
had none; again imploring patdon of 
the young king, the queen, and the 
whole kingdom, for the crime he had 
committed. 

When he hag afcended the feaffold, 
the two doctors comforted him, and 
exhorted him to acknowledge the truth, 
and -fter performing the duties of their 
function, the clerk approached him; 
and urged him to think of his falvation 
now at the clofe of his life, and to con- 
fefs all he knew; to which he only 
‘an{wered as he had done before. 

The fire being put to his right hand, 
holding the knife with which -he had 
{tabbed the king 3 he cried out, 0% God! 
and often repeated Fefu Marie ! While 
his brealt, &c. were tearing with red- 
hot pincers, he renewed his cries and 
prayers; during which, being often 


‘admonifhed to acknowledge the truth, 


he perfifted in denying that he had any 
accomplices, The furious crowd con- 
tinued to load him with execrations, 
crying, that he ought not to have a 
Afterwards, by in- 
tervals, melted Jead, and fcalding oil, 
were poured upon his wounds ; during 
which he fhrieked aloud, and continued 
his cries and exclamations. + 
The doctors again admonifhed him, 
as likewife the clerk, to confefs, and 


‘Were preparing to offer-up publickly 


‘the ufual prayers for the condemned ; 


but immediately the people, with great 


tumult and diforder, cried out againt{t 
it, faying, that no prayer ought to be 
made for that wicked wretch, that 
damned monfter. So that the doctors 
Were obliged to give over. Then the 
clerk remonftrating to him, that the 
indignation of the people was a jadg- 


‘tent upon him, which ought to induce 


him to declare the truth, he perfifted 
to anfwer as formerly, faying, I only 
was concerned in the murder. 

He was then drawn by four horfes, 
for half an hour, by intervals. 

Being again queftioned and admo- 
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nifhed, he perfifted in denying that he 
had any accomplices; while the people 
of all ranks and degrees, both near 
and ata diftance continued their ex- 
clamations, in token of their great grief 
for the lofs.of their king. Several 
perfons fet themfelves to pull the ropes 
with the utmoft eagernefs ; and one of 
the nobleffe, who was near the criminal, 
alighted off his horfe, that it might be 
put in the place of one which was ti- 
red with drawing him. At length, 
when he had been drawn for a ‘ull 
hour by the horfes, without being dif- 
membered, the people, rufhing on in 
crowds, threw themielves upon him, 
and with fwords, knives, {ticks, and o- 
ther weapons, they ftruck, tore, and 
mangled his limbs; and violently for- 
‘cing them from the executioner, the 
dragg-d them thro’ the ftreets wit 
the utmoft eagernefs and rage, and 
burnt them in different parts of the 
city. 

As this account of the execution is 


‘not fo full as we couid wifh, we fhall 


fubjoin the fentence of the parliament, 
upon Ravaillac. 

“The court hath declared, and doth 
declare, the faid Ravari/ac dnly attaint- 
ed of the crime of ‘high-tr+afon divine 
and human, in the highelt degree, for 
the moft wicked, moft abominable, and 
moft deteftable parricide, committed on 
the perlon of the late king, Henry IV. 
of good and laudable memory ; for re- 


- paration whereof, the court hath con- 


demned, and doth condemn him, to 
make the amende honorable, before the 
principal gate of the church of Paris, 
whither he thall be carried and drawn 
in atumbril, in his fhirt, bearing a 
lighted torch of two pound weight, 
and that he fhall there fay and declare, 
that wickedly and traiteroufly he hath 
committed the aforefaid molt wicked, 
molt abominable, and molt deteitable 
arricide, and murdered the faid lord 
the king, by ftabbing him twice in the 
body with a knife; that he repents of 
the fame, and begs pardon of god, the 
king, andthe laws: From thence he 
fhall be carried to the greve, and, on a 
C cafe 
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(cafold to be there ereéted, the fleth 
{ball be torn with red hot pincers from 
his breaft, his arms, and thighs, and 
the calves of Lis legs ; his right hand, 
holding the knife wherewith he com- 
mitted the aforefaid parricide, fhali be 
{corched and burned with flaming 
brimftone; and on the places where 
the flefh has been torn with pincers, 
melted lead, boiling oil, fcalding pitch, 
with wax and brimftone melted toge- 
ther, fhall be poured: After this, he 
fhal be torn in pieces by four horfes, 
his limbs and body burnt to afhes, and 
difperfed in the air. His goods and 
chattels are alfo declared to be forfeit- 
‘ed and confifcated to the king. And 
it is further ordered, that the houfe in 
which he was born fhall be pulled 
down to the ground (the owner there- 
of being previoufly indemnified) and 
that no other building fhall ever here- 
after be erected on the foundation 
thereof; and that within fifteen days 
after the publication of this prefent 
fentence, bis father and mother fhall, 
by found of trumpet, and publick pro- 
clamation in the city of Augouleme, be 
banifhed out of the kingdom, and for- 
bid ever to return, under the penalty 
of being hanged and {trangled, without 
any farther form or procefs at law. 
The court hasalfo forbidden, and doth 
forbid, bis brothers, filters, uncles, and 
ethe:s, from henceforth to bear the 
daid name of Ravaillac, enjoining 
thein to change it to fome other, un- 
der the like penalties; and ordering 
the fubltitute of the kinp’s attorney 
general to caufe this prefent fentence 
to be publifhed and carried into execu- 
tion, under pain of being anfwerable 
for the fame ; and before the execution 
thercof, the court doth order, thar the 
Szid Ravaillac fhall again undergo the 
torture, tor the difcovery of his ac- 
complices. 
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Frea the CENTYI N E L. 


O impede virtue by mifreprefen- 
tauon, aud blacken innocence 


A 
. 


by calumny, has been the clandeftine 
employmept of vice .in every age and 
nation; ahd though the hand of time 
hath endeavoured to denude the fo:- 
geries of falfrood, and the pen of fa- 


tire hath beenidrawn in the caule of | 


truth and integrity; yet have’ their 
. . « e. ‘ 
united forces proved infufficient to re- 


tard the celerity of {candal, or to flop ) 


the current of detraction. One would 


‘almolt be inclined to imagine that there 1 


was an evil principle in our nature, ex- 


citing every man to confider his neigh- | 


bour’s wifdom as a reproach of his 
own folly, and his neighbour’s exalta- 
tion as an obftacle to his own happinefs. 
Hence arife the burnings of envy, the 
malice of comparifon, and the bicker. 
ings of animofity ; .to this we muft in 
a great meafure attribute the fupplanta- 


tion of merit, the progrefs of folly, q 


and the retrogreflion of wifdom and 
knowledge. The celebrity of one 
writer draws after it the abufe and al- 
perfion of a thoufand; and the beauty 
of one diftinguifhed female, calls forth 
all the arrows of cenfure, and gives 
vent to all the poifon of malevolence ; 
the perfpicacious eye of envy is con- 
tinually looking through the wrong 


end of the perfpective, to magnify | 


every blemifh, and diminifh every per- 
fection: no incitements are left to a- 
nimate languor,. or encourage virtue ; 
to difentangle fophiftry, or inveftipate 
truth; whilt the great and good are 
only rendered more miferable by their 
accomplifhments, and incur a punifh- 
ment, where they had deferved a re- 
ward. 

Such were my laft night’s meditations 
on the hard lot of mankind, when fit- 
ting in my elbow chair, I indulged the 
dark {uggeftions of melancholy, and 
gave ear to the dictates of. experience, 
lamenting evils which I could not re- 
move, and probing wounds which I 
could not heal; when that fleep, which 

_1 had Jong in vain folicited, at length 
infenfibly tole upon me, and conveyed 
me in a moment to thofe ideal regions, 
where Honanape wanders without re- 
(lraint, and reafon refigns her {ceptre 
: a into 
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For 


‘nto the hands of fancy: I found my- 
felfon a fudden tranfported to a fair 
and fpacious plain, where J faw ata 
diftance two armies, who feemed pre- 
pared for aclion, and on the point of 
engagement with each other; for a 
while I {tood undetermined whether I 
fhould proceed to the field of battle, 
or retire to fome place of fafety, when 
a celeftial form, with looks of {weetnefs 
and complacency, approached towards 
me; brother centinel, faid he, and 
fmiled, I read your uncertainty, and 
know your doubts; behold in me the 
enius of inftruction, I am come to 
calm thy fears, and to remove thy ig- 
norance; know then, the place thou 
fee(t betore thee, is the {pot appointed 
to determine the -fate of mankind in 
this decifive day, between the rival 
powers of truth and falfhood, who 
have been long contending for the em- 
pire of the world; come with me to 
yonder eminence, whence thou maylt 


' view the confli@ unhurt and undif- 


covered; follow me, and be fafe. I 
obeyed with chearfulnefs the commands 
of my heavenly guide, who conducted 
me to the promifed afylum, which hung 
immediately over the field of battle, 
whence I could with eafe perceive the 
difpofition of the armies, and be an 
eye-witnefs of every motion. 

The forces of truth were command- 
ed by thofe illuftrious generals, merit, 
fearning and time, who were joined by 
two powerful female allies, modefly 
and beauty; thofe of falfhood were led 
on by calumny, ignorance and malice: 
envy and detraction were employed as 
aid de camps, and were, as I after- 
wards found, of infinite fervice in the 


engagement; and now 
- together ruth’d 


Roth battles main with ruinous affault 

And unextinguifhable rage. 
The firlt attack which I beheld, was 
falfhood’s right wing under the. con- 
dué of calumny, bearing down on the 
left wing of truth, commanded by me- 
rit, who by dint of courage and con- 
duét, kept the field for fome time, and 
feemed but to imbibe frefh {pirit from 
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the {pears of the enemy that fell blunted 
to the ground, which calumny obferv- 
ing, by the advice of experience, 
changed her weapons, and i ole her 
troops to make ufe of poifoned arrows, 
which fell in fuch frequent and irre- 
fiftible fhowers, that they were forced 
to give way, and yield to fuperior 
force. Time, who was in the rear, 
advanced immediately to the affiftance 
of merit, and endeavoured to rally his 
diftreffed friends, but was too flow in 
his motions to counteract the vigilance 
and activity of his adverfary. 

I could not but obferve upon this 
occafion, that the fuccels of falfhood 
was in a great meafure owing to the 
afliftance of ridicule, who from a fube 
altern in the fervice of calumny, hed 
lately raifed himfelf by art and chicar 
nery to a diftinguifhed rank in the ar- 
my: his troops alfo, like thofe of his 
general, made ufe of poifoned arrows, 
which they fhot in the manner of the 
Parthians, fo that they feemed to fly 
from the enemy while they attacked 
him. 

In the midft of the battle I remarked 
with a mixture of furprize and indige 
nation, a warrior, who by the {plens 
dor of his drefs and the gaiety of his 
appearance, feemed no inconfiderable 
perfonage; who feveral times, to my 
great altonifhment, deferted from truth 
to falfhood, and again from falfhood 
to truth; fhifting fides almoft every 

_moment, and who yet was received 
by each with an equal degree of fatif- 
faction: the name of this Swé/i-like 
hero I found on enquiry to be wit. f 
{oon learned that he had more of Ther- 
fites than of 4jax in this compolition ; 
and ferved rather to. divert and enter- 
tain both armies, than to be of any 
real confequence or importance ta 


either. 

From this ridiculous object my at- 
tention was now ealled off to another 
part of the field, to mark the bold and 
fuccefsful attacks of learning on igno- 
rance, whom he would have put to 
flight with the utmoft facility, but that 
he liftened to the dictates of pride, and 

pufhed 
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{caffold to be there ereGed, the fleth 
foal! be torn with red hot pincers from 
his breait, his arms, and thighs, and 
the calves of Lis legs ; his right hand, 
holding the knife wherewith he com- 
mitted the aforefaid parricide, fhali be 
fcorched and burned with flaming 
brimftone; and on the places where 
the tiefh has been torn with pincers, 
melted lead, boiling oil, fcalding pitch, 
with wax and brimitone melted toge- 
ther, thall be poured: After this, he 
fhal) be torn in pieces by four horfes, 
his limbs and body burnt to afhes, and 
difperfed in the air. His goods and 
chattels are alfo declared to be forfeit- 
ed and confifcated to the king. And 
it is further ordered, that the houfe in 
which he was born fhall be pulled 
down to the ground (the owner there- 
of being previoufly indemnified) and 
that no other building fhall ever here- 
afier be erected on the foundation 
thereof; and that within fifteen days 
afier the publication of this prefent 
fentence, bis father and mother fhall, 
by found of trumpet, and publick pro- 
clamation in the city of 4agouleme, be 
banifhed out of the kingdom, and for- 
bid ever to return, under the penalty 
of being hanged and {trangled, without 
any farther form or procefs at law. 
The court has alfo forbidden, and doth 
forbid, bis b: others, fillers, uncles, and 
ethe:s, from henceforth to bear the 
daid name of Aavailiac, enjoining 
thein to change it to fome other, un- 
der the Like penalties; and ordering 
the fubtiirure of the king’s attorney 
general to caufe this prefent fentence 
to be publithed and carried into execu- 
tion, under pain of being anfwerable 
for the fame ; and before the execution 
thercof, the court doth order, thar the 
Ssid Ravaillac fhall again undergo the 
torture, tor the difcovery of his ac- 
complices. 
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by calumny, has been the clandefiine 
employmapt of vice in every age and 
nation; ahd though the band of time 
hath endeavoured to denude the for- 
gcries of falfhodd, and the pen of fa- 
tire hath beenidrawn in the caule of 
truth and integrity; yet have their 
united forces proved infufficient to re- 
tard the celerity of {candal, or to flop 
the current of detraction. One would 
almolt be inclined to imagine that there 
was an evil principle in our nature, ex- 
citing every man to confider his neigh- 
bour’s wifdom as a reproach of his 
own folly, and his neighbour’s exalta- 
tion as an obftacle to his own happinefs. 
Hence arife the burnings of envy, the 
malice of comparifon, and the bicker. 

ings of animofity ; .to this we mutt in 
a great meafure attribute the fupplanta- 
tion of merit, the progrefs of folly, 
and the retrogreflion of wifdom and 
knowledge. The celebrity of one 
writer draws after it the abufe and af- 
perfion of a thoufand; and the beauty 
of one diltinguifhed female, calls forth 
all the arrows of cenfure, and gives 
vent to all the poifon of malevolence ; 
the perfpicacious eye of envy is con- 
tinually looking through the wrong 
end of the perfpective, to magnify 

every blemifh, and diminifh every per- 
fection: no incitements are Jeft to a- 

nimate languor, or encourage virtue ; 

to difentangle fophiftry, or inveftigate 

truth; whillt the great and good are 

only rendered more miferable by their 

accomplifhments, and incur a punith- 

ment, where they had deferved a re- 

ward. 

Such were my laft night’s meditations 
on the hard lot of mankind, when fit- 
ting in my elbow chair, I indulged the 
dark {uggeftions of melancholy, and 
gave ear to the dictates of experience, 
lamenting evils which I could not re- 
move, and probing wounds which I 
could not heal; when that fleep, which 


_T had long in vain folicited, at length 


infenfibly ftole upon me, and conveyed 


‘ne in a moment to thofe ideal regions, 


Where imagination wanders without re- 
{traint, and reafon tefigns her {ceptre 
° niles into 
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‘ato the hands of fancy: I found my- 
felf on a fudden tranfported to a fair 
and fpacious plain, where J faw ata 
diftance two armies, who feemed pre- 

red for aslion, and on the point of 
engagement with each other; for a 
while I ftood undetermined whether I 
fhould proceed to the field of battle, 
or retire to fome place of fafety, when 
aceleitial form, with looks of {weetnefs 
and complacency, approached towards 
me; brother centinel, faid he, and 
fmiled, I read your uncertainty, and 
know your doubts; behold in me the 
enius of inftruction, I am come to 
calm thy fears, and to remove thy ig- 
norance;' know then, the place thou 
fee(t before thee, is the {pot appointed 
to determine the -fate of mankind in 
this decifive day, between the rival 
powers of truth and falfhood, who 
have been long contending for the em- 
pire of the world; come with me to 
yonder eminence, whence thou mayilt 
view the confli@ unhurt and undif- 
covered; follow me, and be fafe. I 
obeyed with chearfulnefs the commands 
of my heavenly guide, who conducted 
me to the promifed afylum, which hung 
immediately over the field of battle, 
whence I could with eafe perceive the 
difpofition of the armies, and be an 
eye-witnefs of every motion. 

The forces of truth were command- 
ed by thofe illuftrious generals, merit, 
learning and time, who were joined by 
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the {pears of the enemy that fell blunted 
to the ground, which calumny obferv- 
ing, by the advice of experience, 
changed her weapons, and is her 
troops to make ufe of poifoned arrows, 
which fell in fuch frequent and irre- 
fiftible fhowers, that they were forced 
to give way, and yield to {fuperior 
force. Time, who was in the rear, 
advanced immediately to the affiftance 
of merit, and endeavoured to rally his 
diftreffed friends, but was too flow in 
his motions to counteract the vigilance 
and activity of his adverfary. 

I could not but obferve upon this 
occafion, that the fuccels of falfhood 
was in a great meafure owing to the 
afliftance of ridicule, who from a fube 
altern in the fervice of calumny, hed 
lately raifed bimfelf by art and chicar 
nery to a diftinguifhed rank in the ar- 
my: his troops alfo, like thofe of his 
general, made ufe of poifoned arrows, 
which they fhot in the manner of the 
Parthians, fo that they feemed to fly 
from the enemy while they attacked 
him. 

In the midft of the battle I remarked 
with a mixture of furprize and indig¢ 
nation, a warrior, who by the {plenr 
dor of bis drefs and the gaiety of his 
appearance, feemed no inconfiderable 
perfonage; who feveral times, to my 

reat altonifhment, deferted from truth 
to falfhood, and again from falfhood 
to truth; fhifting fides almoft every 
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two powerful female allies, modefty—moment,-and who yet was received 


and beauty; thofe of falfhood were led 
on by calumny, ignorance and malice: 
envy and detraétion were employed as 
aid de camps, and were, as I after- 
wards found, of infinite fervice in the 
engagement; and now 
together rufh’d 
Roth battles main with ruinous affault 
And unextinguifhable rage. 
The firlt attack which I beheld, was 
falfhood’s right wing under the. con- 
duct of calumny, bearing down on the 
left wing of truth, commanded by me- 
rit, who by dint of courage and con- 
duét, kept the field for fome time, and 
feemed but to imbibe frefh {pirit from 





by each with an equal degree of fatif- 
faction: the name of this Sw//i-like 
hero I found on enquiry to be wit. £ 
foon learned that he had more of Ther- 
fites than of Ajax in this compolition ; 
and ferved rather to. divert and enter- 
tain both armies, than to be of any 
real confequence or importance to 
either. 

From this ridiculous obje& my at- 
tention was now called off to another 
part of the field, to mark the bold and 
fuccefsful attacks of learning on igno- 
rance, whom he would have put to 
flight with the utmoft facility, but that 
he liftened to the dictates of pride, and 

pufhed 














210 06=ClCs The: GENERAL MAGAZINE 


pufhed his viétory too far; the fatal 
confequence of which was, that am- 
buthes were laid for him by the enemy, 
which he fell into with precipitation, 
and could not efcape from without dif- 
ficulty and danger. 

Though the two amazons, modefty 
and beauty, molt heartily engaged in 
the defence of their beloved monarch, 
I could not help obferving that the 
former was greatly deficient in conduct, 
and the latter failed in point of cou- 
rage; fo that their forces were eafily 
fubdued by impudence and malice: 
their defeat had indeed gone nigh to 
bring on a general overthrow, and de- 
termined the victory in favour of falf- 
hood, had not virtue arrived moft {ca- 
fonably to the relief of truth with a 
confiderable reinforcement. At his 
approach every cheek was flufhed with 
confidence, and every eye fparkled with 
delight: merit rallied his f{cattered 
troops, even modefty prew bold under 
his aufpices; beauty fmiled with freth 
charms, and learning took the tield 
once more with re-animated vigour. 
Integrity, who had the firft command 
under this new ally, had brought with 
him a quantity of thields, proot againft 
the fears of malice, and impenetrable 
by the arrows of calumny ; with thefe 
the army of truth was foon equipped, 
and renewed the battle with frefh ar- 
dour and redoubled courage. Falfhood 
began now in her turn to defpair; her 
forces retreated on every fide, and vic- 
tory was juft on the point of declaring 


herfelf the patronefs of truth, when» 


the half-fabdued combatant, by the 
advice of cunning, whom fhe always 
conf{plted, took a dangerous and de- 
iperate refolution, which proved but 
too fuccefsful. She cloathed bherfelf in 
the babie of truth, affumed her air 
gellure and difcourfe, and coming % 
the enemy's camp, infinuated herfelf 
into the hearts of the foldiery, and 
feduced the whole army over to her 
Own territories; where it was fome 
time before the captives difcovered the 
freud, and found themfelves the de- 
Juded victims of treachery and diflimu- 






lation. The crics made by the un, 
happy prifoners on a fudden awaked 
me, to lament once more the unde- 
ferved fate of truth, thus doomed to 
fall a facrifice to the ftratagems of 
falfhood, who has the infolence to 
boait her perpetual triumphs over the 
united efforts of learning, merit and 
virtue. | 
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The fellowing Piece of Hiftory or Sto- ci 
ry, or whatever you pleafe to call it, fy 

is humbly infcribed to all the good | an 
People of Great Britain. Byasrue | ™ 
Briton. | ii 
N the days of the glorious E/iza- ; 
beth, a fine fhip of war was ordered 2 
out by her majelty to cruize againftthe 9%, = ¢] 
enemy. She was called the Britannia, t 
and had on board near 600 men. She | v 
had fearce got out of thechannelwhen Bf 
a violent {torm arofe, which foon low- r 
ered her mafts to the deck, and, to add . 
to the misfortune, it was perceived | { 


that her hold was half full of water; 
which made her {wim fo deep, thatthe | 
captain called out as loud as he could 
bawl, * All hands to the pumps.” But 
behold ! inftead of obeying the cape | 
tain’s orders, the whole crew ranged © 
themfelves on each fide the deck, the ~ 
fir{t lieutenant heading the largeft pare 
ty of them, and the fecond lieutenant 
the remainder: After which the fe- 
cond lieutenant made the following 
ipecch; § G-—d the fhip is finkingy 
and nothi¥p can fave her but giving me 
the firft command under the captain. 
Let that be done, and I’ll be d—d if I 
don’t rid her of every drop of water in 
lefs than a quarter of an hour. Nay, 
and what is more, I'll engage my life 
for it that the fhail never have another 
leak in her as long as her name is the 
Britannia.” The firft lieutenant upon 
this declared, that to fave the fhip, and 
the lives of fo many brave fellows he 
was willing, if the captain pleafed, ta 
refign up his command ; but at the fame 
time tipped the wink to tha§ part of 

the 














Fr FRANUARY 


the crew who had fided with him not 
to budge a ftep, or obey the orders of 
the other. The captain, who was the 
moft humane, and at the fame time the 
bravelt man alive, feeing the danger 
his people were in (whom he loved as 
his life) with an amazing agility and 
force laid hold of the firft lieytenant, 
and tipped him overboard, and before 
you could turn your eye, ferved the o- 
ther juft in the fame manner, crying 
out, “ Damn ye, for a couple of raf- 
cals, is this a time to quarrel about 
{uperiority ?:? All hands upon this 
immediately went to work, and the fhip 
was faved with difficulty, with the 
lives of the whole crew. For the 
captain, notwithftanding his refent- 
ment againft the lieutenants, had good 
nature enough to order cables out, and 
they were dragged into the fhip again, 
though not without a good foufing, 


_ which I believe every honeft man will 


fay they deferved, and a good cat o’ 
nine tails into the bargain, which the 
whole crew, being come to their fen- 
fes, were very near giving them. 

“‘N. B. There is no moral belong- 
ing to this ftory, and the reafon 
is, becaufe this is not an age for 
morals.” 
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To the AUTHOR, Ge, 
SLR, | 
I fend you two pieces, written by two 
very eminent perfons on a very ex- 
traordinary fubject : qe is a trait 
_ flation of a ietter front the Marithal 
de Richlieu to the celebrated M. de 
Voltaire, written originally in 
French’; the other is an exact copy 
_ of an original letter, written in En- 
glith, by M..de Voltaire to Mr Byng, 
‘ who is now under fentence of death 
for that very conduct which has ex- 


torted the praife of a generous ene- 


my. I cannot doubt of their being 
‘ acceptable to you, 4s they will cer- 

tainly be the objects of public cu- 
Iam, yours, &c. A. B. 


riolity. 
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Clux delices pres de Geneve. 


STIR, 


HO’ I amalmoft unknown to you, 
I think ’tis my duty to fend you 
the copy of the Jetter which I have 
jult received from the Marifhal Duke 
of Richlieu ; Honour, humanity, and 
equity order me to convey itinto your 
hands. This noble a | unexpected 
teftimony from one of the moft candid 
as well as the molt generous of my 
countrymen, makes me prefume your 
judges will do you the fame juftice. 
I am with refpect, Sir, &c. 
VOLTAIRE, 


To the Hon. 7. Byng, Efq. 


S1R, 


Am very fenfibly concerned for Ad- 

miral Byng ; Ido affure you what- 
ever I have feen or heard of him does 
him honour. After having done all] 
that man could reafonably expect from 
him, he ought not to be cenfured for 
fuffering a defeat. When two com- 
manders contend for victory, tho’ both 
are equally men of honour, yet one 
muft neceffarily be worfted, and there 
is nothing againft Mr Byng but his be- 
ing worlted, for his whole conduét was 
that of an able feaman, and is juftly 
worthy of admiration. The ftrength 
of the two fleets was at /eaf? equal ; 
the Englith had 13 fhips and we 12 
much better equipped and much cleaner. 
Fortune that prefides over all battles, 
and efpecially thofe that are fought at 
fea, was more favourable to us than to 
our adverfaries, by fending our balls 
into their fhips with greater execution. 
Iam perfuaded, and itis the generall 
received opinion, that if the Fnplith 
had obftinately continued the engage- 
ment, their whole fleet would have 
been deftroyed. 

In fhort, there cin be no higher ac&t 
of injuftice than what is now attempt- 
ed apainft Admiral Byng, and all men 
of honour, and all gentlemen of the ar- 
my are particulayly intgrelted in the e- 
vent, RicHELIgu. 
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I received this original letter from 
Marifhal D. de Richlreu, the 1ft of Ja- 
nuary 1757, in witnefs of which I have 
figned my name, VOLTAIRE. 


DOS OIOSPET IOPIOO e »*—> 


To th AUTHOR, Ge. 
S1R, 


OU have often and jultly ex- 
claimed againft the pernicious 


eftects of ftills in confuming fo much. 


corn, befides the dreadful effects 
of. killing fo many perfons: As 
to the la(t, no advice or perfuafion 
will deter the drinker of fpirits to for- 
bear it; but as to the walting fo much 
grain by making fpirits, I think it may 
be remedied, would our' diftillers fall 
in with the Dutch method, in preferv~ 
ing all the boghoufes, make pits in the 
ground Jike tanners vats, and when 
the boghoufes are cleancd, put the ftuff 
into thefe pits, with water, ftirring 
them well about until mixed: Let them 
ftand fo until properly fermented, which 
may eafily be known by putting a {tick 
into it (asthe Hollanders do) and upon 
pulling it out, putting the finger there- 
on, and Jaying it upon the tongue, when 
the fowerne(s will appear; when it is 
properly fermented, it is put into the 
{till: And the finglings being drawa 
off they are pet into a clean [till to 
double, throwing in fome Juniper Ber- 
ries, by which as good geneva may be 
hadasthe//ol/and; or by puttingin any 
feed, oc. the fpirit may be diverfified 
to as many kinds as you pleafe. It is 
well known, that human ordure yields 
a very {trong f{pirit, and much of it. 
Did not the [ollander's ufe this me- 
thod, they neither could export fo 
much gin as they do, nor fell at fo 
low a price, as from fixteen to twenty 
pence a gallon; for if they made it of 
corn, they could not make fuch quan- 
ties, nor fell it at the price. Now as 
many of our people are fond of the 
Folland gin, may not we have plenty 
of it ourfelves, and keep our money 


at home, and alfo preferve much corn 
walted by diftillers, The boghoufes 
in London, if properly managed (as the 
Hollanders do) would yield many 
thoufand gallons of as good fpirits as 
what we import, and might be fold 
cheap even when corn is dear, and 
would anfwer as well as what is made 
of our corn, and perhaps wholfomer ; 
for the Ho/land gin is cried up for a 
wholfome dram. 


QOS eS PRO RC ae 


The MACHINE. 4 Poem forthe Year 1757, 
Jam nova progenies, &C. 


OW the new progeny from heay’n defcends, 
Of long mifconduct the dear-bought a- 
mends. 

Britons, you've oft at Cowent Garden feen 
Glide from the ftarry roof a bright Machine 5 
And now in very deed you may behold, 
New minifters blaze out in Engl gold. “ 
What joys! what triumphs the wife leaders plot! 
Well worth their fill t” unravel is the knot. 

The lofty pageant, courtly mufe explain, 
And paint the virtues of this fplendid train. 
Where horrid rocks nod o’er a dreadful wafte, 
Chatfworth! fair palace, feems by magic plac’d 5 
All ufefal, juft, great, elegant, refin’d, 

The fcene a p'€ture of the mafter’s mind. 

Genius of Chatfeorth, born to guard the throne, 
And on thy country’s glory build thine own, 
*Tis thine, grace, order, beauty, to create, 
From horrors that deform the defert ftate. 

Untully’d Legg, with Exglif heart and mind, 
Refumes the truft he gloricufly refign’d ; 

Call’d to the charge by his lov’d fov’reign’s voice, 
And public credit brightens at the choice. 

To point ezr naval thunders at the foe, 
Springs heroes from th’ Elyfan fields of Stow : 
Good Giloert’s dauntlefs brother, warlike WeA, 
Reaps Jawrel crowns enough for all the reft. 

What rich rewards fhall Britifo valour nurfe, 
Now two- fac’ d"¥anus holds the foldier’s purfe! 
O'd-face, look back, thro” paft inglorious years, 
And for fmall merit pay the cheap arrears. 
Smug- face, look forward, bid the troops be gay, 
And ready, as their courage, make their pay. 

Sce threefold Geryon on the Ch—’ry feat. 
Difplay three rev’reud fronts with brains replete, 
Six elbows fure the cufhion will o’erload ! 

And how can fix fuch hands be well beftow’d ? 

Why, one may hold the fwerd,and one the {cales, 

One point — right, and one where fraud pre. 
vails 5 

One may forbid young orators to ramble, 

And one be wav'd, applauding glib H—e C—/, 

But how ‘twould make the trighted lawyersftare, 


‘Shogld any two be ftretch'd toward heav’n in 


pray’r! 


The 
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For 


e wily broker hopes in vain to fee 
9 seckerard-bending finger hook a fee, 
Nor buys he Lady Geryon’s good graces, 
By {plitting perquifites, or quart ring places. 
Whene’er the {cythe of time, or royal {way, 
Shal! lop two noddles from this trunk away 5 
If juftice be not. deaf, as well as blinc, 
Doubtlefs the w—eft * will-be left behind. 

Hark, Britons! Tally {peaks! what force! 

what grace ! 
Conviétion beams delight in ev’ry face. 
But hell-born Hydra taints the public blifs ; 
Her hundred ferpent-heads envenom’d hifs. ; 
Hafte! {word and target bring from Vulcan's 
forge, 

Bring {pear and helmet ; arm him like St Georges 
Forbear, he cries—with thadows guilt’s alarm’d, 
The jut inflexibly refolv’d, is arm’d. 
Now for rich fops gape all her fe-pent Jaws, 
Nor higher than his pocket dart her claws. 
He treads her bloated paunch ; an odious tide 
Of black pollution burfts her footed fide. 
The fenate fickens at th’ infeétious {mell, 
The fiend drags back her crawling fnakes to hell, 
And leaves, in filth befmear’d, eleétion fcrolis, 
Purfes, bank-notes, and copies of court rolls. 


On Mifs Molly Bolton, of Penrith in Cumber- 
land, who qwas killed by a Hurricane, Thurf- 
day Morning, O&. 7. . - 


Hile fortowing friends, o’erwhelm’d in 
deepeft woe, 

Give their vaft grief in ceafelefs plaints to flow, 
The mufe, lamented fhade, in mournful lays, 
The laft fad tribute of affection pays. 

Alas! how foon our flatt’ring hopes decay ! 
How quick the fair illufions melt away ! 
But now thy blooming form in ev’ry breaft, 
Fancy’s fond penci) draw fupremely blett ; 
Shew'd thee, united in the bonds of love, 
In each domeftic fcene thy worth approve ; 
Now fmmile thy hufband’s anxious mind to peace, 
Now form with gentleft arts thy infant race: 
In vain—nor hufband muft-thy virtues fhare;— 
Nor infant offspring own thy forming care 5 
Doom’d an untimely facrifice to death, 
Ong direful moment ftopp'd thy “fated breath. 

Deck’d with each clfarm that decks the fe- 

male race, _ 

Each genuine virtue, and each fpotelefs grace, 
What gen’rous bofom but thy worth admir’d, 
What gen’rous bofom but thy pattern fir’d ? 
Polite by nature were thy manners feen, 
As tut’ring art had modell’d all thy mien. 


* The author wrote a different initial letter 
bere, whether Y or E, or what other letter, gentle 
reader, guefs, and with thy pen correct the text at 
thy pleafure. The printer judictoupy changed it 
Sor W, which confines thee to read the word tle 
ther wifeft or worthieft, neither of which words 


makes the leaft change in the genuine fenfe of the 
prophecy, 


JFJANU 


MOB sT: - 1992: 


In every fpeech, by candid plainne(s drefs'd, 
Thy unaffected heart ftood forth confefs, 
Witnefs, ye fair, that ftrove to call her friend, 
Pleas’d in each feene her foottteps to attend, 
Whene’r her converfe turn’d on virtue’s lore, 
Or when fhe gave to mirih the ficial hour ; 
How ye in rapture of attention hung, 
While ev’ry truth came mended ftom her tongue. 
‘Was there a wretch opprefs’d with anxious woe ! 
How did her melting foul in bounty flow > 
E’va human frailties her compaffion drew, 
And no abhorrence, put of vice, the knew. 
Relentlefs form! why fell not thy bl nd rage 
Where no lov’d objects the foft with engage ; 
Where waftes, unmark’d by mortal ftep, appear, 
Where forefts nod, or mountains tow’r in air ? 
Say, did fome fiene, to human blifs a foe, 
Point the dire whirlwind, and direét the blow ? 
Ah, no—the hand, which nature’s realms obey, 
Snatch’d the dear maid to fcenes of brighter day. 
Be ours, till there we meet and part no mire, 
The great beheft in filence to adore. 
And * thou, belov’d companion of her life, 
Who heard’ ft her groan, in nature’s doubtfal 
ftrife ; 
When the dire ruin cruth’d her helplefs head, 
Thyfelf ju mingled with the dreary dead ; 
Learn, (for thy life in pleafing rep'te giv’n, 
Is doubly due to kind indulgent heav’n) 
Learn from the mould’ring earth thy thoughts 
“ to raife, ' ~ 
And be each deed a grateful hymn of praife. 


Upon a Dif of Te ea. 
Addreffed to a Young Lady. 


AIL fov’reign leaf, whofe virtue can dif- 
penfe 

To matrons modefty, to maidens fenfe; 
Whofe liquid effence every climate charms, 
Whofe balm enlivens, and whofe fpirit warms, 
Green is by moft admir’d, the female tea; 
Some ftill prefer the mafculine bohea, 
From China’s vafe of variegated hue 
You gently fip the fweet ne€tareous dew : 
More humble delf contents the ruftic dame, 
With glofly white, or brown cf antique framey 
All, all, unite in high and low degree, 
That nothing was, or wil] be like to tea. 

Be cautious, fair one, how you tafte its juice, 
*Tis moderation juftifics its ufe. 
Thé draughe is pleafing, was its virtue fo, 
But latent poifon lurks conceal’d below. 

See lady Harrict, in her nineteenth year, 
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: That life of frolick, and that a:] that's dear, 


With pallid cheeks, where rofes us'd to blow ; 

With livid lips, where cherries lov’d to grow, 

‘ Reftore me, doét»r, to myfelf, the cries, 

* Revive that light’ ning, which has fled my eyes. 
* E’en 


* Mifs Dawhn, of Blencowe, near Penrith, 
the young lady whe was in bed ewith ber, but 
out of the ruins unburt,: ois 
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« E'en lady Charlotte plumes at my difgrace, — 
® That aukward thing, with bloated milkmaid 
* fact, 
@ My power ufuspt, the reigns at every ball, 
Shinee at the ay, and fparkles in the Mall, 
Oh! could my beauty but renew its grace, 
That beauty, fatal to her rival face ; , 
I'd have my lords 2n‘ beaux as well as fhe, 
Inftead of her, they then would dye for me.” 
Her cafe defcrib’d, the do€tor play’d his part, 
And found her cure fuperior to his art ; 
A ftreak of bloom would fometimes paint her 
face, 

But rebe! palennefs foon ufurpt his place, 
His phyfic baffled, other arts he tries, 
Tea he forbids, or elie his patient dies. 
Tea the gives up, fince every med’cine fails, 
And health returns, as abftinence prevails. 
Alas! too foon her refolution falls, 
The Syren cup her eager with tecalls 9 
Spite ef relapfe, the long’d for potion quafts, 
Lords, beaux, and beauty, vanith at her draughts. 
Now view the rofes faded i their bud, 
Her nerves all trembjing, and her ftagnate blood; 
Her eager hopes the fatal cup deftroys, 
And fterner minifters grim death employs. 

Forwarn’d avoid the wretched Harrict’s cafe, 
J.cft the fame end attend your blooming face. 
To» large a potion is a dang’ rous thing, 

uft fip, or tafte not that Circa@an {pring 5 

here potent draughts corrode the vita! part, 

But mo:"rate cups exhilerate the heart. 
Windfor. 


ODE for the New Year, 1757, 
Recit, and Air, Mr Beard, 


HILE Britain, in her monarch bleft, 
Enjoys her heart’s defire ; 
Proud to avow that joy confefs’d, 
Thus to her lord the ftrikes ber lyre, 


A Tl R. 


Rode and rural tho” our lays, 
While with hearts fiacere we fing, 
Far greater glory gilds our praife 
Than ere adorn'd the brighteft king, — 
Recit. and Air, Mr Baildon. 
As nature lowes to lend the earth 
Suns and fhowers to aid her birth, 
So duteous fubjects to their king 
Annual loans of treafure bring. 


Al R. 


With willing wingsexchang’d thofe treafur 

W bile royal riches public wants “ak “Ar, 
Well the mutual virtues fgir, 

His the glory, theirs the fruit, 


Recit. and Air, Mr Was, 
Not the prolific ftreams 
That Beture’s thirft fupply, 
Or burpith’d gold that beams 
On gorgeossluxury, = 
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Can brighter glory boat, 


Or greater good contain, = r 
Than, radiant round our coaft, — : A 

Breaks forth from Cefar’s reigne ‘3 
AI R, 4 7 


Had the lyrift of old 
Had our Cafar to fing 

More rapid his raptures had roll’d, 
But never had Greece fuch a king, 


CHORUS. " 
No——never had Greece fach a king. ye 
Recit, and Air, Mr Arnold. an 

While Britons form themfelves the law eter 
That keeps impiety in awe, fur 
Nor prince, or people ere conteft, fH 
Unlefs to make thee great or blefs’d. ol 
ATR, eit 

Thus poffe fling Ja 

Ev’ ry biefling ha 

Happy fubjects can defire, » ‘di 


Where’s the nation 
Who’s high ftation y 


Can to nobler fame 2 {pire ? ' 
ug 
Recit, Mr Savage. } to 
Tho’ Rome of old, 10 
As bards have told, : fe 
For wie!ding well his iron rod, E de 
Advanc’d Auguffus to a god, ; 
Behold a title yet th 
More chriftianly complete, | al 
Of more fublime degree, . 
By glorious truth approv’d, Ww 
The monarch beft belov'd, a 
Diftinguifhes, great Ge onct AuGustTts, 
Thee. u 
Trio, Meff. Beard, Wafs, and Savage, 5) 
What happier days could heav’n ordain, ‘ i 
Than long t’ have liv’d in fuch a reign ? ‘a | 
There have we found the higheft grace, ra ¢ 
While Ca/ar's reign proclaims his race. i nT 
: CHORUS. _ 
Late may he pafs to heav’n refign’d 7 0 
And long below rejoice mankind, . d 
. : 
d 
; 
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ANarrative of an otd Gentleman redu- 
ced to a very deplorable Situation by 
Cabals and Squabbies among bis Ser- 
vatls. 


R St George is an eminent mer- 

i chant in (dames-fAreet, and as 
honelt a min as ever lived: He has 
cultivated almoft every branch of trade, 
and is a very great dealer in the wool- 
len manvfacture, the corn-trade, and 
fuch fike {ulid commercial advantages. 
His correfpondents in all parts of the 
globe were ufed to entertain the high- 
eit refpeét for the old gentleman, till 
Jately he met with fome loffes, which 
have in fome degree, leffened his cre- 
‘dit. Hiseffe@ts in Minorca have fal'en 
into the hands of the Freuc/, and in 
America he has met with fome very 
ugly rubs. Hie is naturally very good 
to his domeftics, and hates new faces 
in his family : Of this difpofition his 
fervants took all advantages, and the 
decreafe of his reputation is generally 
thought to be owing to their negligence 
and ill condué. 

His upper fervant was an o/d Woman, 
who had great perquifites under him, 
and is fuppofed to have fquandered her 
mafter*s as well as ber own fubftance. 
She was ever fond of good houfe-keep- 
ing, and entertained the fervants of 
fleangers with great hofpitality, This 
circumftance got her a good word. a- 
mong the lovers of good-cheer, but-fhe 
was a filly Wor0n, and of fo meddling 
@ temper, that fhe would neither do her 
own buiinefs, nor let the other fervants 
do theirs as they fhould do, fo that the 
houfe was never ir thorough good or- 
der. Yet fuch was old St Gearye’s at- 
tachment to her that he would do no- 
thing without her advice, and he gave 
her the care of his money, bills, &c. 
You may believe fhe was totally unfit 
for fo weighty a truft, and not Jong 
fince fhe paid a very confiderable fum 
drawn upon her majiter by a factory in 
Germany, though fhe afually had thea 
no effeéts of theirs in her hands. 

Philio was employ-d as ~jullice’s 


ART 


clerk (Mr St Georze being a jultice of 


ed 
“7 


—- 
iad * 


‘the peace.) Itis faid in the neighbours 


hood that Piciip drew warrants weil ; 
but he has the name of having encou- 
raged litigiouloets in al! the poor peo- 
ple that came before him, and it was his 
way to keep them a Jong time before 
he would give them a politive an{wer to 
the malt plain and fimple queition. He 
has a very {trong averfion to matrimo- 
ny, and was never eafy but when re- 
gulating the family affairs with the O/d 
/Voman in the pantry 3 by which means 
he enjoyed very great vails, and he got 
many a tid bit for his kindred and fol- 
lowers. 

Harry was at firft a cabbin-boy on 
board a man of war, but he foon left 
that life, and went to fervice. He li- 
ved under feveral maiters, but could 
never produce a certificate of his good 
behaviour. Moft of the footmen gave 
him the character of a dirty, miferly 
little fellow : However, he was a cun- 
ning dog, and wriggled himfelf into fa- 
vour wiih the O/d Woman, who gave 
him the care of the Tu//ies, on which 
the AZ:/%-/core and fuch things were 
generatly kept. 

George was bred afaiior; and onhis 
return home from a long voyage, thro” 
Philip’: influence, Mr St George gave 
him a /Vatermas’s Badge, to prevent 
his going tof@a again. It was George's 
bufinefs to attend the wharfs, the docks, 
and to give proper directions to the 


-watermen ; but, inftead of this, he 


{quandered away his time late and early 
at the Prince Arthur's Head amoung 
gamblers, pick-pockets, and fharpers, 
where, however we mult do him the 
juttice to fay, that he was never given 
to any tricks himfelf. 

Thele were Mr St George’s upper 
fervants, Hexry and Wi// were in the 
next degree, Henry (for fo he was cali- 
ed to diftinguifh him from the above- 
mentioned Harry) had formerly been a 
Cocker, Smocker, and Foxhunter; and 
Vill was in the beginning of his days 
a comnisn Trooper; but they both on 
a fudden took it in their heads to go to 

ervice. They were foon hired by Mr 
Db St 
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St George; Henry was charged with 
giving proper direétions to all the 
game-keepers upon his matters man- 
ors, and Will was employed to pay 
them their wages. Thefe two were 
Jooked upon by Mr StGeorge’s acquain- 
tance as his two able(t feryants, as in 
truth they were ; they were both repu- 
ted honeit, and both plainly faw the ill 
conduct of the upper fervants : Wil 
was perfuaded that the heedlefsnefs of 
the O!d Woman would fometime or o- 
ther fet the houfe on fire ; This howe- 
ver he refolyed to keep to himéfelf, 
knowing that then would be the time 
to fupplaint the O/d Bitch, for fo he em- 
phaticallly called her. He ufed fre- 
quently to rife. up in the fervants hall 
to find fault with the houfe-keeping, 
and was thought avery notable {pokef- 
man. It was often faid that he {poke 
as well as acommon-council man; and 
he would frequently take a turn down 
to Billinefgate, to attend the eloquence 
of the Briti/> Fifbery, from whence he 
was remarkable for tran{planting his 
boldeft figures in fpeech. Henry was 
fonder of doing than talking, though 
he had a great readinefs for either. 
He propofed a {cheme to Will, which 
was, that they two fhould join to dif- 
cover the O/d Homan’s neglegencies. 
But /Vi// rejected this propofal, on ac- 
count of acaba} he was then engaged 
in with the fervants of Mr St George’s 
grandfon. This. refufal determined 
Henry to accept the conditions propo- 
fed by the O/d Woman, that he thould 
write the foreign letters for the future : 
which he did to be in the way, and that 
he might thereby haye an opportunity 
of preventing mifchief: But in this he 
was deceived ; the O/d Woman, Philip, 
and George, {pent every night in the 
pantry, and he never knew what they 
were about. 
Complaints now rofe very hiph, a 
reached the ears of the old An hey 


who was then embarraffed in fettling 
an intricate account with a French mere 
chant who had wron 


ed hi 
and fent him eenaping ond ss 


g letters, by ever 
polt, that he would give = lewee 
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attorney to fome of his clerks to come 
over and commence a fuit againft him, 
and take out an execution againft all 
his effets ; thefe letters were accom- 
panied with fome dark innuendo’s, that 
fome night or other his houfe fhould 
be burnt to the ground. The old 
gentleman, upon this, confulted his 
fon, (the moft eminent lawyer in the 
temple) who had before made good his 
father’s title in a vexatious fuit, and 
who now affured him he would upon 
any other occafion carry his caufe for 
him, though perhaps not with colts: 
The next {tep Mr St George took was 
to enfure his houfe, and he fent to his 
country-feat for a water-engine, which 
he knew would play well in cafe of need, 
Wiv exclaimed among the other 
domeftics again{t this prudent ftep ; 
and Harry, who ought to have mind- 
ed the Tallies of the milk-fcore, &c. 
had the affurance to give his opinion 
too againit the engine: This fellow 
had never been a good fervant ; if de- 
fired to carry up adifh to his matter, 
he was fure to dip his fingers in the 
fauce, to try whether it was good and 
fit for him; and if bid to carry a lan- 
thorn be!ore him at night, he did it fo 
as to afford him very little light. He 
was indeed too low and little for any 
other but his firft employment, and Mr 
St George was glad to part with him 
on this occafion. Affairs were thus 
circamitanced, when Henry feeing 
that the o.p woman’s cabal would 
ruin his mafter, defired to be difchar- 
ged, left he fhould bear the blame of 
what he could not prevent; but he 
affured his mafter, whom he loved, that 
if any thing fhould happen, he would 
be at hand and contribute his belt aid : 
Chis was yefterday morning, and lait 
night the houfe was all in confufion. 
On the firft alarm the ovpD WOMAN, 
Putttip,and GeorGeE, confcious that 
it was thejr fault, and frightened out 
of their fenfes, begged likewife to be 
paid off, and the o.p woman with 
tears in her eyes faid the would take 
nothing above her wages: Bat. this 
was only a ¢goy of her copanepane: . 
r 
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for it comes out that fhe has procured 
a Jeter with her matter’s largeit feal 
to it, that will be ef the Lord knows 
what value to her eldeft nephew, who 
had before the beft bargain on the 
whole eftate ; and it is certain that fhe 
got no tefs than four beneficial leafes, 
figned even after the fire broke out, 
and fince fhe had given warning. 

Wivu having now gained his ends, 
began to laugh in his fleeve ; he knew 
he fhould be called for, and refolved 
to keep out of the way as long as 
pofible: His mafter began to call out, 
Who's there? But that being nobody’s 
name, he did not anfwer; but when 
he heard him cry out, Vhere’s WiLL? 
he immediately ran to him, and on cun- 
dition that for the future he fhould 
write the foreign letters, and that his 
brother GAUKEE fhould be firft water- 
man, &c. promifed his endeavours to 
put out the fire. He likewife infifted 
that the water-engine fhould be fent a- 
way, alledging that one of the fire- 
men had ftole an handkerchief,. The 
pofture of things admitted no delay : 
Mr St George, though he difliked 
WILL, agreed to his propofal, and 
Witt inftantly went to bed in one 
of the out-houfes, complaining that he 
Was very ill, 

While matters went on thus within 
doors, a mob affembled without. In- 
ftead of falling to work to ftop the 
Progrefs of the flames, they enquired 


how it began; they damn’d the oLp — 


woman, they abufed Puit and 
GgrorGE, and even Henry fell under 
their difpleafure for living in fuch a 
place. Many were amazed to fee the 
water-enpgine going away, but the 
{tory of the handkerchief was {pread 
among them, and they all roared out 
againft the pickpocket. Then they 
hozza’d for Witt.—Z have heard un 
talk in the fervants’ ball, fays one; A 
Coes not love money, fays another; J’// 
tell you what, fays athird, a refufed 
half acrown at the door from a fo- 
reigner;—Nay, if a refufed half a 
Croan, be’s able to p—/s out the Fire, 
—And {fo they huzza’'d WiLL for ever. 
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About this time Henry feized a 
bucket of water, and was jult poing to 
difcharge it on the flames ; when WiLL, 
who happened to run to the garret 
window, cried out, What the devil is 
that fellow at!—Lay down the bucket 
and be damn'd to you.—What are yout 
about ?—Do you want to throw the 
houfe down? —-L'll fee the whole fireet 
in a blaze before Pd work with fuch a 


fellow. On this Witt returned to 


his matter, and told him he would have 
neither Vater, nor the Exgine, nor the 
bufy Fellow, and if he did not give 
them all up, J won't /eal your letters 
by G—d. 

Mean while a kuot of people got 
together in a corner of the ftreet ; I 
always Jove to hear thefe circular de- 
bates ; the perfons who formed the 
council, were a BROKER from thealley, 
a WH1G, to which party the old gentle- 
man had always been a zealous friend, 
a TORY, and an HONEST CITIZEN. 
‘ Mr St George is agood deal in my 
‘ debt,’ fays the broker, ‘ and alfo to 
‘ feveral of my friends: He has lately 
‘ taken up a good deal of money upon 
‘ bonds, and I with he may have effects 
‘ to pay; I would not have him burnt 
“ out till I have got all I can byhim— 
‘ if he will give—per Cent. we'll fup- 
‘ port his credit a little longer, and 
“that’s all that can be done; for 
‘ things will go on juftthe fame way, 
‘ I fuppofe, whether HEnry or Witt 
‘ write the foreign letters,’ ‘I beg your 
‘ pardon,’ fays the Tory, ‘if Witt 
‘is hired, old St George fhall wrn 
‘ rory, and that expenfive engine 
‘ fhall never appear again :’——* By 
‘ 
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G—d,’ fays the wuic, ‘ its my o- 
pinion you'd be glad to fee the good 
old man burnt in his bed ; if the fire 
encreafes, the water engine would 
have helped to put it out, and fince 
Witt will neither do one thing nor 
t’other, I wifh Henry wonld take 
up his bucket again with all my 
heart.’—* Truce with your damn’d 
difputes,’ cries the HONEST CITI: 
zen ;’ ‘don't you fee how the flames 
‘ fpread—help neighbours, bear ahand, 
‘Jdo@ 
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© dg ———the whole town will be in a 
© blaze—for heaven's fake, Ds ftir your: 
© félyes——now is the time-——-you i 
© be furrounded with robbers and pick- 
é pockets prelently—pox o' your di- 
© foores about WILL and Henry-—I 
é with they’d-both fer ther {houlders 
6 ¢ work—b-—-n the OLD WOMAN 
6 and her companions that‘let the fre 
© vet a bead before they gave thealarm 
» We'll tofs-her in a blanket, and 
é duck the warer-man, and the juttice’s 
‘ clesk fhall {tand in the pillory, or 
‘ buy himfelf off with bis Co/e, which 
‘ he’s too fond of. —But for G—d's 
‘ fake let us have no dilputes ; but fall 
‘1 2s becomes honelt men and good 
‘ citizens.’ 

What efedt this h d on Witt is 
not yetknown: there is a prodigious 
fmoke, and the flames have -not fub- 
fided. It they thould break out with 
redoubled fury, they have a great deal 
to aniwer for, who fent away the wa- 
ter-engine. I tincerely pity good Mr 
St George, furroended as he is, by fuch 
Servants. It were to be wifhed there 
were a proper daw to curd the iniolence 
of thoic fellows in livery, who are 
made faucy by their exorbitant vails. 
J’am ture their conduct will not itand 
the Te/t: , 

P. S. It is now ten o’clock in the 
ghorning, and the fire is not yet out : 
Wirt has done nothing towaids it, 
and it is new faid he will foon get in- 
io a Tah to hold forth; but what good 


that wildo [can’t imagine. Heaven 
prelerve old Mr Ss Gea: ge. 
OPT RINE CSS 


From the CONTEST, 


iG the dark virulence of that aukward 
j criodical paper called the Tisr, 
WG talamy is equalled only by its 
Mp tONes, IS NOt Wnmeviatey produ- 
ced othe world, as it is.flrained irom 
the wod.y head, and-olack cart, of a 
remaha c luwrpine Plends Politicien 
serie blic acy be aiff ‘ 


 aiiured, trom ine 
fuiulle .. aris, ihat it flows Oiigiaally 
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from that corrupt fountain; whether 
it palles or no afterwards through the 
venal brain of fome wretched merce. 
nary feribler. | 

- it Seems this very ingenious writer 
has taken a merry conceit into his 
héad (whether ferioufly ftupid or jo- 
colely infipid, I leave his own pen to 
explain) that a naticnis to be governed 
by the corporeal itrength of a minilier 
of {tate, and not by his mental endow- 
ments; and therefore, like an arch 
wag, never fails to tip the wink on the 
public, and to point to the /?rung back 
oi bis admired State/man, intimating 
at the fame time, that many of his co- 
adjutors are blefled with the fame in- 
cumparable talents; for as fuch, he 
fubiticutes {trong legs, and a robuit 
breadth of theulcers. 

It is fortunate for this penius in 
penmanthip, that tie lucky difcovery 
was made in a nation where .a Female 
dozs not poflels the throne, ctherwife 
it mipht be imagined, by the fearchiers 
inio my{tery, that he intended to in- 
dinaate, that there was an unbecoming 
familiarity becwixt the Stutefizan and 
his Koyal Aliftre/s. 

But what at Petershuroh or Vienna 
would be conitrued into {candal againft 
royalty, is at Loadox received in it8 
true genuine fenfe, or moze properly 
bontenfe, and is only langhed at, as 
the lajt effort of dulnefs, expiring in a 
blunder. | . 

I mult own [have often heard of a 
ludicrous. expreflion, ‘of a man’s heart 
being in his breeches, but till this time, 
never heard of any man’s under{tand- 
ing being lodged in his backs but how- 
ever onr autbor thought it. was the 
ftrongelt part about his friendyand was 
determined at all hazard, to make it 
the deit repohtory of kis abilities. 

_fvame, in the fecond volume of his 
Liftory of Great Britain tclis us, that 
lurd 4ycry (the eldeft fon to the duke of 
Ormond, iord lieutenant of frefand, in 
aoe reign of Gharles the fecoud) when 
his jather was attacked in parliament 
Py Sva/tsoury and his cabal, having 


given in his defence an account of 
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what the duke had done, concluded his 
{peech in the following manner: ° Ha- 
‘ying {poke of what the lord lieute- 
‘nant 40s dome, 1 prefume with the 
‘{yme truth to tell your lordfhips what 


¢he has mot done. He never advifed 


‘the breaking of the triple league; the 
‘never advifed the fhutting up of the 
‘ axchéquet, &c.’ And fo by negatives 
to his father’s conduct, ingentoully re- 
capitulated the infamous fehemes of 
that gloomy ftatefman of the latt cen- 


: tury, who never was either attached to 


principles or men, but occafionally va- 
ried his diabolical conduct as belt fuited 
his particular advantage ; always endea- 
vouring to throw every fyitem of go- 
vernment into confufion, which was 
not planned by his own hands; hoping, 


- that even in the ruin’ of the whole 


community, he might aflume a fupe- 
riority to himfelf, if it was even 
of mifery; for he chofe rather to 
be eminently bufy in the calamity of 
his country, than be obfcurely unem- 
ployed amidit the tranquillity and hap- 
pinefs of it. 

Such was that man! And J am a- 
fiaid, that heaven, for a fevere fcourge 
for the fins of men, fuffers fuch a 
wretch every hundred years to be a 
pelt to fociety. Happy for our times, 
though there may, for what I know, 
be one equally bad, yet the adequate a- 
bilities of breathing contagion through 
the land have not fallen to his fhare. 
So that his impotence, and not his 
want of will, is our fecurity. = 

This figure of lord Ofory’s oratory 
ftrikes me fo much, that I will take 
the liberty to adopt it upon the prefent 
occafion, and will in the fame manner, 
ey tell my reader what the 
prefent Secreiary of ftate, whom the 
voice of a free people called to power, 
bas done through a courfe of life bene- 


ficial to fociety, both by practice and 
example; and likewife what he has 


not done. 

In the firft place, being born of a 
good family, and allied to feveral noble 
bt it incumbent upon 


ones, he thovg: eat. 0 
he lultre 4 rom 


him to preferve t! 
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both, whether in private or public life. 
In the former he was always frugal, 
temperate, honeit, fincere, and benevo- 
lent ; and was thereby naturally free, 
brave, and uncorrupted, in the latter. 
Being poiletled only of a {mall fortune, 
he vistuoufly circum{cribed his expen- 
ces Within the limits of his income; 
and therefore when CorruprioNn 
Jtooped fo low as to take.the flardard 
out of the hands of a cornet (as he him- 
{elf emphatically expreffed it) on ac- 
count of inflexible integrity, he was 


_ enabled to fubfift without public pay, 
‘and had fortitude and abilities at lait 


to revenge the unconflitutional infule 
offered to the liberties of his country, 
through his perfon. : 

At Jength, when in the viciflitude of 
affairs it became neceflary to have the 
external affectation of employing more 
men of undoubted honefty and abili- 
ties, he was advanced to a very profita- 
ble poft of great importance, he con- 
{picuoufly indicated, that a difintereft- 
ed defire to reftore oeconomy in pub- 
lic offices, a benevolence in. redrefling 
the pricvanees of the helplefs and op- 
prefled, and afincere love for the ha- 
nour of the nation, and the liberties of 
mankind, were fuperior to.all other 
confiderations. 

This was his invariable conduc 
whilit in employment, and at leugth 
he glorioufly relinquithed this fu' o di- 
nate power, rather than co-operate 
with weak and wicked men, in {chemes 
prejudicial in any degree to the com- 
mon intere(t of his country. He then 
retired a while to enjoy untainted ho- 
nour in unenvied obfcurity ; but when 
the united voice of a perithing people 
called upon him for afitftance, .he was 
willing, ready, and able, and I hope 
will perfift, in {pite of the mean oppo- 
fition of a fudzion, or the dark arrow 
of calumny which flies by night, in 
his endeavours ta rellore this kingdom 
to its anticnt virtue, and confequently 
to its peace, plenty, and honour. And 
now 1 have told what he 4as done, and 
is capable to d2, I will fay what he has 
mot gone. and I ttult never wii do. 

In 
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In the firft place, not being born 
among the very dregs of the people, 
he was not necefhitated, in order to 

in an unnatural elliance, by the breach 
of the laws of hofpitality, to fa/cinate 
the affections of youth, beauty, and 
nobility, on the object of age, uglinefs, 
and a dunghill.—As he never artificial- 
ly raifed pafions which nature never 

ave him, fo he was not obliged to un- 
teres the worft of proftitution, an im- 
plicit obedience to the will of weak 
and wicked men. Nor was he ever 
unaccountably warped into power by 
the cabal of a faftion, nor to fupport 
which, did he ever take any of their 
wretched neceflitous dependents out of 
a neft of embroidered fharpers, whofe 
infamy could only be equalled by their 
duinch, and whofe congeniality of 
fouls would render them the proper 
fabordinate coadjutors, in an iniqui- 
tous defign upon the community.— He 
never entered treacheroufly into coun- 
cil with a fet of men he affected to 
condemn, in order to betray and pre- 
vent the execution of their meafures. 
He never encouraged expenfive vices, 
to make individuals wretched depen- 
dents on the illicit penfions of power. 
He never ‘fued to one, whom he both 
feared and hated, for an employment 
he was both unworthy and unable to 
undertake ;- nor, being rejected, did he 
ever calumniate, or caufe him to be ca- 
Jumniated, in a weekly sibel, by venal 
{criblers, who neither underftand the 
Jaws ot the language of their coun- 
try. 
The former of thefe things all the 
world knows he /as done, and the Jat- 
‘ter of thefe things all the world as 
well knows he has mot done. Let his 
conduct be compared with that of gio- 
ther, and let the opinions of Eng/;/)- 
men be formed, and their actions gui- 
ded accordingly. 





Extra& of a Letter written by the Mae 
Liftrates of the City of Mafcali, ix 
Sicily, and feut from their publick 
Office to Naples, concerning a late E- 
ruption of Mount Etna. Tranflated 
Srom the Italian. 


Mafcali, March, 12,1755. 


O* Sunday the 9th of this March, 
about noon, Mount Etna began 
to caft from its mouth a great quanti- 
ty of flame and fmoke, with a moft 
horrible noife. At four of the clock on 
the fame day the air became totally 
dark, and covered with black clouds; 
and at fix'a fhower of ftones, each of 
which weighed about three ounces, 
began to fall, not only all over the ci- 
ty of Ma/cali and its territory, but all 
over the Fegan This fhower 
continued tilf a quarter after feven ; 
fo that by the darknefs of the air, the 
fall of ftones, and the horrible eructa- 
tions of the mountain, the day of judg- 
ment feemed to be at hand. ‘After the 
ftones had ceafed falling, there fucceed- 
ed a fhower of black fand » which con- 
tinued all the remainder of the night. 
The next morning, which was /vlonday, 
at eight of the clock there {prung from 
the bottom of the. mountain, as it were, 


a river of water, which, in the {pace of 


half a quarter of an hour, not only o- 
verflowed to a confiderable diftance the 
rugged land that is near the foot of the 
hill, but, upon the waters fuddenly go- 
ing off, levelled all the rouphnefs and 
inequalities of the furface, and made 
the whole a large plain of fand. A 
country fellow, who was prefent at fo 
ftrange a fight, had the curiofity to 
touch this water, and thereby fcalded 
the ends of his fingers. The {tones 
and fand, which remain wherever the 
inundation of the Water reached, dif- 


7 in nothing from the {tones and the 
and of the fea, and have even the 
fame faltne{s, 


~ _ This account, howe- 
re abulous it appears is moft exactly 
ruc, After the water had done flow- 


ing there {prung from the fame open- 
'ng a imall ftream of fire, whieh lalted 
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for 24:hours. On Tuefday, about a 
mile below this opening, there arofe 
another {tream of fire, which being in 
breadth about 400 feet, like a river, 
began to overflow the adjoining fields, 
and actually continues with the fate 
courfe, having extended itfelf about 
two miles, and feeming to threaten the 
neighbourhood. We remain therefore 
in the greateft fear and terrour, and in 


continual prayers. 


Pal 
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A Wetter to the GENTLEMEN of 
the Army. 


HE writer of this letter after ri- 

diculing that abfurd notion of 
honour, particularly with regard to 
duelling, which is too generally adopt- 
ed by the witlings of the army, con- 
veys feveral ufeful hints to his brother 
oficers by relating a converfation with 
a gentleman who had the honour fo 
ferve his king and country, in a mili- 
tary capacity, for the {pace of forty- 
two years, ‘ I quitted the fervice (fays 
€ this honeft veteran) becaufeI thought 
‘ myfelf incapable of performing the 
* duties of another campaign with that 
‘ vigour which is required in a com- 
* manding officer. Thus I have made 
‘ room for men of more attivity, and 
‘ have the fatisfaction to end my days 
‘in peace. Yet I retain my affection 
‘ for the army, and always prefer the 
company of a foldier,-to that of any 
‘ other man, provided he behaves as a 
* foldier ought t6 do: But really, Sir, 
‘ the gentlemen of the army are in ge- 
* neral fo exceedingly debauched, and 
€ fo ignorant, even of their own pro- 
‘ feflion, that it is rarely in my power 
‘ to make company of them. Aman, 
‘ who happens to have a tolerable thare 
© of underftanding, finds but little a- 
‘ mufement jn the company of men, 
‘ who, in Jefs than an hour after din- 
‘ ner, deprive themfelves of their rea- 
‘ fon.. In fpite of all my philofophy, 
‘I have not patience enough to liften 
‘to the nonfenfe of a drunken com- 
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‘ pany. I have no objeétion to a chear- 
‘ ful glafs; but I cannot bear to fee 
‘aman tun in more liquor than his 
¢ head willcarry. It is moft aftonith- 
< ing that. our officers will not reflect, 
¢ that nothing injures their conftitu- 
< tions more than debauchery ; that no 
¢ men upon earth have more reafon to 
<¢ preferve their health, as there are no 
¢ men more expofed to bodily fatigues. 
« Are any of them ignorant that a man 
¢ of a bad habit of body has but little 
« hopes of recovering even of the 
¢ flighteft wound ? But there are other 
‘ effects of drunkennefs, which oné 
¢ would imagine, were, alone fufficient 
¢ to deter them from it: I mean the 
© foolith, groundlefs difputes, and theit 
‘ fatal confequences, that fo frequent 
‘ ly owe their being, merely to ime 
‘ moderate drinking. How many @ 
‘ man has found himfelf obliged, by 
¢ our modern Jaws of honour, to mur- 
‘ der his friend, for having uttered a 
“ word, when neither of them were in 
€ their fenfes !’ 

I was pleafed (fays the writer of this 
letter) to hear the old colonel touch 
upon this fubject; and, that I might 
move him to proceed, I told him, that 
I thought he had ufed a very harfh 
word in accufing a man of murder, 
who drew his {word in defence of his 
honour. 

< Honour, a fig! replied the old 
¢ gentleman in a paflion ; Inever knew 
¢ an inftance of a man of true honour 
‘ fighting aduel. We ftrain at a pnat 
‘ and fwallow a camel. No man of 
¢ honour will, if he has been guilty of 
¢ an imprudence with regard to his 
‘ friend, refufe to beg his pardon; and 
¢ every man of honour fhould be con- 
‘ tented with that fatisfaction.’ | 

But, Sir, I replied, fuppofe my anta- 
gonift fhould be fo unreafonable as not 
to be fatisfied with the confefion of my 
fault, and fhould infift on my fighting 
him. | 

‘ Why then, Sir, fays he, he muft 
¢ be a fool or a madman ; and I fhould 
‘ give him for anfwer, that I would 

not 
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not go out with a defign to murder 
him; but that I fbould walk out as 
ufual, and if, when we happened to 
mect, he chofe.to draw bis iword om 
me, I would endeavour to defend my- 
{elf as I would from a mad dog, or 
anv other enraged animal. If death 
thould then be the confequence of 
our rencounter, I think 1 fhould have 
little to anfwer for, as felf preferva- 
tion {eems to be ayinnate principle 
throughout the whole animal crea- 
tion.’ ot 
‘ There are certain things, continu- 
ed the colonel, called articles of war, 
which our duelling gentlemen. feem 
entirely to have forgotten, If f re- 
member right, it is there command: 
ed, that no officer fkould prefume to 
challenge another, or to fight a du- 
el; that all fecomds, promoters, and 
carriers of challenges be deemed as 
principals, and punifhed accordingly; 
it is alfo faid, that whatever ojlicer 
fhall upbraid another for refufing a 
challenge, fhall himfelf be punithed 
asa chatlenger; and that every off- 
cer fhall be acquitted of any difprace, 
or opinion to his difadvantage, which 
might arife from his having refuled 
to accept a challenge, as they or he 
thall only have a¢ted in obedience to 
the king's orders.” 

“ Sich are the pofitive commands of 
his majelty, to whom every man in 
the army has taken a folemn oath of 
implicit obedience, Now I would 
afk, whether he who wilfully acts in 
direét oppolition to thefe conimands, 
is not guilty of perjury ? Aud, is noe 
he who is guilty of perjury a {coun- 
drel? If this then be a true thite of 
the cafe, what a Dui Quixote appear 
ance do our duelling heroes make, 
who whillt they are fighting a man 
for having ufed the word f{coundrel, 
are doing that which conttitutes them 
really fuch? The aaly plavfible ar. 
gumenr that I ever heard ufed in de- 
feace of this knight-errantry, is, that 
itis often amcans of preferving good 
manners, where we thould run the 
sigue of being continually infulted : 
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that many an infolent fellow is inti- 


midated from behaving rudely to a 
gentleman, by the apprehenfion of a 
challenge. This may be true; but 
I would anfwer, that a man who is 
kept in awe merely by our {words, 
is évidently a coward, and confe- 
quenly a very unfit companion for a 
gentleman. Were men but more 
cautious how'they chufe their inti- 
mates, and would drink moderately, 
duelling would foon gruw out of fa- 
fhion. ‘In fhort, Sir; there are a 
thoufand arguments that might he 
ufed apainft duelling, and not one 
that carries with it the lealt weight 
that can be’ produced in its favour. 
But the reafon why it is continued 
in delpite of all that can be faid a- 
gain{t it, is, that all our fine gentle- 
men are in general a kind of animals 
fo confined in their ideas, from a 
{tupid negligence in their education, 
that the fondeft reafon, or moft con- 
clufive argument, bas no more power 
on their weak underftanding, than 
the whiltling of the wind. All the 
aniwer that you can expect to a feri- 
ous queltion is, Damn your reafons, 
give us your Whore, and drink absut. 
‘This is deemed a witty reply, a horfe- 
laugh fucceeds, and there’s an end of 


your argument,’ | 
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Thefe are the men who are in- 
tru{ted with the defence of your na- 
tian’s honour, your lives, your liber- 
ty, your every-thing ! ‘They imagine 
that when’ they have learnt to falute 
gracefully, and advance their efpon- 
touns, @¢, that they are compleat 
foldiers.’ 
A fudden fhower of rain put a ftop 
to the colonel’s harangue, and obliged 
us to retire into the houfe, We then 
joined the family, and were not left 
again to qurfelves till after fupper. We 
lupped in the old gentleman’s library, 
Which contains at leaft a thoufand vo- 
lumes, chiefly military and hiftorical. 
When the ladies had retired, «Thomas, 
lays the colonel, ({peaking to his fer- 
, vant) you may bring me my pipe; 
this gentleman will will excufe it, 
* when 
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‘ when I tell bim, that Ihave not gone ‘ into a room, which is feparated from 
‘ to bed thefe forty years without firft ‘ nry daughter’s apartment only by a 


‘ fmoaking a pipe.’ J told him that if 
he would permit it, 1 would bear him 
company ; at which the old gentleman 
feemed very agreeably furprized, call- 
ing out with a houd voice, Thomas, 
bring a couple, this honeft gentleman 
fmoaks tobacco. * Indeed, Sir, fays 
‘he, you are much in the right on’t. 
‘Jt may nat be a polite cuftom, but it 
‘is an excellent remedy apainft infec- 
‘tion, and therefore ui preat ule in 
‘camps. I obferved, when I was a- 
‘broad, that the Germans and Dutch 
¢ always loft fewer men by epidemical 
‘difo:ders than the French, which I 
“believe was chiefly owing to the ufe 
‘of tobacco in the Germaz and Dutch 
‘ armies.’ 

‘ Let me fee (f:ys the old colonel 
‘tomy author) it is now about two 
‘ years finceé I hada ffrange kind of 
‘adventure with a sax of honour, who 
‘in confequence of having dinced at 
‘an aflembly with one ofmy daughters, 
‘did mé the honour to vifit me, from 


“the very barracks in which you now 


‘live. ‘Fhe man feem’d to hive had 
‘what isfealled a polite education ; 
“and tho’ I found bim extremely igno- 
“rant, not only in the very rudiments 
‘ of learning, but in every thing be- 
“yond the A, B, C of his profeffion; 
‘yetas he feemed to entertain my 
‘girls who naturally preferred a tri- 
‘fling companion to Ao company at 
“all, I thewed him allthe civility in 
‘my power, an gave him a general 
Invitation to my houfe, He vifited 
us twice a weck, for the {pace of 
three months, and very frequently 
took a bed with us; till one night, 
as I fat reading in this very room, 
my youngelt daughter’s maid-fervant 
came and told me, that fhe could not 
go to bed without informing me, that 
the captain had forced the key of ber 


ua 


“young miftrefs’s chamber from her ; 


¢ that he offered her five guineas, and 
¢ bad her be filent, if fle would oblige 
¢herlady. I ordered her to bed, and 
‘ leaye the reff to me. then retired 
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fervants. 
ter than your honour, 1 would turns 


him out of my fervice. for a blockhead, 


thin partition, where I had not fat a- 
bove half an hour before the noble 
captain fallied forth in his fhirt, and, 
having open’d the door, advanced to 
my daughter’s bed. Tho’ I had ho 
reafon to fufpect the pirl’s virtue, 
yet as it was almolt impoflible tocon- 
ceive how a man could have the im- 
pudence to make fach an attempt, 
without fome hopes of a favourable 


would fay: But I was foon alarm’d 
with the words, Lord Almighty— 
good God—fir heaven’s fake —are you 
mad—help — help! 1 then rufhed ine ~ 
to the room, with a candle in my 
hand, and found him half in bed. I 
feized the yiliain by his fhirt, hutried 
him out of the room, and’ tumbled 
him down ftairs, and there he re- 
mained till I had called up a fervant,. 
who, by my orders, turned him out 
of doors, naked as he was. I bad 
them throw him his apparel out of 
the window; and have never fet 
eyes on hithfince. But what is more 
aftoniffiing than all the reft, the raf- 
cal had the affurance to fend me a 
challenge; and indeed a very extra- 
ordinary one it was. Stay. I be-, 
lieve I can find it. You’ll think it 
too preat a curiofity to be loft.’ 

The old gentieman arofe from his 





chair, and, after a fhort fearch, fhewed 
me the following letter: 


S/R, ; 
Youv ufsd me feendalufly, a gentlnan 


of my profe/hon is not to be treted in 
fuch amener; and fa LT expeckt fatis- 
faxion fram 


Year Serot. 
P.S. Menfhon your time and wepen, 
To this elegant epiftle I fent him 


an anfwer, to this effect: 


S1R, 
I foculd not have thought it worth 


avhile to write you an anfwer, but that 


lam unwilling to expoje you to your own 
If my flable-loy fpelt no bet- 


E Should 
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Should you think proper .to favour us 
auith your company, you may depend on 
being foufed in my harfe-pind. 

© Thus ended our correfpondence ; 
and thus you fee that this man, fo 
© infenfible to the facred laws of holpi- 
¢ tality, would have drawn his {word 
¢ in defence of his honour. Strange, 
‘ that mankind fhou!d form fuch ridi- 
“ culous notions of honour, as to be- 
€ Jieve’ it can exift, feparated from 
“ {tri@ honelty! Yet I have known 
¢ many a man, who, upon the flightett 
provocation, would have murdered 
‘his friend, in defence of his honour ; 
“ but made no feruple of running into 
“every man’s debt that would give him 
‘credit, tho’ he knew it impoffible 
‘ that he fhould ever pay them. If we 
“ compare the conduct of thofe gentle- 
¢ men with that of a highwayman, we 
¢ thall find that the latter will fuffer by 
“the comparifon. They not only, 
“lixe him, take that to which they 
“have no right, bat are likewife guilty 
* of a breach of truft, and of ingrati- 
“tude: For we certainly owe fome 
“ gratitude to the man who voluntari- 
“ly repofes a confidence in us; how 
* bafe, Low mean, how ungenerous, 
“bow unjuft, is it, therefore, to con- 
* tract debts which we have no pro- 
* {pect ever to difcharge ! 
* But 1 think there is no vice in 
which we fhew our want of common 
“ prudence, and of that delicacy which 
* ought to be the charaéteriltic ofa gen- 
* tleman, fo much asin that of whoring. 
“For! maintain it, that every fhan 
* who rifques his health for a moment’s 
“ pleafure, deferves to be pofted for a 
* fool. 

* 1 think there is one article of war, 
“which commands all officers and fol- 
“diers diligently to frequent divine 
‘fervice. By.this we may conclude, 
* that our king expects we fhould not 
“only be brave faldiers, but good men ; 
“and indeed, as to my own opinion, J 
* really .believe them to be infepara- 
“ ble fram eachother. Jam confident 
“that it is impoflible for a man, witha 
* load of crimes upon his con{cience, to 


+ 





GENERAL MAGAZINE 


‘behave with that coolnefs in time of 
‘ ation, which is neceflary to the per- 
‘formance of his duty. We have 
“now commenced a war, which, in 
“all human probability, will not end 
‘without great effufion of blood on 
‘ both fides. I would have our young 
“ officers to believe me, when I affure 
“them, that a battle is a very ferious 
‘ affair: that if they are not prepared 
“to look death in the face, they will 
“tremble at the face of an enemy. 
‘ They will find their ufeal fpirits fail 
‘them at atime when they ftand in 
‘moft need of them. I wel! remember 
“to have feen fome very daring, gay, 
‘fprightly men cut very defpicabie fi- 
“ gures, where they had the belt oppor- 
“tunity inthe world of fhewing their 
‘courage. We mult pay but little 
‘regard to thofe heroes, who at a di- 
* itance talk of poing to battle with as 
‘ much indifference as they would fit 
‘down to breakfait. Iam fure that 
“every man who has feen action, un- 
“lefs he happens to be endowed with 
‘a brutal ftupidity, muft own that he 
“had occafion for all his refolution, 
‘his magnanimity, and prefence of 
‘mind: And believe me, Sir, there is 
‘ nothing that can affure us of thefejin 
* fu eminent a degree, as our own con- 
‘ {cious integrity. It-is impoffidle for 
* a vicious man, be his fyftem what it 
will, to find himfelf expofed to the 
fire of an enemy, without terrible ap- 
prebenfions ; but Ican eafily con- 
* ceive, that a religious man may fay, 
* with the high prieft in Racine’s €x- 
* cellent tragedy of Athaliah, 
fe crains Dieu, cher Abner, et nai 
pint Pautre crainte. 
* Such 4 man, aud only fuch, may 
ftand unmoved amid the greatefl 
danger : Or, as Horace fays, 


Si fradtus illabatur orbis, 

— duepavidum ferient ruine. 
“In fhort, Sir, inftead of being the 
) molt bebauched fet of men, we have 
all the reafon in the world to be the 
’ moft religious, as we are of all others 
the moft expofed to danger, With 
— Swhat 
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‘what fpirit and tranquillity does that 


¢ man perform his duty, whofe virtues 


‘bid him hope for the protection of 
‘an omnipotent being; but who has 
‘nothing to fear from the worlt that 
‘ can befal him ! | 

* You fee, Sir, continued the colo- 
‘nel, I have not entirely forgot either 
‘the French or Latin poets. Indeed, 
‘ to tell you the truth, my acquaintance 
‘with them did not end when I kft 
‘fchool, as is often the cafe. I always 
¢ found them the moft chearful and en- 
* tertaining companions in my hours of 
‘relaxation, and therefore have fre- 
‘quently preferred their company to 
‘that of my bacchanalian mefs-mates ; 
‘and I ftill retain an affection for 
‘them, from 2 principle of gratitude ; 
‘ for it is to them Iam partly indebted 
‘for my prefent good itute ot health ; 
‘nay, I may fay, for life itfelf, fince 
‘ there is nat one of thofe now living, 
‘who were my fellow fubaltcrns in 
‘the fame regiment: So deftructive 
‘ are the inevitable cffects of debauch- 
‘ery! 

‘It is amazing that’ the gentlemen 
‘of the army are, in general, fo un- 
* pardonably illiterate, when they have 
‘fo much leifure for improvement. 
‘ Were they but aequainted with the 
‘pleafures of a ftudious man, they 
‘ wauld nat be reduced to 4i// time (as 
‘they moft properly term it) in the 
‘ fhameful manner they generally-do. 


~ © And what entertaining and inftructive 


‘ companions might we expect to find 
‘in a {ct of men, who to the great op- 
‘ portunity they have of knowing the 
‘warld, would add that knowledge 
* which can only be acquired by read~ 
‘ing? Befidcs, I hold it impoffible for 
‘aimanto bea good ofhcer who is 
‘nota geod hiftorian. It frequently 
‘ happens that a very young oteet is 
‘fent, tho’ with a fmall party of men, 
‘ upon a command that may be of the 
‘ laft importance te the general plaa ; 
€ and that, from an uncertainty of cir- 


‘cumltances, his orders are in fore. 


‘degree difcretionary. In this cafe, 


‘a young fellow, whe, from ignorance 
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‘in military biftory, is entirely unac- 
‘ quainted with the maxims and occur- 
“ rences of war, will, in all likelihood, 
‘ were it merely from a fenfe of his 
¢ own ignorance, find himfelf in fuch 
‘ perplexity, that he wilt lofe the op- 
‘ portunity of executing that for which 
“he was difpatched, merely through 
‘wantof refolution, Neither the Ger- 
< ans nor we are upon a right plan, 
‘ with repard to our firing. We have 
‘ imbibed a nozion, that our fafety de- 
‘pends upon referving the greateit 
‘ part of our fre, and therefore we ufe 
‘our men to fire by fingle platoons. 
‘ I know that firing by firings, as it-is 
© called, is practifed; but at prefent-it 
‘is but part of the firing exercife, and 
‘itis practifed in fuch a manner, as 
‘to be of no ufe in time of action; for 
‘in this part of the exercife, the mra- 
‘ jorgivesthe word of command: Now 
‘when you are ance advanced near e- 
‘nough the enemy to fire at them, it 
‘is not to be fuppefed, that the major 
é will advance far enough before the 
‘ regiment to be diftinétly heard; be- 
‘ fides the ufual din of war will effetu- 
¢ ally drown his voice; and for that 
‘reafon every officer is foon left to 
‘manage his own platoon, A _ gene- 
¢ral confufion ducceeds, and every 
¢ man endeavours to load and fire as 
‘faltas pethble, without giving him- 
< felf time to level ; and for that rea- 
< fen not one fhotin fifty is fred to a- 
‘ny purpofe. ‘This, 1 think, mighe 
‘ effedtually be prevented, by dividing 
‘our battalion inte fixteen platoons, 
‘ and thefe platoons into four firings, 
¢ always making the platoons of each 
‘ firing to difcharge at the fame hme. 
<I fay always, for I think we are very 
‘ wrong in practifing any kind of firing 
é that is not of ule in time of a@ion; 
« for by multiplying the manaer of fi- 
‘ring, we render ti28 port of the exn 
‘ ercife too intricate, and confequeriy 
€too liable to miflake. 1 repeat ia, 
‘ our. prcfent method of plteon-Gring 
‘is extremely dangrrous. » We are ty 
© referve our fire GY the eremy is ad- 
‘vanced xery near es, and shem we 
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¢ are to fire no more than a fingle p:a- 
© toon at atime, till the whole battali- 
€ on has fired through. Now [ main- 
“tain it, thatitis in the power of your 
‘enemy to be upon you, before onc 
‘third of your men have difcharged 
‘ for the fire of a few fingle platoons 
¢ will not much retard their progrets. 
“As to the fiar of being left defence- 
 lefs, by difcharging too many platoons 
‘at atime, it hss no foundation, but 
in ideas for provided your officcrs 
are but tolerably carcful to fee that 
¢ their men level juitly, if you do not 
‘ dilperfe the regiment oppofed to you, 
“you will, atlealt, fo ftagger them, 
‘ that they will give you fufficient time 
“to be all loadedagain. How {tronge 
* foever it may feem, the chief blunders 
‘ and inaccuracies in our exercifes, are 
© peneraily committed by our officers. 
‘The reafon why we are fo far excel- 
Jed by the Germans in miliary difci- 
‘ pline is extremely obvious. Itisthe 
* practice of that fervice for every 
¢ young man who aims at a commiffion, 
* even tho’ he were of the firft nobili- 
® ty, to dothe duty ofa private centinel, 
‘for fome months at leaft, in the cha- 
€ racter of a cadet. He is thence ad- 
‘ vanced to the rank of corporal, fer- 
€ jeant, and fo to his colours. B, 


in a a ae ae a oe ee, ots @ % 
LM IDOODO OOS SOHO cc et Yt 


Fromthe MONITOR. 


agian the many evils, which 
have dilpraced our adminiltrati- 
ons for more than 30 years paft, the 
greatelt of all has been, the boundlef 
prodigality of the publick money, 
which it will take an age of economy 
to replace; a peace of 20 years, to 
the eternal infamy of one m——r, paid 


off jult nothing of the publick eb + 


And how the money was fquandered, 
no man need to betold. The Joan 
appropriated to that ufé, which ought 
to have been facred, was diverted into 
other channels, even by that very man 
who valued himfelf upon the projea ; 
and the Nebils par fratrum who co. 


operated with and fueceeded hiay ji 
power, fupported: their adminiftration 
upon the fame ruinous plan. Hence 
we lie under great difficulties to raift 
money to carry on the prefent war; 
and carried ov it muft be, or 3n ip. 
glorious and treacherous peace mult in- 
fue; and in chat cafe our ruin will 
be certain, tho’ it be a little deterred. 
That money is to be head, is out of 
all gucttion; but how to come at it, 
without further foadiiy our trade, and 
exports, which have already fuffered 
extremely from our weight of taxes; 
and which have enabled our enemy 
to fupplant us in many branches of 
our foreign commerce, is not eafy to 


‘fay.—For, fuppole a fyftem of fraga- 


lity be adopted (which is abfolutely 
necellary) it cannot an{wer our imme- 
diate wants, because it cannot operate 
to any confiderable effect, but by 
length of time; fuch a meafure never- 
thelets will be a ground of confidence, 


and, no doubr, facilitate the raifing of 


the prefent fupplies: And if the nev 

taxes are laid in the ealiett and mofi e- 
qual manner, iftthey are made tempora- 
ry, not cternal in the way of our late 
borrowing and funding, the prudent 
part of che nation will net murmur and. 
rebel againit the hand, that immediatc- 
ly impofes the weight, but look back 
to, and curfe the improvidence and ¢x- 
travagance of thofe, who in time of 
peace, made no provifion or favings to 
fupportawat; which has laid our new 
n) y under fuch difadvantages, 
that there is little caufe to envy their 
fituation: Fer how delightful foever 
power may bein eslm and peaceable 
limes, it is not very pleafing to fit at 
the helm in dark and teinpeltuous 
weather, 

Amid:t foch a perplexed {tate of our 
alfuirs, would it not be unreafonable 
to expect more from cur rulers than 
the nature and circumftances of things 
will admit? Let them bot a4 like men 
of wifdom and j ntegrity, and agreeable 
to the principles they have openly a- 
vowed, and they difcharge their daty. 
Events lie in a higher hand; and al- 

‘tho’ 
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For 


tho’, in aview of fecond caufes, our 


- enndition looks fo ill, I hope we are 
- not ar ived to that pitch of degenera- 


cy, that heaven has caft us off; and 

et fuch has been the fate of nations, 
as all hiftory attefts: Such affuredly 
will one day be our fate, if we perfe- 
vere in that fyltem of corruption and 
prodigality ; .without which, it has 
been impudently afferted, it is impofl- 
bic to govern this nation. 
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Mr Bower’s Anfwer to a feurrt/ous 
Pamphlet, entitled, Six Letters frovi 
A—d B—r fo Farther Sheldon, Pro- 
vincial of the Fefuits in England, 
we. Part I. 


this performance, we muit re- 
cite the moft material parts of the 
Six Letters, &c. illafirated, to which- 
it is intended to ferve as an anfwer. 
Charge. Mr B. in his propofals for 
printing the hiftory of the popes, (lyles 
himfe:f beretofore public profefor of 
rhetoric, hiffory, and philofophy, in the 
anverfities uf Rome, Ferma, and Ma- 
cerata, and in the latter place counjel- 
lor of the inguifition, ** It is certain 
“and can be authefitically proved, that 
© he never was either proteffor of ricto- 
© sie m Rome, or counfellor of the in- 


He enable our readers to judge of 


. ops at Macerata. The firft is e- 


« vident from the day-book of the Xoman 
“college; and the latter, becaufe it is 
“ notorious that there has not been in 
‘the memory of man one of his order 


“in that'polt at A7acerata; which may 


“be farther cleared by confulting the 
‘ books of that tribunal, The truth is, 
“he fupphied for about three weeks, as 
‘matter of rhetoric at Rome, while.be 
< was aftudent of divinity ; and that, in 
‘the time of the vacancies, is acafe 


‘« which happens to fome onein the like 


« {tation every year. 


* This part of the charge, which is marked 
with turned cofmma’s) is an extraét of a letter 
trom Rime, dated May, 1, 3756, 
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“Mr Aticozzi, his cotemporary (a ve- 
“ry learned writer) tells me, thatin the 
‘time ofhis novicefhip dava in ferupuli; 
“ but it feems he was foon cured of them; 
* for he was {carce out of his novice- 
‘flip but dava in amori, particularly 
‘ whilft a ftudent in philofophy. * * 
‘* * * * # * *® Notwithftanding, he 
‘ fhewed a great genius in his philofo- 
‘phy, and turned out the belt of his 
*courfe. How he behaved in teaching 
‘humanity, I have not learned; but 
“he never taught at Rome. During 
* his divinity-{tudies, hedid not anfwer 
‘ expectation, and in his fourth year 
“ was fent to the German college asaca- 
‘demic, which fhews him not to have 
‘been among the foremolt. He carried 
‘on his amours with * * * * *, 
‘as he had done in his philofophy ; 
* and was looked upon by all who knew 
‘him to be a deceitful falfe man, and 
‘ anotorious liar. Being fent to AZa- 
‘ cerata to teach philofophy, he was 
‘ there over head and ears in love with 
‘anun, a young woman of quality, 
‘ but fimple to the laft degree, called 
‘ Buonacurft. It was whifpered about, 
‘ that fhe had agreed to let him take 
‘ her out of the monaftery, and carry 
“her off. It is at leaft certain, that 
“her father was enraged againft B—-r 
‘in a high degree, and threatened him 
‘ with his life. The affair was carried 
‘ to the inquifition, for it properly be- 
* fonged to that tribunal, B—,r being 
“ the lady’s ghoftly father. 

‘Mr Lunardi, who has fince been 
‘ very well acquainted’ with the lady, 
‘fays, that B—r denounced himfélf, 
© and advifed her to do the fame, in or- 
« der to prevent any farther profecution. 
‘ But this had not the defited effect. 
‘ For the inquifition were taking far- 
‘informations about the affair, when 
¢ B—r, was removed (by an order of 
‘ his fuperiors) to Perugia. The in- 


¢ quifitor interceded with his fuperiors 
“to let him ftay at Macerata, alledging 
‘ other preterices; but his true reafon 
‘ was to keep him there till he had fuf- 
‘ ficient proofs again{t him to lay hold 


“ofhim. But itfeems they had heard 
‘too 
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‘+00 much to leave him any longer at 
‘ Macerata. He was therefore order- 
© ed to Perugia, where Mr Conters was 
‘malter. Very foon after his arrival 
‘ there, he had notice from three dif- 
© ferent hands, that a ¢apiatur was gi- 
é yen out again{t him by the inquilition. 
‘He would have communicated his 
é letters to Mr Coniers ; but he refuled 
‘ to hear them, not to draw himfelf in- 
‘rodificulties. Nor did Mr Coniers 
‘ give bim any order or leave to fly; 
‘ hut was entirely paflive in the affair, 
‘ excepting, that he procured him mo- 
‘ney enough’to carry him to Venice, 
‘and recommended him to one there 
¢ who fupplied bim with what he want- 
“ed tocontinue his journcy to Douay. 
‘They fay that one of the perfons 
‘who gave him notice of the capiatur, 
‘was the lady Buonacurfi, This is 
‘ the fubltance of what meflieurs .4/ti- 
© cozzt, Coniers, and Lunardi, have at- 
®-tefted concerning Mr B—r’s behayi- 
* our at Rome and Macerata.’ 
Anfwer, If I taught philofophy at 
Macerata, which is certainly an uni- 
verfity, Ihavea right to the title of 
profellor of philofophy inthatuniverfity, 
and of publick profeffor too, the jefu- 
its being there members of, and main- 
tained with confiderable falaries, by the 
univerfity. Morals I taught no where : 
But being admitted into the order ‘in 
iVovember 1705, atter two years novi- 
ciate, one of the {tudy of rhetoric, and 
two of philofophy in Rome, I was fent 


to teach humanity or the de//es lettres» 


at Fano on the Adriatic, and fiom’: bands of the dominicans or the fran- 


thence two years after preferred to the 
profeflorfhip of rhetoric and hiftory in 
the univerfity of Fermo in the Marca 
d’ Ancona, the firft after Rome and Bo- 
ogra in the papal dominions. In that 
ltation I continued three years, and 
was then recalled to Rome to {tudy di- 
vinity in the Remax college. All je- 
fuits teach; but thofe only, who are 
the moft eltcemed among them, are ap- 
poe ware in the univerfities. 
In the Jaft and fourth year of m 

ftudy of divinity, that is, ™ 1719, J 








was appointed to fucceed father Fiz. 
minii, profeffor of rhetoric in the Rp. 
man college, fent, upon fome private 
affairs of the order, into Saxony. 

In 1720, I undertook, while profef- 
for of rhetoric in the Roman college, to 
write in /talian the hiltory of the popes, 
with a cefign to afcertain the papal fu- 
premacy; and another proteifor of 
rhetoric was thereupon appointed in 
my place, But pope Clement XI. dy- 
ing Warch 19, 1721, the work was 
dropped; and being thus difengaged, 
I was fent to fupply, for fix months, 
the place of the decealed profeffor of 
philofophy in the college of Arezzo, 
and ordered from thence to Florence, 
for the third year of noviciate or 
probation. Having made my lait vows 
or folemn profeflion at Flarence, I was 
appointed profeifor of philofophy in 
the univerfity of Macerata. 

In each inguifition there are twelve 
counfellors, viz. four divines, four ¢a- 


_nonilts, and four civilians. The coun- 


{ellors judge jointly with the inquifitor, 
and are on that account called alfa 
affeffors ; but their votes are only by 
way of advice, and not decifive; and 
the inguifitor is not bound to conform 
to their judgment, but may condemn 
the perfon whom they have judged 
innocent, or abfolve the perfon whom 
they hae judged guilty. A jefuit m- 
quifitor in /taly, or indeed any where 
elfe, isa thing, I own, unheard of; 
and I never pretended to have exercifed 
that office, the inquifition being in the 


cifcans in Italy, and of the fecular cler- 
gy in Spain, Buta jefuit counfellor of 
the inquifition, the only office I ever 
faid I had exercifed, is no new thing 
eitherin Spain or in /taly. The in- 
quifitors may chufe for their counfel- 
lors whomever they pleafe. 

The correfpondence between the 
nun Buonacorfz, and me, is faid to 
have been carried to the inquifition. 
But in all Jta/y there is no jefuit, nor 
indeed ecclefiaftic or layman, fo igno- 
rant of the laws of the inquifition 2s 

not 














For 


got to know that to make love toa 
nun, nay and to debauch her or carry 
her off, are crimes that fall under the 
cognifance of the. bifhop of the diocefe, 
and not of the inquilitor ; that the 
jaquifition meddles not with the morals 
of men, but only with their faith and 
opinions, and that it is the province _ 
of the inquifitors to prevent the growth 
of herefy, and not of immorality ; in- 
fomuch, that aman might, without 
fear of the inquifition, debauch a 
whole nunnery, provided nothing re- 
Jating thereto were tranfacted in the 
act of facramental confeflion. I was 
not, nor could J be the lady’s ghoftly 
father, the jefuits being forbidden by 
the rules of their order to take upon 
them the office of confeflors in ordi- 
nary to nuns, and the confeffors in or- 
dinary alone are, and are called, their 
ghoftly fathers. I was appointed, it 
is true, by the bifhop of Macerata, to 
fupply, for a fortnight, as confeffor 
extraordinary, the room of the con- 
feflgr in ordinary to the monaltery of 
the nuns of St Catherine in that city, 
and Donna Francefa Eleonora Buora- 
corft being a profeffed nun in that mo- 
naltery, ] heard, in all likelihood, her 
confeflion, but cannot pofitively fay I 
did, as in Lra/y the nuns confefs in a 
dark room, with an iron grate between 
them and the confeffor, covered on the 
infide with a veil, and very few of them 
chufe to let the confeffor know who. 
they are. I had no opportunity of 
feeing her during the time I was con- 
feflor extraordinary, nor had I ever 
feen her or any other nun of that mo- 
naftery before. But the day I was to 
take leave of them, the lady abbels 
defired to {peak with me at the grate 
of the parlour, in order to thank me, 
as is ufual, for my trouble; and I then 
fhw that nun, as fhe attended the ab- 
befs, for the firft time. This was the 
beginning of my acquaintance with 
her; and I thenceforth vifited her, as 
well as fome other nuns of that mo- 
naftery, I never faw her but behind 
two iron grates ata good diftance from 


each other; and my vifits were not 
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very frequent, all regulars being for- 
bidden, at leaft in /taly, by the papal 
bulls to vifit nuns, without firft afking 
and obtaining leave of the bifhop of 
the place toties guoties, or as often as 
they vilit them. And here I appeai to 
the reader whether it is not highly im- 
probable, and altogether incredible, 
that the bifhop would have granted me 
leave, if it “ had been whifpered about 
that fhe had agreed to let me take her 
out of the monaftery and carry her off,” 
nay if myvifits had given the lea(t {candal, 
** The affair,” that is, the carsef- 
pondence between me and the above- 
mentioned nun, is fajd in the letter to 
have ‘* properly belonged to the, in- 
quilition, becaufe I was her ghoftly fa- 
ther.” TI was not, as I have fhown, 
her ghoftly father; but fhould it even 
be allowed that I was, it would not 
follow trom thence that ‘the affair, 
whatever it was, by any means be- 
longed, on that account, to the inqui- 
fition, unlefs it was tranfa@ed in the 
act of {acramental confeflion, or in the 
confeffion feat.” And here I muft beg 
Jeave to inform the reader, that in the 
year 1562 bull was iflued by pope 
Paul IV, which the fuccceding popes 
Clement VIII, Paul V, and Gregory 
XV. approved and confirmed, declaring 
it a crime cognizable by the inquifition 
for any confeflor to folicite or entice 
women to lewdnefs in the aét of facra- 
niental confeflion or in the place de- 
ftined thereunto, fince he, who thus 
abufes that facran.ent, cannot be fup- 
poled io believe it a facrament; and 
not to believe it a facrament is rank 
herefy. The incontinence of the 
priefts gave occafion to this bull; but 
it is fcarce any reftraint on the de- 
bauched and incontinent confeffors ; 
and by them many women, their peni- 
tents, as they call them, are daily fe- 
duced with impunity. For unlefs they 
folicite in the act of facramental con- 
feffion, or immediately before or after 
it, fo that no act intervene between 
the folicitation and confeflion, the 
crime is not, by the papal bulls, cog- 
nizable by the inguifition, nor does 
that 
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that tribunal ever interfere. Thus 
fhould a confeffor, prefuming on the 
known frailty of a woman whole con- 
feflion he has heard, follow her to her 
own houfe, and there, -at any inter- 
vening time, folicite and debauch her, 
no inguifitor would receive the accufa- 
tion, thould fhe accufe fuch a confef- 
for, as has fometimes happened, but 
would only advife her to avoid him. 
When I heard her [the non Byusna- 
corfi’s] confefion (if ever I did hear 
it) I did not know her, I never 
had feen her, nor did I ever hear 
her confeffion after I knew her; and I 
cannot therefore be fuppofed to have 
folicited her, or enticed her to lewd- 
nefs, in the act of facramental con- 
fefion, or immediately before or after 
it. But with that crime I am not 
charged, the only crime that “ pro- 
perly,” or any ways, ‘ belongs to 
the inquifition.” 

Had I denounced myfelf, I fhould 


liave thereby put a ftop to all further 


profecution, there being no crime that 
the inquifition does not forgive upon 
2 voluntary confeflion, provided no 
information was given before of the 
crime thus voluntarily confeiled. This 
practice now obtains in all the /talian 
inquifitions. I am faid to have adviled 
the nun to denounce herfelf. But why 
fhould I have advifed her to do fo? 
She could be guilty of no crime punifh- 
able by the inquifition, the pap.1 bulls 
being all levelled againft foliciting con- 
feffors, and not foliciting penicents ; 
infomuch that fhould a penitent foli- 
cit her confeffor in the very act of fa- 
tramental confeflion, the inguifition 
would no more concern themfelves 
with itthan if fhe had folicited him, 
or any other man, at any other time 
or in any other place. 

Had the inquifitor, under any pre- 
tence whatfoever, interceded with my 
fuperiors to let me {tay at Maccrata, 
as he is foppofed in the letter to have 
done, they durft not have removed 
tne. —-The crime, for which the inqui- 
fitor only wanted ‘* fafficient proofs to 


lay hold of me,” is fuppofed in the 


letter to have been publickly known 
at Macerata, fince my fuperiors even 
at Rome (for they alone had a power 
to remcve me) “ had heard too much 
to leave me any longer there.” But 
if it had been thus publicly known at 
Macerata that I was guilty of a crime, 
for which the inquifition could ‘¢ lay 
hold on me,” can any man think that 
I would have [till continued there, and 
not made my efcape from thence, as I 
am faid to have afterwards done from 
Perugia? When my fuperiors ordered 
me to that city, I muft then have 
known, or fufpected at leaft, why they 
removed me: And was I fo carelefs, 
fo entirely forgetful of my own fafery, 
as to repair toa place where I was not 
at al] fafer than at Macerata itfelf, in- 
ftead of laying hold of that opportu- 
nity to make my efcape ? 

It is faid in the letter, that “ very 
foon after my arrival at Perugia, ¥ had 


notice from three different hands that 


>? 


a cafiatur,” or an order to apprehend 
me, “ was given out by the inquifi- 
tion.” But in the inquifition every 
thing is carried on with the utmoft 
fecrecy. * 

It would indeed have been very go- 
nerous in the lady Busnacorfi to have 
warned me of my danger; but that fhe 
fhould have a&ed fo friendly a part, 
and thereby brought herfelf, on my 
accoent, into difficulties, after I had 
perfuaded her daughter to Ict_ me take 
her out of a monaftery and carry her 
of to the great difgrace of the whole 
family, is no lefs improbable than that 
the count her hofband fhould have 
“threatend me with my life;” fince 
the leait violence he had ufed might 
have coft him very dear; and to put 
an end, at once, to all correfpondence 
between his daughter and me; he 
needed only have complained to the 
bithop or reétor of the college, 

Lord Aylmer’s friends could hear 
nothing of what I am charged with in 
this letter, upon the ftrictett enquities 
concerning my charaéter made only a 
twelvemonth after I left Italy; nor 
could a worthy and very learned di- 
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vine of our church, fo late as 1750, 
tho’ defirous to know whet was faid 
of mein /taly, he applied to one, an 
Jrijh prieft, who had known me per- 
fecily well while I lived at Mlacerata. 
I mylelf, in all the routs I have given 
ung gentlemen fetting out on 

their travels into Ztaly, have advifed 
them to flop at Macerata, to take a 
view of the place, there being many 
things in that city, and, among the 
re(t, the church of the jefuits and the 
ately palace of the Buonacorft, that 
well deicrve to be feen, and to enquire 
about me; I never faid, ner pretended, 
that it was for the fake of religion alone 
that I left rafy; but, on the contrary, 
have often declared, us all my frtends 
can atteft, that had I never belonged 
to the inguifition, I fhould have gone 
on, as moft Roma catholics do, 
without ever queftioning the truth of 
the religion I'was brought up in, or 
thinking of any other. But the un- 
heard of crucltics of that hellifh tribu- 
nal fhocked me beyond all expreflion, 
and rendered me, as I was obliged by 
ny office of counfellor, to be acceffary 
to them, one of the moft unhappy men 
upon earth. I therefore determined, 
after thany reftlefs nights and much 
deliberation with myfelf, to withdraw 
at the fame time from the inquifition 
and from /taly, In this mind, and in 


the moft unhappy and tormenting fitu- 


to yo 


ation that can pollibly be imagined, I / 


continued near a twelvemonth, not able 
to prevail tpon myfelf to execute the 
refolution I had taken, of account of 
the many dangers, which I forefaw 
Would jnevitably attend it, and the 
dreadful confequences of my tailing in 
the attempt. 

The deep impreflion that the death 
Of an unhappy friend, the moft barba- 
rous and inhuman treatment he had 
Met with, and the part I had been ob- 
liged to a@ in fo affeQing a tragedy, 
made on my mind, got at once the 
better of my fear: ; fo that forgetting, 
in a manner, the dangers I had till 
then fo much arprehended, I refolved, 
Withour further delay, t@ put in exes 
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cution the defign I had formed of 
quitting the inquifition, and bidding 
for ever adieu to /ta/y. To execute 
that defign with fome fafety, I propo- 
fed to beg leave of the inquifitor to 
vilit the virgin of Loreto but thirteen 
miles diftant, and to pafs a week there ; 
but in the mean time to make the belt 
of my way to the country of the Gr/- 
fons, the neareft country to Maceraiz 
out of the reach of the inquifition. 
Having therefore, after many conflicts 
with myfelf, alked leave to vifit the 
neighbouring fanétuary and obtained 
it, I fet out on horfeback the very 
next morning, leaving, as I propofed 
to keep the horfe, his full value with 
the owner. Itook the road to Lorete, 
but turned out of it a {mall diftance 
irom Recanati after a molt violent 
ftruggle with mytelf, the attempt ap- 
pearing to me, at that funéture, quite 
defperate and impradticable, and the 
dieadful doom.referved for me, fhould 
I mifcarry, prefenting itlelf to my 
mind in the ftrongeft light. Bat the 
tefleétion that I had it in my power to 
avoid being taken alive, and a perfua- 
fion that a man in my fituation might 
lawfully avoid it, when every other 
means failed him, at the expence of 
his life, revived my ftaygered refolu- 
tion ; and ail mv fears cesfling at once, 
I fteered my courfe, leaving Loreto be- 
hind me, to Rocca Contrada, to Fof- 
ombrone, to Calvi in the dukedom of 
Urbino, and from thence through the 
Romagna into the Bolognese, keeping 
the bye-roads. 
(He afterwards relates the particu- 
lars of his journey tofrenchFlanders. ] 
Charge. Mr 8: was tome time with 
his countrymen the Secich jefuits at 
Douay, after be lett Ltely. ie pafled 
in that college for a brother jeiuit, go- 
ing upon the miflion to Scet/and, and 
was entertaired with great kindnefs. 
It is eafily conceived why Mr &, did 
not make this a part of the narrative 
with which he hath amufed his pro- 
teflant acquaintances. The fame rea- 
fon; no doubt, induced him to conceal 
his having borrowed, at Dewey, the 
¥ baile 
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horfe of father Strahan, the reftor of 
the Scotch college, to go ona vilit to 
a friend at Lie. His riding off with 
this horfe to Calais, where be fold 
him, will account for his trepidation 
when he met Lord Ba/tin re there; 
for tho’ the Rewi/> inquifition could 
not, the freaeh marchauilce might be 
at his hecls: 

Anfover. g got fafe into 
Frence Flanders, 1 there repaired to 
the college of the Scotch jefuits at 
Diuay; and difcovering myfeif to the 
rector, I acquainted him with the 
caule of my judden departure from 
dialy, and bepped him to give imme- 
diate notice of my arrival, as well as 
of the motives of my fight, to 
Michael digelo Tamturt.i, general of 
the order, and my very particular 
friend. My repairing thus to a col- 
lege of jefuits, and putting myfelf in 
their power, is a plain prcof, as we 
may obierve here by the way, that it 
was not becau'e L was guilty of any 
crime, cr to avcid the punihment due 
ta any crime, that [bad fled from 
fraly. For bad that been the cafe, no 
tian can think, that, inftead of repair- 
ing to Halland or Exgland, as I might 
have cafily done, and bid the whole 
order dehance, 1 would have thus de- 
livered myfelf up to them. 

The rector wrote to the gener:l; 
and the general, taking no notice of 
my flioht toa his anfwer (for he could 
not difapprove it, and did not think it 
fufe ta approve it) ordered me to con- 
tinve where J was till further orders, 
Tarived at Deuay early in May, and 
continued there till the Jatter end of 
Jace or the beginning of Fal/ys3 when 
the rector received a (ccond letter from 
the geieral, acquainting him, that he 
had been command:cd by tie congre- 
gction cf the inquilition to order me, 
wherever 1] was, back to laly; to 
promife me ia qheir name full pardon 
and vorgivenels, it Lobeyeds bur if ] 
Gi HOC Oey, to treat me as an apo- 
{iaie. Hle adcx« d. that the fame order 
been tranimitted foon alter my 


f,.utto the uuncros at 


at the dificrent 


Having 


GENERAL MAGAZINE 





Roman catholic courts; and he there. 
fore advifed me to confult my own 
fufety without further delay. 

Upon the receipt of the genersl’s 
kind letter, the rector was of opinion, 
that I fhould repair by all means, and 
without lofs of time, to Exglaad, not 
only as the fafeft afylum I could fly to 
in my preient fituation, but as a place 
where I fhould foon recover my na- 
tive language, and be ufefully em- 
ployed, as foon as I recovered it, either 
there or in Scot/aud. I readily clofed 
with the rector’s opinion, being ver 
uneafy in my mind, as my old doubts 
in point of religion daily gained 
ground, and new ones arofe upon my 
reading, which was my only employ- 
ment, the books of controverfy I found 
in the library of the coliege. The 
place being thus agreed on, and it be- 
ing at the fame time fettled between 
the sector and me, that I fhould fet out 
next morning, I folemaly promifed, at 
his requeft and defire, to take no kind 
of notice, after my arrival in Zugland, 
of his having been any ways privy to 
my flight, or of the general’s ietter to 
him. This promife I have faithfully 
and honourably obferved, and fhou'd 
have thought myfelf guilty of the 
blackeft ingratitude if I had not ob- 
ferved it; being fenfible, that, had it 
been known at Rome that either the 
rector or general had been acceflary to 
my flight, the inquifition would have 
refented it feverely in both. For tho’ 
a jefuit in France, in Flanders, or ia 
Germany, 1s out of the reach of the 
inguifition, the general is not; and 
the high tribunal not only have it in 
their power to punifh the general him- 
{clf, who refides conftantly at Rome, 
but may oblige him to inflié what pu- 
nithment they pleafe on any of the or- 
der obnoxious to them. 

The rector went that very night out 
of town; and in his abfence, but not 
without his privity, I took one of the 
hories of the college early next morn- 
ing, as if I were poing for change of 
air, being fomewhat indifpofed, to 
pals a few days at Erfle ; but fteering 
ro 
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ME, adifferent courfé, I reached .d/re that 


night, and Calais the next diy. Iwas 
there in no danger of being flopt and 
feized at the profecution of the ingut- 
fition, a tribunal no lefs abhorred in 
France than in England, But being 
informed by the general, that the nun- 
cios at the different courts had been 
ordered, foon after my flight, to caule 
me to be apprehended in the Roman 
catholic countries through which I 
might pafs, as an apoltate or deferter 
from the order, I was under no {mall 
apprehenfion of being difcovered and 
apprehended as fuch even at Calas. 
No fooner therefore did I alight at the 
inn, than I went down to the quay 5 
and there, as I was very littie ac- 
quainted with the fea, and thought 
the paflage much fhorter than it is, I 
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endeavoured to engage fome fifhermen 
to carry me that very night in one of 
their {mall veilels over to fagland, 
This alarmed the guards of the har- 
bour ; and I fhould have bien certainly 
apprehended as a perfon guilty or ful- 
pected of fome great crime flying from 
juftice, had not Lord Baltimore, whom 
[ had the good Juck to meer in the 
inn, informed of my danger, and pity- 
ing my condition, attended me that 
moment with all his comp.ny to the 
port, and conveyed me immediately on 
board his yachts There I lay that 
night, leaving every thing I had but 
the cloaths on my back in the inn; 
and the next day his lordfhip fet me 
afhore at Dever, from whence I came 
in the common ftage to Louden. 
[To be continued, ] 
rete 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


N the 6th inftant, the French 

king went from Trianon to 

Verfailles, to vifit madam Vic- 
toire, About fix in the evening, as 
his majelty was juft {tepping into his 
coach to return to Trianon, a man, 
who had concealed himfelf between the 
hind wheels, rufhed forward, with his 
hat on, made his way to the king’s per- 
fon through the guards (one of whom 
he even fhoved againft the Dauphin) 
and {truck his majefty on the right fide, 
of which however the king only com- 
plained by faying, TAat man has given 
me a violent blow, he muf? either be mad 
or drank, But having perceived that 
his hand, which he clapped to his fide, 
was bloody, he faid, / azz wounded ; 


feize that fellow, but don’t kill him. 


His majelty was immediately carried 
tohis apartment. The wound (which 


from the very firft was not thought 
dangerous) was given with a fharp 
Pointed knife, which glanced upwards 
between the ath and sth ribs, and is 


not of any confiderable depth ; and at 
the firft dreffing, it was even judged 
the cure would be fpeedy. That night 
the king flept an hour and a quarter. 
The villain who committed this at- 
tempt, is named Damien, and is a na- 
tive of Arras. The weapon he made 
ufe of was fouud on him, and proves 
to be a common clafp knife with two 


blades. At firft it was feared it might 


have been poifoned, but be affured the 
contrary, and the experiments that 
have fince been made with it on feveral 
animals, have made good his affertion. 

Another unlucky incident has lately 
happened that has a little alarmed the 
3ritifh nation : the commanding officer 
of the Spanifh troopsat Algezires neac 
Gibraltar, fome weeks ago, difpatched 
a courier to his court, with a complainr, 
that admiral Hawke had fent {ome arm- 
ed fhallops to carry off from under the 
cannon of that fort, an Enolith vellvl 
that had been brought in by a privateer 
from the coait of France: that a pre- 
cedure of this nature having appeared 
incompatible with the laws of friend- 

fhip. 
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fhip he judged it his duty to oppofe it 
with all bis power ; and accordingly 
he fired upon the Enghih, 150 of whom 
were killed and wounded ; notwith- 
ftanding which, the fhallops cut out 
the veflel, and carried her to Gibraltar. 
He added, that after this action, he re- 
ecived a letter fromthe Lord Tyrawley, 
governor of that fortrefs, which was 
drawn up in fuch ungarded terms, 
teat he thought he ought rather to fend 
it up to court, theh to return an an- 
{wer fo it. 

This news a little furprized the Spa- 
nih minillry, who have intimated to 
Sir Benjamin Keene how inconrfiltent 
with the good underltanding which the 
two courts have recently and mutually 
promifed to miintain. Sir Benjamin, 
being already informed of the fact, 
made an{wer, that the fea officers at Gi- 
briltar had long obferved, with great 
vexation, that Alvezires ferved as a re- 
treat for French privateers, to carry in 
the veflels they took on thefe coatts, 
even under the cannon of the fortrefs, 
nay, and in fight of the Britifh feet ri- 
ding at anchor there, that the affair 
complained of was of this nature ; that 
he, neverthelefs, waited for more pre- 
cife informations, tho’ what he had al- 
ready received was fofficient to prove 
the hotlilities committed by the com- 
mandant of Algeztves againit the En- 
gifh fhailops, who were fent to de« 
mand the Englith veflel, and did not 
retake he: by force, till a denial had 
b €' even in fuch havehty terms as 
might have mode lord Tyrawley think 
himielt intitled ta anfwer it in the fame 
firain; and as for the relt, the upright- 
nefs with which hts Britannic majetty 
wis acenftomed ta behave towards 
powers in hiendthip and alliance with 
his crown, left no room to doubt, but 
tiat, he we afd give freth proofs of Dis 
care and stiention to preferve the pood 
undoritand'ng between the two nations. 
vers accounts of this affair sare 
frid to be handed shone at Madrid. In 
that eranfmitteds by the Enplith, they 
pimem, thor the reititetion of the Ain 


-t2 gucitiea wus demanded mn the molt 


civil terms; but that the commandant 
of Alpezires anfwered them in fuch 


haughty expreflions as favoured of a 
menace: that the armed fhallops, in 


drawing near the fhore, made no dif- 
pofitions but fuch as were requifite to 
feize the veffel ; but the Spanifh com- 
mandant fired apon them as if they had 
been coming to attack or befiege him; 
and that upon the report of their -off- 
cers, when returned to Gibraltar, Adm, 
Hawke and Lord Tyrawley coul! not 
forbear fending a letter to the com- 
mindant of Algeziers, importing, 
*¢ That his behaviour was contrary to 
the rules of neutrality, decency, and 
good neighbourhood; that he fhould 
anfwer for it before his fovereign 3 and 
that whatever explication or extenfion 
one might pretend to give to the neu- 
trality of a {tate, the protedtion of ».- 
rates again{t the fubjeéts of a nation 
with whom one is linked in friend ’hip 
by treaties, was in no cafe allowed.’ 
The commandant of Algezires, on the 
other hand, pretends he had done no- 
thing on this occafion but what his du- 
ty urged him to, with refpeét to the 
right which the French have always 
had, to carry their prizes into the ports 
of the Spanifh monarchy, from which 
Algezires is not excepted, fince it ap- 
pears by the marine regilters, chat ma- 
ny Englifh fhips, taken by the French, 
at different times, had beea carried in- 
to that place, | 
LONDON, Jan. 1. 

The Rte Hon, the Earl of Tanker 
ville, ordered a (laughter of the cattle 
in his park at Chilliagham in Nor- 
thumberland to be made, aad, with a 
proportionable quantity of bread, to 
be diftributed to above 600 poor per- 
fons iw that neighbourhood. And his 
lordthip bas alfo given dire@tions for 
2 conliderable quantity of corn to be 
bought and laid up, in order that (in 
cate the price fhould advance) the ne- 
ceflitous may be fupplied at a moderate 
rate. 


Orders were fent to Scotland for rai- 


fine 2000 Highlanders, in ordex to be 


= aa : P 
embarked {or America, as the High- 
jand 
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jand regiments are found to be more 
ferviceable in that country than the 
natives themfelves ; who it {cems, are 
become fo timid, fince Braddock’s de- 
feat, that 30 Indians will drive a hun- 
dred of them. The command of one 
of the battalions of the Highlanders to 
be rzifed for this fervice is given to 
Col. Frafer eldeft fon of the late lord 
Lovat, who ’tis fuppofed, will raifethem 
chiefly in hisown clan. No Lowland- 
er is to be accepted, and the clans im- 
medjately in view are the Campbells, 
Mackenzies, Frafers, Macdonalds, Mac- 

herfons and Mackintofhes. 

3. The Earl of Egremont was plea- 
fed to diftribute, among the poor in 
the neighbourhood in the neighbour- 
hood of Petworth, two fat oxen with 
aproportion of bread to each poor 
perfon. 

4. A moft cruel and unparalleled 
murder was committed near Bedwick in 
Glamorganthire, by one Edward Mor- 
gan,a young man, who being invited, 
according to annual ¢ultom, to {pend 
the Chriftmas holidays with his rela- 
tion, a farmer in that neighbourhood, 
accepted the invitation, and in the 
night time firft attempted to kill the ap- 
prentice with whom he lay ; and then 
went to the farmer’s bed-fide, cut his 
and his wife’s throat, as alfo that of 
the unhappy man’s daughter; after 
which he plundered the dwelling, and 
fet both that and the out-houles- on 
fire, and made his efcape ; but has fince 
been apprehended and committed to 
gaol. About eight head of cattle, to- 
frie with the beaft-houfe and dwel- 
ing-houfe, were confumed by the 
flames.—[This is chiefly from the 
Bath Journal ;_ the Gloucefter Jour- 


fal fays, that the dwelling-houfe, a 


barn full of cora, and a bealt-houfe 
with 12 head of cattle in it, werefound 
burnt to the ground} and the farmer, 
his wife, and daughter were either 
murdered or perifhed in the flames. ] 

5. Peter Molliers, late captain . of 
the Gloria French privateer, was com- 
mitted to Gloucelter caltle, for ftealing 
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a diamond ring, value 20]. the pro- 
perty of Mr Curtis, a jeweller in Giou- 
cefter. He He had bought a metal 
watch of Mr Curtis at the time he 
{tole the ring, which was found y 
on him when he was apprehended at 
Thornbury, where he was upen his 
parole. 

_ 6. The French king was ftabbed in 
his coach as he was returning from a 
vifit, The affafin was immediately fei- 
zed, and has been fince put to the tors 
ture, but no material difcoveries have 
been obtained from him. Twenty 
Lewis d’ors were found in his pocket, 
anda copy ofthe New Teftament. The 
fellow, it is faid, fold powders about 
the {treets. 

7. An account of the grofs duty 
Jaid on filver plate for the year 1756, 
was laid before the houfe, and amount. 
ed to 25,000]. and upwards. 

8. By a proclamation made this day 
for giving encouragement to seamen 
and able-bodied landmen to enter 


-themfelves on board his majc{ly’s fhips 
of war, the bounties are offered of 3 


ounds for every able feaman, 30 fhil- 
ies toevery ordinary feaman, between 
the age of 50 and 20, and alfoa boun- 
ty of 30 fhillings to every able-bodied 
Jandman, between the age of 35 and 
20, who fhall voluntarily enter them- 
felves to ferve in the royal navy on or 
before the roth of February next; 2 
reward_is alfo promifed of 2 pounds 


’ for every able, and 20 fhillings for e- 


very ordinary feaman, who may fecret 
themfelves upon the difcovery made of 
them, to be paid upon their being ta- 
ken into his majefty’s Jervice ; alfohis 
majefty’s moft gracious pardon to all 
deferters from his fthips, and the fuli 
payment of all wages due to them at 
the time of their defertion, provided 
they return on board any of the king’s 
fhips on or before the 1oth of Februa- 
ry ucxt. 

The farmers at Warminfter market, 
who purpoted to. have advanced the 
already exorbitant price of their corn, ° 
mict with a remarkable dilappointment - 
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The malfleys from various parts, to- 
pether with thofe of the town, who 
aflembléd together to the number of 
threelcore and upwards, made an a- 
greement not to boy any barley that 
day: feveral of them Jikewife declared 
that they were refolved to quit the 
malting bufinefs rather then fuffer them- 
felves to be fo notorioufly impofed up- 
on. The malfters likewife caufed a 
Jetter to be wrote, which was figned 
by many of them, and fent to Devizes 
and other market-towns, to defire the 
buyers of corn to follow their example, 
for the benefit of all in general and the 
poor in particular. 

About elveven at night a fire broke 
out in the malt fpirit f{till-houfe be- 
longing to Sherman Godfrey, Flq; at 
Limehoufe, which in a few hours cn- 
tirely confumed the fame. This mis- 
fortune, was occafioned by the wick 
of a lamp falling on a cafk of oil, which 
fet it on fire, and foon communicated 
the flames to the whole building. 

. One of the piers of Putney 
bridge gave way, being prefled by the 
great load of ice again{t it, and funk 
about four feet. A coach with four 
gentlemen in it were pafling over it at 
the fame time, but received no other 
diimage than being very much frighted. 

13. Several juftices of peace, clergy- 
men, and others, agreed, at the quar- 
ter fefions held for the county of Dure 
ham, to form themfelves into a fociety 
tor the relief of the induftrious poor, 
by retailing corn to them at a moderate 
price. 

15. Admiral Hawke, in the Ramil- 
lies, with part of his fqvadron from 
Gibraltar, arrived at Spithead. The 
admiral was much tndifpofed. , 

16. Adm. Weit failed from Spithead 
with 11 men of war of the line, and is 
to be joined by four more off Ply- 
mouth. 

17. The feilions ended at the old 
Bailey, which proved a maiden one, a 
thing hardlyn know at this feafon of 
the ycar. 

A relolution pafed the honfe to 
grant the {um of 30,0001, towards en- 
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abling the governors of the Found- 
ling Hofpital to receive all fuch expo- 
fed and deferted young children under 
the age of fix months as fhall be brought 
to the faid hofpital before the r{t of 
January, 1758. It was alfo refolved, 
that 223,939]. be granted for the or- 
dinary of the navy ; 10,0001. to Green- 
wich hofpital; 10,000]. to Plymouth 
hofpital; and 161,5571. for the athce 
of ordnance for the year enfuing, 

18. The charge of two battalions of 
Highlanders was laid before the houfe, 
who are immediatcly to be raifed for 
the American fervice. 

Rich, Hughes, formerly an eminent 
matter taylor, was committed to New- 
gate, being charged with felonioufly 
publifhing, as true, three letters of at- 
torney, to transfer S.S. annuities to 
the amount of 1000], 

19. His majefty gave the royal affent 
to the land-tax bil!; the malt bill; to 
two naval bills, and two naturalization 
bills. 

20. The fum of 228,1961. was gran- 
ted by parliament for defraying the ex- 
pences of the offices of ordnance for 
the year 1756. | 

21. According to the annual cuftom, 
73 gentlemen were admitted to the 
degree of batchellors of arts of Cam- 
bridge univerfity. 

¥efterday and this day an inqueft 
was taken at Newnham in Glouceiter- 
fhire, before three of his majefty’s ju- 
ftices of the peace, the high theriff, and 
many of the neighbouring gentlemen, 
of the riots and outrage lately commit- 
ted there, and at other places, by ftop- 
ping the trows as they pafled and feiz- 
ing and carrying off the corn, meal, &c. 
found therein, under-a miftaken noti- 
on, that fuch corn, meal, &c. was 
forteited by law; and 14 of the hid 
rioters being found guilty by a jury of 
fubttantial inbabitants within the forelt 
divifion, were feverely fined. Warrants 
are likewife iffved by the faid jultices 
for apprehending many others of the 
faid rioters for felonious acts by them 
cages in the {aid riogous meet- 

ngs, 


92. Was 
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»9, Was held a general court of the 
free Britifh fifhery fociety, to take in- 
to confideration the {tate of the com- 

any’s affairs ; a very exact account of 
which being laid before the proprietors, 
by the council, the court came to the 
following refolutions, nemine contra- 
dicente, Viz. 1. That it is the opinion 
of this general court to carry on the 
fihery.—2. That an humble applica- 
tion be made to parliament, reprefent- 


ing the {tate of the fociety’s affairs, and _ 


praying for fuch further encourage- 
ment and affiltance as fhall be thought 
proper to enable them to carry on this 
great national undertaking, in fuch 
manner as to anfwer the important 
purpofes for which it was defigned. 
And the council, with feveral other 
proprietors who were named for that 
purpofe, were defired to draw up the 
faid petition. 

24. Leave was given to bring in a 
bill for the more effectual punifhment 
of cheats of all kinds, than which no 
bill was ever more neceffary in thefe 
degenerate times. 

It was refolved, that towards railing 
the fupplics, a fum not exceeding 
3,000,000]. be raifed by way of lot- 
tery ; which lottery fhall confift of a 
million of tickets, at a guinea each, half 
of which fum fhall be divided into prizes 
for the benefit of the proprietors, and 
half applied towards carrying onthe war. 

26. A biil for better ordering the 
militia forces in England was read the 
firft time, and ordered to be read a 
fecond time. 

28. An exprefs arrived from Port!- 
mouth, which brought an account of 
the refolution of the court-martial, 
which was as follows : 

The courtemartial are of opinion that 
Admiral Byng did not do his utinofi to 
engage the enctty, and therefore are of 
Cpinion, that he is fallen under part of 
the 12th article of war, and atyudge 
and fentence him to be fhot to death ; 
but as it doth not appear to the court, 
that it was either through cowardice or 
difafeion, they do unanimeujly recome 

end him to were. 
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“ Article XI. Every perfon in the 
“¢ fleet, who through cowardiceynegli- 
‘* sence, or difaffection, fhall in, time 
“ of action, withdraw or keep back, or 
“¢ not come into the fight or engage- 
“ ment, or fhall not do his utmolt to 
“take or deftroy every fhip which it 
“ fhall be his duty to engage, and to 
<< affift and relieve all and every of his 
‘¢ majetty’s fhips, or thofe of his al- 
“lies, which it fhall be his duty to af- 
 filt or relieve, every fuch perfon fo 
“offending, and being conviéted 
““ thereof by the fentence of a court- 
* martial, fhall fuffer death.” 

31. Bills are preparing in order to 
lower the high price of corn and bread, 
to prevent the ufe of wheac in the di- 
ftillery; to take off the duty ou foreign 
corn, and alfo on al! corn, bread, vil- 
cuit, &c, taken from the enemy ; to 
regulate the weights and mealures of 
corn; and to prevent the exportation 
of corn for a limited time, 

W hen the tranfports with the forces 
from Minorca were in the bay of Bil- 
cay, on their return to Enpland, and 
the officers taking the air upon deck, a 
little boy, of eight years old, the only 
fon of Capt. D. of Cornwallis’s regi- 
ment, who was playing with a foldier’s 
bov of his own age, by a fudden roll 
of the fhip, the fea running high, with 
a great {well, as is common there, fell 
overboard in fight of his father and 
mother. The poor woman, in her di- 
{traction, was madly following her 
child, but was held by Col. R.A fol- 
dier who was near the boy, as he ge- 
nerally was (being very fond of him) 
in an inftant pulled off his coat and 
fhoes, and nobly threw himfelf into 
the fea after him. The confufion was 
fo great, that nota foul thought of 
keeping their eye upon the boy, to 
mark which way the fea carried him, 
except his little play fellow, who never 
took his eye from him ; and by point- 
ing directed the foldier to him, whe 
luckily got tohim, and tock him in one 
hand, {wimming with the other, and 
had the prefencve of mind to tear open, 
the boy’s fhirt collar. The thip was 

brought 
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brought to, and the boat got out; but 
that was a work of time ina rolling 
fea, when the veffel went about § miles 
an hour. The boat took them up juft 
as the poor fellow was fpent. The 
little boy, when brought on board, was 
to appearance dead, but, by proper carey 
in about 2 hours recovered ; when he 
laughing told his mother, if fhe would 
not be frightened, he would tell her a 
dream he had in the night ; for fo it 
appeared to him ; and then related all 
that happened to him. The generous 
and heroic foldier is promoted to be a 
fergeant. 


Lift of Ships taken from the French. 
(Continued from p. 670.) 


HE Maria, from Bourdeaux for 

St Domingo, taken by the Grey- 
hound man of war and brought into 
Ply mouth. 

Vhe Raphael, a Swedifth fhip, from 
Havre de Grace for Cadiz, carried into 
Gibralter. 

The Mermaid and Eagle men of war 
took a cutter privateer of 6 guns, and 
after having taken out the men, burnt 
her. 

The Ponticherri, from the Eaft-In- 
dies for Port L’Orient, burthen rooo 
tuns, was tal.en by the Dover man of 
war, efter am engzapement of about an 
hour, in which the French Jolt their 
2d caprain and 16 men, and is carried 
into Cork. 

The Cigale nrivetecr of St Maloes 
of 14 Guns and 102 men, carrvy’dinto 
Kinfale by the Unicorn man of war, 

A French letter of marque fiip of 
40> tons, and a St Demingo man, are 
taien by the Otter floop of war, who 
has alfo retaken an Eng'ith privateer, 
and brought them all into Pen- 
zance. 

The Neptune, of Amfterdam, from 
Bourdeanx for Morlaix, carried into 
Piymouth by the ilunter cutter. 

The Greyhound, from St Domingo 
for Bourdeaux, carried into Plymouth 
by the Leofloif man of war. 


A brig from St Domingo is {ent into 
Briltol by the Hunter cutier, 

A thip from Marfeilles for Valencia, 
is taken by the Chefterficld man of war, 
and another from Marifcilles for the 
Welt-Indies, is taken by the Ambuf- 
cade man of war, and both carried in- 
to Gibraltar. 

A Jarpe fhip from Martinico is car- 
ried into Portfmouth by the Lyme man 
of war. 

A large fnow from St Domingo, is 
carried into Jamaica by the Rye man 
of war. 

The Jupiter, from St Domingo, and 
a Dutch fhip from Rotterdam for Bour- 
deaux, are taken by the Defiance pri- 
vateer, Dyer, and fent to Falnouth. 

A fhip of 18 guns, from Havee for 
Martinico, is carried into St Kitts by 
the Oliver Cromwell privateer. 

The .Bofphorus, Kennard, from 
Smyrna for London, has taken a prize, 
and carried her to Malta. 

A French #a:t India fhip, is taken 
by theAntigallican privateer of London. 

The Mermaid, from St Domingo for 
Nantz, with 323 Hogfheads of fagar, 
4327\b. of indigo, and 15 tons of 
coffee, is fent into Plymouth by the 
Lyon privateer, 

The Vigory, from Havre for St 
Domingo, a new fhip of 300 tons, 
loaded with bale goods, is taken by 
the Ifacc privateer of Liverpool, and 
carried into Kinfale, 

The B llone, from St Domingo for 
Nantz, taken by the Lyon man of 
war, and the Rackow, from Cayen for 
Rochelle, taken by the Monmouth, are 
both brought into Plymouth. 

The Concord, fiom St Domingo, 
loaded with fugar, coffee, &c. is 
orought into Falmouth by the Eagle 
privatcer of Buiffo}, 


Lift of Ships taken by the French. 
, VHHE Nancy, Davidfon, of Lon- 


don, with lead and red hervings, 
Is carried into Dunkirk. 

The Earl of Chetterfeld, Brown, 
from Oporto for London, was teken 
two leagues from the ifle of Wight by 
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a French privateer of 8 guns and 70 
men, and carried into a port near 
Havre de grace. 

The Hambro Merchant, Horncaftle, 
from Genoa for Malaga and England, 
carried to Malaga. 

The Engene, Cole, from Briftol for 
Maryland, with convicts, ranfom’d for 
jooo!, 

The St Michael, Wheeler, from the 
Currant iflands for Briftol, carry’d in- 
to Fufchamp. 

The Nancy, from Newfoundland for 
Pool, carried into Bayonne. 

The St George, Conner, and the 
Combe, Davis, from London for Va- 
lencia, carried to Carthagena. 

The Induftry, Troup, from London 
for Leghorn, is carried into Marieilles. 

The Harlequin, Strahan, from Del- 
matia for Smyrna, is carried into Cy- 
prus. 

The Montferrat, Planter, Lyon, from 
Montferrat for London, carried into 
St Sebaflians, 

The Concord, Carrole, from Mary- 
land for London, carried into Cherburg. 

The Fanny, Henderwell, and the 
True Love, King, from Lyme for Li- 
verpool, carried into Havre. 

The Neptune, Baker, from North- 
Carolina for London, is carried into 
Morlaix. 

The Newtown, Barlow, from Lon- 
don for Wales, is carried into Dieppe. 

The Poftboy, Olding, from Plymouth 
for Naples, carried into Marfeilles. 

The Adventure, Braflit, for Pool; 
the Endeavour, , for Briftol ; 
the Greyhound, Devaux for Bilboa, 
all from Newfoundland; the Ny‘tone, 
Hopfkill, from New England for Bil- 
boa; the Weftall, Lewis, from Mary- 
land for Hull; the Edward and Su- 
fanna, M‘Namara, from St Kitts for 
London; the Lively Mary, Gradon, 
from Dublin for Cadiz, with goo bar- 
rels of butter, and 180 tann’d hides of 
leather, &c. are taken by the Bayonne 


privateers. 
The Prince, 2 Danifth thip, from 


Topfham for Leghorn, is carried into 
Marfeilles. 
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The Three Friends, Whitney, from 
Newfoundland, is carried into Alicant. 

The Penelope, Blake, from Lifbon 
for London, and another fhip with 150 
barrels of beef, 300 firkins of .buiter, 
40 Hogtheads of beer, and other goods, 
carried into Dunkirk. 

A privateer belonging to Bourdeaux 
has taken the Edward, Dalton, and a- 
nother fhip from Jamaica for London. 

The Robert, Cawfon, from Virginia 
for London, carried into St Sebaitians. 

The Hawke, Conolly, from. Lon- 
don; the Henry, Graham, from Brif- 
tol, both for -ntigua; the Payne, 
, from Briftol for Nevis, and a 
large new fhip, from Bolton for Ja- 
maica, areal] carry’d into Guardaloupe. 

The Blakeney, Shortridge, from 
Briftol for St Kitts, and the Patrick, 
Herbert, from Cork for the Leeward 
ifland, carried into Granadillees. 

A Dutch veffel, from Antigua for 
Barbadoes, is carried into Martinico, 
and condemned. 

The Friendthip, Crookfhanks, from 
the Spey for Bilboa, was drove by ftrefs 
of weather into Bayonne, where fhe 
was feiz’d and the men imprifoned. 

The Enterprize, Dupond, from the 
Cape de Verds, is carried into Marti- 
nico. 

On the 25th inft. a French lugger 
drove a veffel afhore at Haltings, and 
the fame day carried off a fhip out of 
Rye-bay. 

The Terrible privateer, Capt. Death, 
with her rich prize trom St Domingo, 
were taken by a privateer of 24 guns, 
after a bloody engagement, and are 


carried into St Maloes. 
The Sally, Nichols, from Newfound- 


land for Cadiz, carried into Cadiz. 

The Ellifton, Marfh, from London ; 
the Longville, Staples, from New 
York, both for Jamaica; the Boyd, 
Boyd, from Glafgow for Antigua, and 
the Samuel, Coffin, are taken. 

The Eglington, from Maryland for . 
Briftol, is taken by a Bayonne priva- 
teer. 

The Morgan, Dean, from Malaga, 


carried to France. ' 
G The 
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The Endeavour Sloop was cut out 
of a harbour on the North fide of Ja- 
maica. 

The Meffina, Power, from Cork for 
St Euftutia, taken within four leagues 
of Antigua. 

The Loyal James, Hammond, from 
Dublin for the Streights, carry’d into 
Malag:. 

The John and Mary, Simpfon, from 
Yarmouth for Chefter, with Corn, 
ranfomed for 2501. 

The Neptune, Parke, for Cagliari 
for Villafcanca, carried into Marfeilles. 

The Happy Return, from Liverpocl 
for Carolina, and the , Fither, 
from Maryland for Liverpool, carried 
into Bayonne. 

The Betfey, Finch, from Madeira 
for St Kitts, carried into Martinico. 

The Triton, Scougall, from Mary- 
land for London, taken by the Bayonne 
privateer, 

A French cutter took in Romney- 
bay, the Anne, Ford, from Rye ‘for 
Liverpool, a brig belonging to Lan- 
calter, loaded with corn for Chetter, 
and a veilel with groceries, from Lon- 
don tor Briltol. 





NEWCASTLE, Jan. 1. 


Ve hear the right hon, the earl of 
Carlile has piven, by his ftewards in 
Morpeth, three thillings in money to 
each poor perion there. And that 
Gawin Ayniley, Efg; has piven feven 
Shillings to eich in the partthh of Little- 
Harle, to enable them to fpend the 
holidays as chearfullyasin other yerrs, 

We are credibly informed, that the 
Penrith fubicription, for the relief of 
the poor, meets with encouragement 
daily. His grace the dake of Portland 
hus added a charity of sol. to it: by 
which TRULY NOBLE benefadtion the 
manigers will be able to continue their 
relief to many ciirels'd objets tll 
May-day, and fupp'y them weekly with 
comm, at 2s. the Winchefter outhel, 


which is 3s. 2d. or upwards in the 
‘ pr —" » ; ‘ . 

morket.— fais joews a real chrifjan 
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rous poor exult with gratitude and soy, 

Dec. 29. The following gentlemen, 
viz. Matthew Ridley, John Simpfon, 
Ralph Sowerby, William Peareth, Jonn 
Eralmus Blackett, George Colpitts, 
Efqrs. Mr Thomas Airey, Vir John 
Baker, Mr:George Stephenton, Mr Jo- 
nathan Blagdon, Mr Anthony Peerton, 
Mr Ralph Clarke, Mr Robert Thorp, 
Mr Ralph Redhead, and Mr Edward 
Hodfhon, were chofen truttees for the 
relief of the fick, muimed, and difabled 
feamen, &c. in the port of Newcaille 
upon ‘Tyne. 

That evening Ifabel Harrifon made 
information betore the right worthip- 
ful Sie Walter Blackett, Bart. mayor, 
wthat fhe had great reafon to fufpedct 
Joyce Garth and William Horton, two 
foldiers in the regiment quarter’d here, 
were the perfons by whom the robbe- 
ries on the Morpeth and Shields Turn- 
pikes were lately committed. Upon 
this bis worfhip ordered Horton to be 
apprehended, and brought before him ; 
who, after a long and tedious exam'- 
nation, confefled he was concerned in 
both the faid robberies, and at the {ie 
time delivered him Capt, Blagdon’s 
watch, which he had wrapped in a 
ftocking, and concealed or lodged in 
the hollow part of his thigh. He then 
made information, that Garth, and 
one Samuel! Plant, another foldier, 
were concerned in both the faid rob- 
beries; and alfo in robbing a girl on 
Shields road, oppofite to Heaton-Hail, 
of 3d. a Penknife, and a pair of Nut- 
crackers: likewife of feveral things 
which they in conjunétion had ftolen, 
which were lodged, and fince found, 
at their houfe of rendezvous in Sangate, 
kept by one John Galloway. They 
are all three taken into cultody. John 
Bigby, a foldier in the {aid regiment, 
who was apprchended on fufpicion of 
being concerned in the above robberies, 
appearing to be a perfon of very good 
character, and no way concerned in 


the fame, was ordered to be difcharged. 

We hear from Sunderland, that on 
Thurfday the zoth ult. the following 
geutlsnien were chofen truftees for the 


faid 
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faid port, for the relief and fupport of 
maimed and difabled feamen, &c. in 
the merchant’s fervice for the enfuing 
ear, viz» Henry Lambton and John 
Tempeft, Efqrs. Robert Inman, Mat- 
thew Carr, William Dunn, Warren 
Maude, John Wall, Cuthbert Ward, 
Charles Burne, William Barker, Mi- 
chael Harrifon, John Thornhill, Henry 
Taylor, Charles Bewick, jun. and 
Thomas Pemberton, gentlemen. 

Jan. 4. Was held a general quarter- 
ly court of the governors of the infir- 
mary when the following gentlemen 
were chofen for the committee of the 
enfuing quarter. 

Du-ham. Rev. Dr Knatchbull, Rev. 
Dr Tew, Thomas Lidde!l, 2{q; John 
Haile, Efg; Reve Mr Gilfborne, john 
Fawcett, Efq; Ralph Gowland, !{q; 
David Hilton, Efqg; Rev. Mr Ellifon, 
Mr Gafcoyne Fynch, Mr Newark Hud- 
fou, Mr George Huthwaite. 

Newcafile, Rev. Mr Turner, George 


For 


Grey, “iq: Lang. Sunderland, . Efq; 
Kev. “ic Dockwray, Jofhua Douglas, 
Ef; Jois Eratmus Blackett, Efq; Rev. 
wir Featherftonhaugh, Mr Thomas 


Airey, Mr Ralph Featherlton, Rev. 
Mr Lowthion, Mr Jofeph French, Mr 
Jofeph Richmond. 

Northumberland, Robert Fenwick, 
Efq: William Fenwick, Efq; Stephen 
Fryer, Efq; Jofeph Reay, Elq; William 
Ord, Elfg; John Errington, Efq; James 
Hargrav:,-Efq; Ralph William Grey, 
Eiq; Percival Clennell, Efq; John Cay, 
Riq; John Fenwick, Efq; Francis For- 
fter, Efq; : 

We hear from Chillingham, in Ner- 
thumberland, that the right hon. the 
earl of Tankerville, on new-years-day, 
ordercd » flaughter of the cattle in his 
park there to be made, and, witha 
proportionable quantity of bread, to 
be diftributed to above 600 poor per- 
fons in that neighbourhood. And his 


lordfhip has alfo given dire¢tions for a 
confiderable quantity of corn to be 
bought and laid up, in order that (in 
cafe the price thereof fhould advance) 
the neceffitous may be fupplied at a 
moderate rate. —47 example truly wore 
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thy of imitation, as it is not only agreat 
charity to the poor, but alfo an adzane 
tage to the farmer. 

The Rev. the dean and chapter of 
Durham have fubfcribed FORTY 
GUIN EAS to the marine fociety, 
for the encouragement of landmen and 
boys to ferve on board the royal navy. 
—Tlt is hopsa fo laudable an example 
will be followed by all the nobility aud 
gentry of thefe counties. 

Tis with pleafure we are authorifed 
to acquaint the public, that from the 
fub{cription carried on at Penrith by 
the humane and generous, no lefs than 
182 families are fupplied with bread 
corn, at a cheaper rate than it has been 
fold for in the market there thofe 20 
years pait. 

We hear that a bill has been pre- 
fented to the houfe by the mayor and 
aldermen of the city of Briftsl, for 
importing foreign corn duty-free, and 
for regulating the weight or meafure 
that erain or flour fhould be fold by 
throughout the kingdom: Alfo for per- 
mitting fuch meal, bread or bifcuit as 
hath or may be taken from the enemy, 
to be landed and expended in the na- 
tion duty-free fora limited time; thefe 
being judged the moft proper and fpeedy 
remedies for reducing the high price of 
bread corn, and of relieving the necef- 
fitous. _ 

zo. Captain John Scurfield of this 
town, was married at St John’s church 
in Weiftpate, by the Rev: Dr Tew, 
to Mifs Roper of Hilton a young 
lady of diftinguifhed beauty and merit, 
with a handfome fortune. 

27. The right worlhipful the may- 
or, the mapiftrates, the clergy, and the 
principal gentlemen in Town, near 100 
in number, met at the Veltry, in order 
to open a VOLUNTARY SUPSCRIP- 
TION, for the relief of the poor du- 
ring this time of f{carcity, to concert 
proper meafures for carrying it into 
execution, and for conduéting the fame 3 
when it wes unanimoufly agreed that 
collections fhould be made from door 
to door by the clergy and fome of the 
principal geatlcmen of the town which 

will 
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will begin on Wednefday next, and 
continue during the enfuing week. 
The money raifed is to be lodged in 
the bank, and a committee of twelve 
of the promoters of this charity are to 
bave the fole direction thereof; three 
of whom are to be elected by the inha- 
bitauts in each parifh, and not lefs than 
five of them are allowed to act, or pro- 

ortion out the benefaétions, which, 
we hear, will be in rye bread, meal, and 
flour. | 

25. Died in childbed, in Love-Lane, 
the iady of John Humble, Efq; coal- 
owner; who has Jefe behind her few 
equals, in the maay excellent quallifi- 
cations which accompanied her thro’ 
Jife, and which form’d to her huf- 
band the ever agreeable companicn, to 
her intimates a valuable friend: by 
whom ber lofs will be long felt and 
juftly lamented. The child, a daugh- 
ter, is fince dead. 

At Alditon, on Chriftmas eve, was 
diftributed, to 30 poor families, or up- 
wards; to each a quarter of fine mut- 
toi, and a twelvepenny loaf of bread. 
A handfome dinner was provided for 
the diltributors ; and the charity is 
to be continued anually, by order of 
alderman Stephenfon of Newcaftle; 
who has on many occafions, diitin- 
guifhed himfelf as a generous benefac - 
tor to that country 

A gentleman farmer near Carlifle 
writes us, corn was never, in the me- 
mory of the oidelt man living, known 
to be fo dear at the feafon of the year 
in that county. Wheat, lait market 
day at Carlifle, was foid at 24 fhillings 
per bufhel ; rye at 16 fhillings; barley 
at 12, and oats at 8 hfhillings, the 
bufhel being equal to 3 Winchefter, 
He adds, like a judicious honeft man, 
that he verily believes this is owing 
more to alarm, than any real fcarcity 
of grain in the country, and until this 
falie notion can be removed, he f-ars 
the prices will daily advance; as pre- 
judice, he fays, is a fort of fecond 
nature, which only can be overcome 
by time and experience. He retails 


out his corn as in other years, aad ad- 





vifes his brethren to do the fame; af. 
furing them that in a month or two 
they will find themfelves greatly de- 
ceived in their prefent notions, if no 
illicit methods are practifed to take it 
out of the nation. What this worth 

farmer obferves may, we meaheal, 
be applied with equal juftice, at lealt, 


to the counties of Durham and Nor- 
thumberland, or to the whole king- 
dom, and juftly merits imitation and 
notice. 


An Aftronomical Queftion, éy Mr J, 


Wilkinfon. 


N the 19th day of April, 1755, 

17° ealt of the meridian of Lone 

don, the fun at his rifing might be 

feen on the following points of the 

compafs,7z. N. E. by E. and N.N.E. 

The latitudes of thefe particular pla- 
ces are required ? 


A Navigation Queftion, 4y Philomath. 


A Ship in the lat. of 50 N. and 
, bound to a certain port, firit 
failed upon a parallel 200 leagues, 
then directed her courfe 120 leagues 
towards her intended port, (between 
the S. and W.) and then tacked and 
failed due fouth 80 leagues; and by 
obfervation was then in 44° 35° N. 
lat, and 250 leagues due eaft from 
her intended port. The lat. andlong. 
of the faid port is required ? 


A Dialling Queltion, ty the fame Geatle- 


Wan. 


7" an horizontal Dial, the fam of 
the diftances of the three and 
four o'clock hour lines from the 
meridian, or twelve o’clock line, is 


equal to 82° 48”, Required the fat. 
whica it will anfwer to? 
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BIR T HS. 
Jans 3. Bye of Lord Capenter, delivered 


of a fon. 
15. Lady of Sir Philip Mufgrave, Bart.—of 
a fon and heir, 


MARRIAGES. 


On. Capt. Yelverton, brother to the E of 
Suflex, married to Mifs Hall of Manf- 
field Woodhoule, Nottinghamfhire. 
Jofeph Keeling of Fingeringhoe-Hall, Effex, 
Efg;—to Mifs Slany with 4200]. 
Mr Watkins of B:thopfgate-ftreet,—to Mifs 
Jarriatt of Uxbridge, with 6000 |. 
Henry Willoughby of Bisdfall, Efqg;—to Mifs 
Cartwricht. 
_ QOlgood Hanbury of London, E{g;—to Mifs 
Molly Lloyd of Birmingham. 
Bart. Rich. Barnaby, Efg; of Brockhampton, 
to Mifs Freeman, with to,cool. 
Wm Crofby, merchant of Liverpool,—to Mifs 
Jordan of Birmingham, 5000 |. , 
John Clitheroe of Bofton-houfe, Middlefex, 
Efg;—to Mifs Ann Kemys, 


DEAT HS, 


On, John Fairchild, Efq; chief 
| juftice of the common pleas, 
for the precinét of St Michacl, in Barbadoes. 

Dec. 21. Sir Ja Hume of Manderfton, Bart, 

Sir Laurence {faac Woolafton, Bart. 

Jan. 2. Edward Mellith, Efq; at Blythe, 

& Nottinghamfhire. : 

3. Sir Hen. Hicks, Bt. at Deptford, aged 83. 

4. Youngeft daughter of the Mar. of Granby. 

Wm Wailafcot, at Woolhampton, Berks, Efq; 

5. Rev. Dr Balthazar Regs, a canon of 
Windfor, and chaplain to his matty. 

Ben. Derbie, at Sherborne, Dorietfh re, Efq3 


Sept. 12. 
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PROMOTIONS, 
From the Lonion Gazette, 


Whiteball, H' S majefty has been pleafed to 
Fan, 21. appoint the following gentle- 
men to be officers to the two battalions of foot, 
to be raifed in the Highlands. 
First BATTALION. 

Lieut. Col. Commadant. Arch. Montgomery, 

Majors, James Grant, and Alex. Campbell. 

Captains. Hugh M*‘Kenzie, John Sinclair, 


John Goidon, Alex.’ M‘Kenzie, Wm M‘Doe » 


nald, and George Monro. 

Capt, Lieutenant, Alexander M‘Intoth. 

Seconn BATTALION. 

Lieut, Col. Commadant. §:mon Frazer. 

Majors, Jatnes Clephane and John Campbell. 

Captains, Thoms Frazer, John \i‘Pherfon, 
John Campbell, Simon Fr:zer, Dona'd M‘Don- 
nald, John M‘Donnell, and Charles Ba ‘lie. 

Capt. Lieut. J. Crawford Walkinthiw. 

Whitebsil, Fan. 25. The king has becn plea- 
fed to appoint Rich. Callis, Efq; Captain of « 
troop in the rft Reg of draccon guarcs, con 
manded by Li-ut. Gen Blend. 

John Floyd, Efg; Capt. Lieut. Ard 

John Thielfail, Lieut. in che frid Reg. 


From other Papers. 


Eorge Turnet, F/G; appointed comptro!les 
of the Hawker’s office. 

Wm Raymond, Eig;—--comptroller of the 
cuftoms at Jpiwich. 

John Marfhe Dickinfon, Eig; fon to the pre 
fent Ld Mayor,—comp roller of the hvuthol4 
to the Ld Lieut. of Freland, 

George Campbell, Efg;——paymafier of th 
marines. 


Capt. Harrifon of the Otter floop,— Cpt. 
of the Greyhound man of war, 
Rich. Hale, Efq;—land furveyor in the 
(Gilbert, dee ) 


Rev. Tho. Pyle, canon ref. of Salifbury, 84. of London, 
O. Fyie, Canon rei; 0 Ys 4 Simuel Horfey, E{q;—Bath king at arms. 


Tho, Ballymao of Tiverton, E/q; 

Countefs dowager of Abingdon. 

To, Juftice Withers of Bunhill-row. 

Rev. Mr James, R. of Eaft Grinftead. 

Mr Booth, attorney, in Barnard’s Inn. 

Mr Jobn Lee, a proétor in Dr’s Commons. 

Mrs Lowther, great aunt to Sir James Low- 
ther, aged 106. She was a woman of the bed- 
chamber to Queen Mary 

14. Sir Wm Dixweil of Coton, Warwkhh, Bt. 

Col, Forth, in Sackville-ftreet. 

Rev. Dr Hodges, provott of Oriel college,Oxon 

Jeftice Matthews of Stanmore, Middlefex, 

49. Lady Catherine Gardeman, a daughter 


9 . 
of the firft Earl of Sandwich, aged 96, 
. Sir Henry Vincent, Bart. of Stoke D’A- 


bernon, Surrey, azed 7° 


22. John Stokes of Eye, Suffolk, Eq; 


Be fa. Newington 
Geo. Streatfield, Eig, at Ne gton, 
ames Potter of Warwickshire, Eig; at Bath, 
arfton, Eig; at Croydon. 


6, Martin M f ' 
; 7 —— Pont, Eig; recorder of Cambridge, 


Wm Frafer, Efg;—king’s waiter in the porg 


of London. es 
Hugh Forbes, Eq; ——— Mejor in the Royal 


Horfe- Guards. 

Andrew Forbes, — Capt. Wynter Blath- 
wayt,—Capt. Liet. Walter Thurfby,—-Lt. 
Edw. Lafcelles,;—Cornet, and Tho, Will.:ams, 


—quarter-mafter in the fitd Reg. ; 
Major Leman,—Gov. of Dumbarton caftled 


Rich. Stone, Efq;—knight harbinger in or- 


dinary. (Cooper, dec.) _ 
Dr Gifborne, phyfician to St George’s 


hofpital. (Dr Rofs, refign’d.) 
EccLESIASTICAL PREPERMENTS, 
Ev. Mr Marcher, fellow of Brazen Nofe 
college, Oxford, prefented to St Mary, 


Whirechapel, R. 
Rich. Rebinfun,—‘toke, R. Gloucefterth. 


Mr Ogle, —Buston Latimer, R, Northamp- 
toathi'e, 300). ser den, 
Rich 
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Rich, Sampfon,—Ranitury, R. Durham. 
Tho. Singieron.—-St Mary Withem R.Worhh 
Rich .Qtiver, Ditton on the Moor R. Yorkh 
Tho. Reeves,——Bodworthy 8. Kent. 

Mr Evans,—Kouighton R. Dorfethire. 

Dr Walwyn,—Aditham R. Kent. 

John Duncombe,—St Andrew R. Canterbury 
John Herring, —Great Mingeh2m R. Kent. 


BANKRUPTS. 


fohn Mitchelfonof Threadneedle-ftreet, jeweller 

fohn Myhill of Nerwich, worfted weaver. 

Wm Ingiis of Chippenham, Wilts, linendraper. 

Geo, Randell of Market Raifon, Lincolnfhire, 
grocer. 

John Morgan of Hereford, cyder merchant, 

Matthew Jackfoo of Sheffield, grocer, &c. 

Wm Rogers of $t Bofolph, Aldzate, wollen- 
craper. 

Geo. Burnett of Stepney, chapman 

John Sudbury ef Coventry-ftreet, hofier. 

Geo. Wilfon, late of St Clement’s Danes, dealer 

Abraham Judah of Goodman’s-figlds, merchant. 

James Hooks of Spittle-ficlds, weaver, 

John Levi Lamatie, late of Bellon-ftreet, Long 
Acre, jeweller, 

St George Norman of Bifhopfgate ftreet, innh. 

Wm Finch of Covent Garden, befier. 

Edw. Wright of Kenfington, brewer. 

Geo. Forbes of Well-court, Queen-fireet, infur- 
ance broker, 

ohn Burton of Hackney, cowkeeper. 

Cha. Salmon of Namptwich, Chcthire, cheefe 
factor. 

Rob. Harrington of Caifter, Lincolnth. dealer. 

Wm Lav:ence of Newgate. ftreet. turner, 

Char'es Dunn, late of Greenwich, mafon. 

Tohn ‘tevens of Hackney, brewer, 

Wm Rodclyffe of Doncafter, pewterer, 

Fra. Rudtton of Neweaftle upon Tyne, mercha, 

Jo. Littlefear and John Murait of London, mer. 

Afaac Whitelock of Cable-ftreet, Middlefex, 
faletrpan. 

Jofeph Joyce of St Giles in the Fields, gold 
ehaip maker, 


Bins of Mortality from Dec. 23 t9 Jan. 28, 


Buried Chriftened 
Males 1044 Males 51 
Females 1060 5 **°4 | Females my 1068 


NEW BOO K S§, 


Emoirs of wool, &c. Revifed and correc- 
ted by John Smith, i. L, B, 2 vols ato 
2}. its. 60, Faden. 
Remarks on the effair of the Hanoverian fol- 
dier. By Edw. Lancer, Ef; 6 d, Cooper, 
Mr Pope's univerfa} prayer, Latin and Englith, 
By Sayer, A. M. 4to 18, Owen. 





OO K §S, &. 


Oriental eclogues. 1s. Payne. 

Mr Bower’s anfwer to the Six Letters from 
A. B, to FatherSheldon, &c. 2s, Sandby. 

Bower and Tiliemont compered, is. 6d. 
Morgan. 


A friendly epiftle to neighbour Jn Taylor of | 


the city of Norwich. 6d. Wilkie. 

The Centinel, No. I. to be continued week- 
ly. 2d. Cooper. 

The oppofition. 6d. 

The revolutions of modefty. 28. Cooper. 

Du Plefiis’s memoirs, or variety of adventurcs, 
2volstzmo. 6s. Reeve. 

The evening walk. gd. Lewis. 

Effay on the nature and ufe of the militia. 
6d. Sandby. 

An alarm to the people of England, fhewing 
their danger from the affociation for preferving 
the game. rs. Seott. 

The proteft, a new political pamphlet. 1s, 
Corbet. 

A further addrefs to the public, containing 
copies of letters between A. B. and the S. of the 
A. with remarks, 1s. Baldwin. 

A difcourfe on the eftablifhment of a national 
and conftiiutional force in England. 1s. Griffiths. 

The Equipeife, or, The Conftitution balan- 
ced. No. I. To be continued occafionally, 64, 
G. Woodtall. 

‘ A letter to amember of parliament, propo- 
fing amendments to the laws againft foreftallers, 
ingroffers, and regraters. 6d. Longman. 

Propotals for carrying on the wat with vigour. 
1s. Cooper. . . 

The age of dulnefs. A fatvr. Brotherton. | 

A ietter to a friend on the fubjeé& of inocujas 
tion. 18. Meadows. 

A differtation on the malignant, ulcerous fore 
throat. By Dr Huxham. 1s. Hinton, 

Mr Bowers anfwer to Bower and Tillemont, 
6d. Sandby. 

The Pruffiin fyftem and proceedings ftated, 
in letters from a Saxon general in the Pruffian 
army 5 containing anfwers to the feveral papers 
publifhed by the K. of Praffia. Hooper. 

Confiderations on the reyenues of Ireland, 
thewing the neceflity of applying the duties 
granted there to naval fervices. Cooper. 

Mr Harvey's contemplations on the Night 5 
done into blank verfe, after the manner of Dr 
Young. 1s. 6d. Rivington, 

A letter toLd A—. 15. Bizet. 

The irretrievable abyfs, 64. Owen. 


Food fur the mind: or, a new riddle book. 
6d. Newberry. 


The Rhapfodift ; anew weekly paper. 24. 
Corbett, 


The trial and account of the execution of 
Ravaillac tor the murder of king Henry 1V. of 
(Se p. 16.) 


F anee, us, W. Qwen. 


Se Se 
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